
 



Appendix 2 - Summary of matters raised at the Pre-Determination Hearing. 
 
This is a summary of matters raised at the meeting and may include issues already submitted 
on the application to date. This is not a minute of the meeting. 
 

1 Clarification was sought as to the general approach to School roles and capacity 
issues in the Larbert area. The consultation response from Children’s Services in part 
4.8 of the report has been augmented. 

2 Clarification was sought as the applicant’s assertions with regard to the 5 year effective 
housing land supply across the Falkirk Council area. A response to this matter is 
included in part 7b.6 of the report. 

3 Clarification was sought as the context of the application site with regard to Falkirk 
Council’s audit of Open Space. A response to this matter is included in part 7b.15 of 
the report. 

4 Clarification was sought as to the potential impact of the site with regard to air quality. 
The consultation response from Environmental Health in part 4.7 of the report has 
been augmented. 

5 Clarification was sought as to the predicted traffic generation levels of the Forth Valley 
Royal Hospital and the surveyed traffic generation levels to date. The consultation 
response from the Transport Planning Unit in part 7b.19 of this report has been 
augmented. 

6 Clarification was sought as the relevance of Falkirk Local Development Plan policy 
CG03 - Housing in the Countryside. This policy has been addressed in part 7a.17 of 
the report. 

7 Additional representation was made opposing the application as to;- 
a) Reference to the Scottish Government’s 3rd State of Scotland’s Green Space 

Report 
b) The potential adverse impact on the health and wellbeing of patients in the 

Maggie’s Forth Valley facility, the Loch Green Hospital facility and the Forth 
Valley Royal Hospital facility, as well as erosion of medical services to the 
current residents of Larbert. 

c) The adverse impact that the Loch Green Hospital may have on the development 
due to the level of noise that may be generated on occasions (fire alarm tests, 
etc.) 

d) The adverse impact of the proposals on the green network around Larbert 
e) The potential adverse impact of the proposals on the efficiency of the 

emergency services using the Forth Valley Royal Hospital 
f) The initiation of development on more appropriate allocated sites outwith the 

Larbert area would better contribute to the 5 year effective housing land supply, 
as well as securing retention of schools through addition to usage. 

g) The site is prone to flooding. 
h) The applicant will need the co-operation of third parties to link infrastructure – 

the roadway to Larbert House will need pipework underneath to feed the 
proposed SUDs pond. 

i) The application is contrary to Development Plan policy.  
j) The application site still forms part of the active legal agreement achieved with 

Forth Valley Royal Hospital to manage the estate land. 
k) The site is out with the urban boundary and considered land in the countryside. 



l) The site is not identified as a preferred site for Housing in the Main Issues 
Report of the forthcoming LDP2. 

m) The application is contrary to the master plan for the area secured through legal 
agreement on construction of the Forth Valley Royal Hospital. This community 
asset has won a number of national awards and should be preserved. 

n) Approval of the application would create an unacceptable precedent for 
additional housing in this area of Larbert and Stenhousemuir. 

o) Larbert and Stenhousemuir have already substantially contributed to the 5 year 
effective land supply and is, indeed, exceeding the target set for the 5 year 
period. 

p) Major growth and projects in the area has resulted in extreme pressure on the 
existing road network and infrastructure, which was not designed to cope with 
such expansion. 

q) Base traffic flows within the Transport Assessment are flawed. 
r) The proposed junction arrangement will have conflict with Torwood Avenue, 

residential driveways and bus stop provision. Pavement provision is limited and 
there are no safe cycle routes from the development. Car parking issues in the 
immediate area of the application site are apparent. 

s) Impact of the development on local schools is a major concern, adversely 
impacting on school capacities and levels of provision, along with the quality of 
tuition and opportunities for students. 

t) Available open space provision in the area is of a low quality and will be 
exacerbated by the proposed housing development. 

u) The wildlife and habitat quality of the area will be diminished, as well as the 
negative impact on the setting of Larbert House - a “B” listed structure. 

v) The application site forms part of an “island of tranquillity” and is regularly used 
to encourage pedestrian activity - promoting wellbeing from patients attending 
the Maggie’s Centre, Forth Valley Royal Hospital and Loch Green Hospital - as 
well as being a valued asset for the residents or the urbanised area of Larbert 
and Stenhousemuir. While the proposal would be detrimental in the long term, it 
would also be detrimental in the short term through noisy construction, 
construction traffic and development works. 

w) This is not a required, desirable or sustainable site for housing within the Larbert 
and Stenhousemuir area. The absolute minimal economic impacts that 
development on the site would create are not sustainable enough to outweigh 
the significant negative impacts housing on the site would have on the local 
community in relation to local transport, infrastructure, open space and 
education. 

Matters raised in part 7 have been included in part 7b.19 of this report “Representations” and 
responded to accordingly. 












