
Agenda Item 14

Local Government Boundary 
Commission for Scotland: 
Fifth Review of Electoral 

Arrangements 



Agenda Item 14 

Falkirk Council 

Title: Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland: Fifth 
Review of Electoral Arrangements 

Meeting: Falkirk Council 
Date: 21 September 2016 
Submitted By: Chief Executive 

1. Purpose of Report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update Council on the decision made by the 
Minister for Parliamentary Business in response to the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for Scotland’s recommendations on the numbers of 
councillors and the electoral ward boundaries across Scotland.   

2. Recommendation(s)

2.1 It is recommended that Council: 
(a) notes the decision taken by the Minister for Parliamentary 

Business, and  
(b) determines what action, if any, it wants to take in response 

thereto. 

3. Background

3.1 Council considered a report on 22 June 2016 setting out the Commission’s 
recommendations (a copy can be found here) following their Fifth Review of 
Electoral Arrangements and agreed to:-  

• oppose the Commission’s recommendations and adhere to the Council’s
position to maintain 32 elected members; and

• endorse and sign the letter from East Renfrewshire Council to the Minister
for Parliamentary Business (a copy of that letter is attached as appendix
1). 

4. CONSIDERATIONS

4.1 The Minister for Parliamentary Business, Joe Fitzpatrick, wrote to the Leader 
of the Council on 14 September 2016 (attached as appendix 2) advising that, 
while consideration had been given to the Council’s opposition, he had 
nevertheless decided to accept the Commission’s recommendations and to 
lay an Order before Parliament to that effect.  The Falkirk (Electoral 



Arrangements) Order 2016 is attached as appendix 3.  It comes into effect on 
30 September 2016 for elections held on or after 4 May 2017.  

4.2 For the Falkirk Council area, the Order reduces the number of councillors 
from 32 to 30 with the boundary changes impacting principally on:- 

• wards 2 (Grangemouth) and 4 (Carse, Kinnaird and Tryst) where the
village of Skinflats will move from the former to the latter with a
consequential reduction of councillors in the Grangemouth ward from 4 to
3, and

• wards 6 (Falkirk North) and 7 (Falkirk South) where Camelon will move
from ward 7 to ward 6 while the town centre and Callander Park areas to
the south of the Stirling and Edinburgh railway line will move in the
opposite direction.  The councillor cohort in the Falkirk South ward will
consequently reduce from 4 to 3.

4.3 Information on the new electoral arrangements for the Falkirk area can be 
found on the Commission’s website at: 
 http://www.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk/reviews/5th_electoral/falkirk/.  

4.4 It will be recalled from the June report that COSLA had expressed concern 
about the methodology used by the Commission in reaching their 
recommendations and this concern was echoed by a number of Councils, 
including Falkirk.  COSLA took a cross party decision on the issue at its 
Convention in October 2015 and considered the issue again at the 
Convention meeting in June 2016.  The potential for judicially reviewing the 
Minister’s decisions on an individual Council basis has also been mooted 
previously with East Renfrewshire Council taking the lead in that and in 
drafting the letter referred to in paragraph 3.1 above.   

4.5 It is not yet clear whether any other Council has reached a view on the 
question of challenge now that the decisions for their own areas have been 
taken and the Orders made.  Timing will certainly be an issue given that the 
local government elections are now only 7 months away and decisions will 
need to be taken on changes to polling schemes to accommodate the new 
ward changes.  COSLA has written to all member Councils asking for their 
initial reaction to the decisions for their area and East Renfrewshire Council 
has also asked the signatories to the letter what their appetite for challenge 
might be.   

4.6 Any challenge to the Minister’s decision would be by judicial review in the 
Court of Session.  To succeed, the Council would need to establish that, in 
taking his decision, the Minister had acted illegally, irrationally or with 
procedural unfairness.  The issues in dispute involve complex areas of 
administrative law and there is no guarantee of success.     

4.7 Should Council be minded to pursue the possibility of challenge, then having 
regard to how recently the Order was made, the current uncertainty over the 
reaction of other Councils in similar positions and the need to move quickly, 

http://www.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk/reviews/5th_electoral/falkirk/


consideration should be given to how matters could be taken forward outwith 
the Council meeting.       

Polling Scheme 
4.8 In order to comply with the Order as it stands, adjustments to the existing 

polling scheme will be required. 

4.9 Electoral Commission guidance suggests that the same processes be 
undertaken for interim reviews, such as this one would be, as would be used 
for the compulsory review of polling districts and polling places undertaken on 
a 5-yearly cycle.  The length of the process is not prescribed, provided all the 
steps required by legislation can be taken within it.  The time allowed for 
consultation should be sufficient to enable interested persons and groups to 
read and understand the proposals, gather comments and respond with any 
alternative arrangements they may wish to submit. 

4.10 The full review consultation for a compulsory review runs in two stages, with 
stage 1 inviting comments on the current polling scheme and stage 2 inviting 
comments on draft proposals and the Returning Officer’s representations 

4.11 Given that the purpose of the interim exercise would be to implement the 
Boundary Commission’s recommendations, there would be little benefit in 
undertaking stage 1, instead moving directly to stage 2.  A preliminary review 
of the polling scheme as it stands currently suggests that established polling 
places would still be suitable for the new wards but a number of them would 
require to be renumbered to accommodate the changed boundaries and there 
may be a need for at least one to cover 2 polling districts.   

4.10 If a review of the polling scheme was initiated before the end of September on 
the basis of the Order as laid, a report on the outcome could be reported to 
Council in December.  The Electoral Registration Officer is scheduled to carry 
out his annual publication of the registers on 1 December 2016.  As this 
precedes the Council meeting, it may be necessary for the registers to be run 
twice which may have cost implications for the Council.  Significant delay in 
printing the registers beyond this date starts to run the risk of impacting on 
arrangements for the local government elections.     

5. CONSULTATION

No consultation has been carried on the content of this report.

6. IMPLICATIONS

Financial
6.1 No direct financial implications arise from the content of this report but cost 

(yet to be determined) would be incurred if a decision was taken to make
application for judicial review.



Resources 
6.2 No direct resource implications arise from the content of this report.  In the 

event of a legal challenge being taken, Counsel would require to be instructed 
to pursue the issue in the Court of Session.   

Legal 
6.3  The potential for judicial review has already been addressed above as has the 

requirement for a review of the polling scheme.  

Risk 
6.4 The content of this report does not carry direct risk implications. 

Equalities 
6.5 No equalities issues arise. 

Sustainability/Environmental Impact 
6.6 An impact assessment is not required.  

7. Conclusions

7.1 The Boundary Commission’s 5th review of electoral arrangements has now 
concluded with the enactment of the Falkirk (Electoral Arrangements) Order 
2016.  The effect is to reduce the total number of elected members from 32 to 
30 with effect from the next local government elections.  It rests with Council 
to determine what action, if any, it wishes to take in response to this 
Ministerial decision.      

_____________________________ 
Chief Executive  

Date:  19 September 2016 

Appendices: 

Appendix 1 Letter from East Renfrewshire Council to the Minister for Parliamentary 
Business dated 28 June 2016 

Appendix 2 Letter from the Minister for Parliamentary Business to Councillor Craig 
Martin dated 14 September 2016 

Appendix 3 The Falkirk (Electoral Arrangements) Order 2016 
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