
19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



Education Matters  
Learning to Achieve 

FALKIRK COUNCIL EDUCATION SERVICES 

Falkirk Council 

Volume 15 Issue 04 

November 2014 

Falkirk Cluster 2-3 

Service and 
School 
Improvement 

4-10 

Calendar of 
Events 

12 

INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

Celebrating Success 
10th Anniversary Celebrations 

The 10th annual Celebrating 
Success awards were held on 17th 
November at Falkirk Town Hall. 
Again this year, Education Services 
had a large number of short listed 
entries - both as the lead service 
and in collaboration with other 
Council services. Well done to all 
staff who submitted entries, made 
the shortlist and, of course, those 
who won! 
Individual Achievement 
There were many commended and 
highly commended staff in this 
category – 
Commended 

John Martindale, Larbert High 
School 
Diane O’Neil, Bo’ness Academy 
Susan McKelvie, Grange 
Primary School 
Barbara Bennett, Educational 
Psychology Service 

Highly Commended 
Kenny Young, Westquarter 
Primary School 
Brian Kelly, St Mungo’s High 
School 

Provost’s Special Award 
Winners 

Airth Primary School Citizenship 
Groups 

Rannoch Nursery’s Litter Police 

Community Involvement 
Commended 

Bo’ness Community Café, 
Bo’ness Academy 

Highly Commended 
1940’s Activity Agreements, 
Community Learning and 
Development 

Economy and Employment 
Winner 

Schools/College Partnership 

Health Initiative 
Commended 

Denny High School Senior Girls 
Football Team 

Highly Commended 
Feel Good Friday Wellbeing 
Group, Grangemouth High 
School 

 

Winner 
Active Starts Breakfast 
Club at Grangemouth 
High School 

Thanks went to the 
Graduate Interns who 
compered the event and 
introduced the nominees. 
 
Thank you also goes to 
Grangemouth High pupils 
- Ultraviolet, Vocal Group 
and Soul Band who 
provided the excellent 
entertainment at the start 
and interval. 
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The Den 
Falkirk High School’s Nurture Base ‘The Den’ 
opened in August this year and has already had a 
considerable impact for both the pupils involved 
and their peers. 
The pupils who attend the Den have been 
assessed by Boxall Profile and as a result have 
been identified as having considerable attachment 
needs which can be supported through their 
inclusion in the Den.  
The time that the pupils spend in the Den and in 
their mainstream classes is monitored closely and 
varies according to individual requirements. 
Currently we have 7 S1 boys attending the Den 
daily and a further two S2 boys also attend each 
day.   
Timetabling a group to be in the Den 1st period 
every day allows time for them to meet, talk over 
any issues and mentally prepare for the day ahead. 
In some cases medication is given time to take 
effect allowing the pupil to go to class better 
prepared to learn and allow their classmates to 
work without potential disruption. Social skills are 
also being developed through play and sharing. 
The group are timetabled every last period to allow 
them to reflect on their day. 
The opportunity for the boys to develop trusting 
relationships with a small number of adults, which 
is a basic premise of nurture, has already enabled 
staff to diffuse situations which have had the 
potential to cause major disruption.  
The homely atmosphere has enabled our pupils to 
take time out to calm down after an event which 
they have found difficult or traumatic and to discuss 
the incident in a non-threatening atmosphere with 
an adult they trust. Pupils have also talked about 
stresses they are having outside school. Homework 
at the kitchen table in the Den helps to relieve 
potential tensions at home. 
Partnership working has been crucial and with 
support from the Family Support Service, home 
visits have been made, ensuring that the home/
school link is strong. Communication is frequent 
between school and home with parents/carers now 
feeling able to contact the Den staff with their 
questions and concerns.  
As we move forward the intention will be for staff 
training to be rolled out through our link with 
Educational Psychology. It is hoped that Nurture 
Champions will be developed in each department, 

with staff gaining a greater understanding of 
nurturing communication.  
Some quotes from the pupils involved: 
“I can do my homework on 
time”                                          
 “Doing jigsaws – it calms me down” 
“It is a place where you can talk to people” 
“It’s away from annoying 
people.”                                               
 “It makes the days shorter” 
Transition Programme 
As part of the continued enhancement of the 
transition process, P7 pupils from Comely Park 
Primary School have visited Falkirk High School 
recently.  Each class spent 3 days in Falkirk High 
School, with their P7 teacher in a designated 
classroom.  During the visit the pupils experienced 
lessons in French, Spanish, Home Economics and 
Social Studies, as well as learning library skills.  In 
addition, the pupils worked with staff to learn about 
the school’s Values.  During their visit, the pupils 
demonstrated very positive attitudes with teachers 
commenting on the hard work and enthusiasm 
shown, along with their polite and courteous 
manner. 
The purpose of the visit was to help P7 pupils feel 
more comfortable about making the move to high 
school. Encouragingly, all P7 pupils said that the 
visit had made them more confident about coming 
to Falkirk High School. Pupils stated that they now 
had a better understanding of how to get around 
the school, who the teachers are and what happens 
in classrooms. Among the comments received from 
pupils were: 
“I got to know some teachers and it made me feel 
more confident”. 
“It has been nice and everyone is kind”. 
“It helped me because I was taking the lessons that 
a high school pupil would”. 
“I was nervous before but now I am not”. 
We look forward to seeing P7 pupils from our other 
associated primary schools later in the session and 
the Comely Park pupils again at other transition 
events and in August 2015. 
Torwood Garden Centre  
My name is Ruby Summers, I am an S2 
Ambassador and in the school band. Recently I 
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took part in the excursion to the Torwood Garden 
Centre. This was an immensely enjoyable 
experience as it really helped me develop my 
confidence by playing in front of an audience. It 
gave me a boost as many people had really 
positive things to say about our school and the 
performance.  It was also a great feeling to get out 
of school for a short while and help out with the 
charity Macmillan. We helped raise money by being 
involved in a Coffee morning and we developed our 
musical performance at the same time. It was a 
great experience for everyone involved!  
By Ruby Summers 
Spooky Songs For Our S3! 
In music we have created our own ‘spooky songs 
for Halloween and learned new vocabulary to help 
create our musical masterpieces.  
We studied the ‘Chariots of Fire’ and learned new 
music techniques such as diminuendo, how many 
beats in a bar and reading notes.  
As we lead up to Christmas, we will be taking these 
skills forward for the festive spirit. We are learning 
to play ‘Winter Wonderland’ on various types of 
instruments, including keyboard, guitar and drums. 
We have been practising individually and at the end 
collectively as a class. Being in music recently has 
been a great learning experience especially with 
the chance to learn new instruments,  
By Leah Angus and Laura MacCuish 
S2 Theatre Trip 
My name is Claire Crease, I am currently one of 
Falkirk High’s Young Ambassadors and I am in S2. 
I recently took part in the Falkirk Town Hall theatre 
trip. It was a very enjoyable experience and gave 
us a good insight into life within a theatre. The 
START project was beneficial as we were given the 
opportunity to see one of the many ways in which 
our local arts centre is used to educate the children 
of our community. A big thank you to our music 
teachers and the people at Falkirk Town Hall for 
having us.  
By Claire Crease 
Girls rugby at FHS – “Early days but bags of 
promise!” 
We are part of the Young Ambassadors and the 
rugby team along with other pupils ranging from S2 
to S4.  We enjoy rugby because it’s fun and it 
keeps us fit. We have taken part in many games 
and tournaments.  We have succeeded in some 
games but are really looking forward to training 

hard, putting in the effort and hope to achieve a 
good Scottish Cup run in years to come. We have 
many opportunities to practice and learn more skills 
as we have training on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Overall it has been a really enjoyable and fun 
experience to be part of the girls’ rugby team. 
Please watch out for our games in the near future. 
Our fixtures and how we are doing will be posted 

on twitter @FHSPhysicalEducation 
By Karla Mallis and Neve Reynolds 
Shakespeare Schools Festival 
We were one of four local schools that participated 
in the Shakespeare Schools Festival recently 
culminating in a performance at Falkirk Town Hall.  
Our performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
was described as ‘outstanding’.  This is what some 
of the pupils involved had to say about their 
experience: 
Being a part of the Shakespeare show was 
amazing. Being a technician was scary. I was the 
sound technician and to see all the big equipment 
and controls in the theatre was frightening. It was a 
really fun and amazing experience to see the 
actors from the back of the theatre and seeing our 
massive standing ovation! It was overwhelming but 
amazing!  I look forward to doing more 
Shakespeare shows in the future. 
(Sound Technician – Sasha Chatburn S3) 
Shakespeare Schools Festival provided joyous 
weeks of rehearsals leading up to a wonderful final 
performance. It felt good knowing we were part of 
something bigger than just our school drama group, 
and that other schools felt this way too. The 
professional environment was calming and a 
change from the hectic atmosphere of everything 
else. It was interesting to learn and understand 
Shakespeare, and more than fun to put our own 
twist on it and perform to a full scale, actual paying 
audience. Shakespeare for Schools allowed me to 
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be in my favourite place in the world - the stage - and I’m 
always grateful for that. 
(Puck –Kenzie Wright S6) 
This show really boosted my confidence. I feel I made 
lots of new friends and it was a great experience. 
(Flute - Catherine Murdoch Burt S3) 
Doing the show really boosted my self-esteem and was 
a lot of fun to take part in. I made new friends and had a 
fantastic time, acting with different people and learning 
new techniques for performing. 
(Fairy - Erin McDougal S3) 
The school show was a great experience for all involved. 
Everyone tried really hard learning their lines. I enjoyed 
basically all of it but the bit I enjoyed the most was the 
final performance, it really was touching that we got a 
standing ovation. It was really cool being behind the 
scenes of it all. We had a few problems along the way 
but we did really well to overcome them. Overall it was 
really fun and I can’t wait to do it again.  
(Bottom - Shaun Ramsey S1) 

Fairies – great make up and costumes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tech Team with Miss Logie 

Falkirk High School News cont’d 

Information about 
changes to household 

waste collection service 
Falkirk Council is changing the way it 
collects household waste to help increase 
recycling. The new service involves green 
bin collections moving from every two 
weeks to every three weeks.  The 
communities of Bo’ness, Lionthorn, Upper 
Braes, Denny, Bonnybridge and 
Banknock are the next areas to receive 
the change of service. 

All other recycling collections remain the 
same with food waste being collected 
every week and the blue bin, brown bin, 
black box and textile bag every two 
weeks.  

Changes to the collection service will be 
actively promoted through a 
comprehensive communications 
campaign running from 22 September to 
28 November. Schools in the affected 
areas will play a key role in helping to 
raise awareness among the local 
community.  

The Waste Strategy team hope to attend 
parents’ evenings and other appropriate 
school events with their road show.  
Please contact the team by calling 01324 
504444 or emailing 
zerowaste@falkirk.gov.uk to arrange a 
road show event or if you have any 
questions. 

Changes to household waste collections 
do not affect the trade waste service 
schools receive. 

Waste Strategy, Development Services 

Holocaust Memorial Day screening for 
schools at the Hippodrome Bo’ness  

 

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 
(12A)  
 

Tue 27th January 2015 
£2.50 (accompanying adults free of 
charge)   
 

Pre-booking essential  Box office: 01324 
506850  
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Follow us on 
facebook at 
‘Limerigg and 
Slamannan Learning 
Community’ 

Our new learning community, now into its second 
year, have had a busy start to this session. We 
have come together as a full staff team to agree on 
the values that we want to drive our community 
forward. We aim to be a child centred and inclusive 
learning community basing our work with children 
on respect, trust and equality. Our parents had the 

opportunity to 
comment on 
these at 
Parent’s Night 
and were very 
positive about 
our choices.  

We attended 
the ‘Going for 
Glasgow’ 
Legacy event 
together and 
created a 

poster showing the   activities we are doing to keep 
the legacy alive across our learning community. 

With the fantastic support of our active schools                 
co-ordinator, Chris Rose, we have been successful 
in gaining 2 grants to 
support our transition to 
Falkirk High School. We 
were awarded a 
whopping £1980 from the    
Big Lottery to support 
transport to the after 
school clubs held in 
Falkirk High School. This brings our 2 schools 
together and also allows the children to become 
familiar with the secondary school. The Primary 7 
children from Limerigg join with Slamannan every 
Thursday morning to have Art with our specialist 
Mrs Henderson. Mrs Young from Falkirk High 
School also joins us at this time. 

Heathrigg Nursery School pupils visit 
Slamannan Primary School 

It has been exciting times as we have developed 
our links as a Learning Community between 

Heathrigg Nursery School and Slamannan Primary 
School. Firstly, the nursery children have been 

visiting the 
school on 
a regular 
basis to 
make good 
use of the 
gym hall. 
They are 
enjoying 
their visits, 

and it will help to support the all important transition 
to P.1 next August.  

We also have 
all the boys 
and girls from 
the 3-5 room 
from 
Heathrigg, 
along with 
P.1/2 and 
P.2/3 children 
for our 
Assemblies. 
This has been a great time for the boys and girls to 
share things that they have been learning and 
investigating. During one Assembly P.1/2 shared 
their alphabet song with everyone, and the nursery 
boys and girls sang their Welcome song. It was 
lovely to hear! 

P.1/2 have also been learning all about shapes, 
and they 
invited the Pre
-school 
children to join 
them find out 
about 2D 
shapes. All the 
boys and girls 
listened well, 
and shared 
their 

knowledge of 2D shapes with each other. Then 
they enjoyed various activities and games together, 
using shapes as they learned through their play. 
Some of the Pre-school children also played some 
number games. We look forward to having P.1/2 
and our nursery friends together on a regular basis! 

Limerigg and Slamannan Learning 
Community News 
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There are really exciting things happening in the 
world of literacy and numeracy in Falkirk 
establishments just now. In pursuit of zero 
tolerance to illiteracy and innumeracy, Falkirk 
pupils, parents and carers, teachers, SFLAs and 
partners have been working together to raise 
attainment. There have been over 70 CPD 
sessions delivered for literacy and numeracy since 
August 2014 with many more to come. 

Reading is a major focus for session 2014 – 2015 
and schools are working really hard to embed the 6 
comprehension strategies across the curriculum. 
Twitter is buzzing with fantastic good practice 
stories demonstrating how pupils are developing 
their higher 
order 
questioning in 
relation to the 
wider text.  
The Thinking 
Reader is an 
approach 
which lots of 
our nurseries 
and schools 
are embedding 
into their 
teaching to 
address the 
significant aspects of learning in literacy. Early level 
staff have been working together to look at active 
approaches to early literacy, with a focus on talking 
and listening. Work in the area of spelling and 
phonics is now embedded with pupils being able to 
use and apply a range of strategies across the 
curriculum.  Secondary colleagues from Larbert 
High have been supporting the delivery of CPD 
opportunities relating to using film to develop 
higher order skills in literacy. Effective partnerships 
have been established between Falkirk Council 
and Education Scotland, Highland Council, Moray 
Council and Into Film. Several sessions have been 
delivered to parents and carers looking at ways 
they can support their children in active reading 
and active numeracy (Big Maths). 

An animation has been developed to support 
reading and is available here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ef1zKq6zm3U 

In response to the Scottish Survey for Literacy and 

Numeracy, Falkirk establishments are working hard 
to address areas for development i.e. mental 
attainment, two-step operations and applying 
numeracy skills to real life contexts. Our 
partnership working with Big Maths continues to 
grow from strength to strength with Falkirk being 
quoted as being the national ‘trailblazer’. St. 
Bernadette’s has been identified as a ‘beacon’ 
school where they will be offering sessions sharing 
good practice in this area to colleagues locally and 
nationally. Pupils are engaged in their learning and 
eloquently able to use and apply strategies to 
support their learning in mathematics and 
numeracy. Other partnerships arrangements which 
are working well include: Scottish Education 

Financial Forum, Museum on the Mound and 
Education Scotland. Sharon O’Connor, 
Class teacher at St. Joseph’s has been 
supporting the delivery of CPD opportunities 

in relation to 
sharing good 
practice in Big 
Maths and her 
sessions are 
always popular. 
Falkirk Council is 
part of an exciting 
opportunity to 
work with 
Highland, Moray 
and 
Aberdeenshire as 
part of the 
National Hub 
working 

arrangements to develop support materials for 
numeracy and mathematics. A successful 
Numeracy Mobilisation Team has been established 
which includes members from all work streams.  

For further information and good practice stories, 
please visit: 

http://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/fa/
LiteracyStrategy/ 

http://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/fa/NumeracyStrate
gy/ 

Literacy and Numeracy Strategy Update – Sharon Wallace – 
Curriculum Support Officer - continued 
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Yvonne 
McBlain is 
working with a 
range of 
colleagues to 
continue the 
development of 
the Falkirk 
Teaching for 
Deep Learning 
programme 
professional 

learning resource. The whole programme aims to move 
Falkirk classrooms from good to great by shifting focus 
from shallow “knowing” to deep “understanding” – 
teachers are given the opportunity to explore what this 
really means for their practice. 
The programme is designed for learning by sharing, 
reflecting together, trying out, observing and coaching 
each other. 
Facilitator training for the first cohort of 17 practitioners 
finished in June 2014, and they have used their training 
in a range of ways to support colleagues in their 
schools and centres. Often, they have facilitated a 
professional learning process where their teacher 
learning community chooses its focus and then uses 
the programme content to explore this in depth. This 
resulted in a range of adaptations to teaching practice 
in schools, which, in turn has improved learning for 
pupils. This model has been adopted and adapted by 
more than a quarter of our primary and secondary 
establishments. Facilitators playing a lead role in the 
professional learning of colleagues has enhanced 
relationships within establishments. Development of 
teacher learning communities helps meet 
recommendations from Teaching Scotland’s Future by 
offering a structure for professional learning for 
practitioners. Facilitators have developed their 
confidence and skills, while contributing to a sharing, 
reflective ethos with their schools. Teachers taking part 
in sessions value this collaborative learning and are 
developing their peer support networks. School 
leadership teams have been able to link professional 
learning in their establishments more effectively to 
improvement priorities enabling greater coherence.  
Yvonne McBlain is now training a second cohort of 20 
facilitators in the use of the programme. The 
programme has also proven to be a great catalyst for 
distributed leadership for the facilitators, who are now 
fulfilling various roles in its ongoing development – 
including acting as members of the mobilisation team. 
Next steps include: 

Gathering feedback from HTs of schools with 
facilitators 
Exploring GTCS Accreditation and professional 
recognition 
Sharing actual and potential impact 

Continuing to extend content in a sustainable way 
(using facilitators and other expertise) 

Responding to the Recommendation of the 
Learning for Sustainability Report November 2012 
Jane Jackson, Megan Farr and Yvonne McBlain have 
consulted with senior managers and practitioners 
across our establishments to explore how to take 
forward the 
recommendations of the 
Learning for 
Sustainability report. 
These were accepted by 
the Scottish government 
in March 2013 and are 
defined in this year’s 
National Implementation 
Plan as local authority 
tasks: 

In line with the 
recommendations of 
the Learning for 
Sustainability 
Report, schools will 
adopt coherent 
whole school/community approaches to global 
citizenship, sustainable development education, 
outdoor learning, children’s rights and play 
Key partner organisations have the opportunity to 
contribute their expertise and participate effectively 
in the developing strategies to meet the 
recommendations of the Learning for Sustainability 
Report.  

Jane, Yvonne and Megan initially met with existing 
outdoor learning, global citizenship, international 
education, and sustainable education groups to explore 
their thoughts on how these elements of the curriculum 
will now sit within the title of Learning for Sustainability. 
They then scheduled a Coffee, Croissant, Controversy 
session for senior managers, and a twilight session for 
practitioners to explore how we could support schools 
in working towards these tasks. Although few people 
were able to attend these meetings, they were very 
productive and have allowed us to start a task brief and 
identify initial tasks. The first of these is to raise 
awareness of this report and explore how it cuts across 
and impacts on education and other services. Another 
essential task is to communicate the message that we 
already have coherent approaches and strong 
partnerships and now need to find ways to capture, 
share and develop these.  Then we can identify gaps 
and address any areas for development – please 
contact yvonne.mcblain@falkirk.gov.uk, 
jane.jackson@falkirk.gov.uk , or 
megan.farr@falkirk.gov.uk  if you are interested in 
being part of the mobilisation team for this work. 

Falkirk Teaching for Deep Learning Programme 
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