Place and Environment - Natural Environment

PE1 3 Green and Blue Network PE14 Countryside PE15 Green Belt h
. The Council will support the delivery of the Central 1. The Urban and Village Limits defined on the 1. The following areas are designated as Green Belt: v
Scotland Green Network in the Falkirk area, and Proposals Map represent the limit to the expansion o s TS S i T e s e e et O
Falkirk Greenspace: A Strategy for Our Green of settlements. Land outwith these boundaries Cortidor: 9
Network, through the development and is designated as countryside. Development in ’ :
enhancement of a multi-functional network of the countryside will be assessed in terms of the * Poimont/Grangemouth/Bo’ness/Linlithgow O
green and blue components and corridors as set relevant countryside policies for specific uses Corridor; —
out in the Spatial Strategy; HCO05 and JEOS); . . .
P 9y ( ) * Falkirk/Larbert/Denny/Bonnybridge Corridor; EI;I)
. Within the green and blue network the key priorities . Development proposals in the countryside for uses « Callendar Park and Wood
of biodiversity, outdoor access, landscape not covered by policies for specific uses will only aliendar Fark and Woods.
character enhancement, climate change, be permitted where: 2. The purpose of the Green Belt is:
placemaking and serving disadvantaged . . . .
communities will be promoted, with particular el bef demonsitrated IR RN EEL D E *To d|r_ect development to the mo_st appropriate
reference fo the opportunities detailed in the el p D locations and support regeneration;
Proposals and Opportunities Schedule; and * They constitute infill development; or » To protect and enhance the character,
. New development should contribute to the green * They utilise appropriate existing buildings. !qndsc_ape se.thng_ gnd |de_m‘|.’ry i) seﬂlg ment,
and blue network, where appropriate, through the ! ) - including maintaining their visual separation;
integration of green infrastructure into masterplans D?m'.led 9u|dqnce o.n me. e lllsel el G * To protect and provide access to open space.
. ™ criteria will be contained in Supplementary
or through enabling opportunities for green and Guid SG01 Devel tin the C tryside: o .
blue network improvement on adjacent land, in uiaance evelopment in the Couniryside; 3. Wlthlr_i the Green _Beh‘, development will not be
accordance with SG05 ‘Green Infrastructure and . Development proposails in the countryside should Zelliiinze u'?le_ss sl demons’rrak_ed 1hut_the
New Development’. additionally demonstrate that their scale, siting prodp_?sal scglsffs Lt rfle;/a:tr: ﬁqrtry_l;ldetpollmes,
— - S and it can be demonstrated that it will no
. The seven community growing sites identified at 2z deS|_gn S ELED Ul LS w“! =D 5|gn|f|c_:ant undermine any of the purposes of the Green Belt
. adverse impact on the rural environment, having .
Appendix 1 (Proposal GN24) shall be safeguarded d to oth lici th tural and as set out in (2) above.
from development unless proposals can Le_gtar_ o °. erpo |::|es gn d ? na ur_c; an .
demonstrate, on a case-by-case basis, that there is SIS orllc env;ronrger_\d, an seestl)g:nlgm Icmce i . 4.15 The Green Belt forms an important part of the
no longer a proven demand for allotment space. "t:préean <-J:1V| lielres Sl Spatial Strategy for the area. The primary purpose in the
e Couniryside.. Falkirk area is to safeguard the identity of communities by
4.13 The Spatial Strategy sets out in broad terms how the L ) . preventing development which would reduce their visual
Central Scotland Green Network, a national development :r;:r;rz's dcg:.lllgtr}:eslli(rﬁ tI: ?rif;n:t?at:: thifa{s: I(_)Igtl\DNiI;ht;hgirect separation. It provides a stronger presumption against
within NPF3, will be implemented in the Falkirk area. - 9 e gty Sta villasea development than the ‘countryside’ designation, and a more
The spatial focus will be on a series of green and blue g?c\i/‘ér tiv:uc::;?srt]hleri]r vi(taa:iL’:raa:(;e:u 0 (ce:)r(tlse;(r;gti\r/: a\%ﬁ: '2 long term indication of the future shape of settlements. It
network components and corridors which are illustrated in services and infrastructureyln o d(?i?w it seeksgto regvent forms a series of connected wedges between the main
Map 3.2. The thematic priorities are set out in the Falkirk pt d intrusive d 'I t % h 4 h P settlements. The protection of landscape setting and
Greenspace Strategy. Policy PE13 supports the sporadic ana Intrusive development which could have a recreational greenspace around towns are important
. . . . . detrimental impact on the character of the countryside. ot
implementation of the Spatial Strategy, which will be . ) related objectives.
- . . However, there will be circumstances where development
through specific projects promoted by the Council and in the countryside will be aporopriate
other partners, but also through the inclusion of green ry pprop )
infrastructure such as landscaping, open space, habitats,
active travel and sustainable water management in new
development.
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PE16 Protection of Open Space

1. Development which will result in the loss of open
space will only be permitted where:

* There is no adverse effect on the character or
appearance of the areq, particularly through
the loss of amenity space planned as an integral
part of a development;

There will be no significant adverse effect on the
overall recreational provision in the local areq,
taking account of the Council’s open space
standards (as defined within the Open Space
Strategy), or the loss will be compensated for
by qualitative improvements to other open
space in the local area commensurate with

its recreational value. Guidance on how loss
of open space should be compensated is set
out in Supplementary Guidance SG05 ‘Green
Infrastructure and New Development’;

* The area is not of significant ecological value;
and

* Connectivity within, and functionality of, the
wider green network is not threatened and public
access routes in or adjacent to the open space
will be safeguarded.

2. Where development would also involve the loss
of outdoor sports facilities, it must additionally be
demonstrated that:

* The proposed development is ancillary to the
principal use of the site as an outdoor sports
facility; or

* The proposed development involves a minor
part of the outdoor sports facility which would
not affect its use and potential for sport and
training; or

* The outdoor sports facility which would be
lost would be replaced by a new facility of
comparable or greater benefit for sport and in
a location which is convenient for its users, or
by the upgrading of an existing outdoor sports
facility to provide a better quality facility either
within the same site or at another location which
is convenient for its users and which maintains
or improves the overall playing capacity in the
areq; or

The Council’s pitch strategy and consultation
with Sportscotland has shown that there is a
clear excess of provision to meet current and
anticipated demand in the area, and that the
site could be developed without detriment to the
overall quality of provision.

4.16 Open space is vital to the quality of places, and fulfils
a range of purposes including recreational, landscape,
ecological, surface water management and active travel.
The Council has prepared an Open Space Strategy, which
is based on a detailed audit of its parks and open spaces,
and sets out a vision, standards and priority actions for
improving the open space resource. The Open Space
Strategy recognises that there is an abundance of open
space across the Council area, and that the main issue

if one of quality rather than quantity. Not all open space
performs a useful function. There may be opportunities to
release open space which is of little or no value for
alternative uses, including community growing, as part of
beneficial development. Policy PE16 provides criteria for
assessing potential losses of open space,

and ensuring that open space of value continues to be
protected or that, if there would be a loss of recreational
amenity, this will be compensated by qualitative
improvements to other open space in the vicinity. The
policy will apply to all audited open spaces, as shown on
the Proposals Map, but also to other smaller, incidental
areas of open space. There are additional specific criteria
for outdoor sports facilities, which are taken from Scottish
Planning Policy. Outdoor sports facilities include playing
fields, athletics tracks, golf courses, tennis courts and
bowling greens.
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PE17 Open Space and PE18 Landscape h
New Developmeni 1. The Council will seek to protect and enhance v
New development should contribute positively to the landscape character and enhance landscape O
provision of open space in the area and support the quality throughout the Council area in accordance
objectives of the Open Space Strategy. Accordingly: with Supplementary Guidance SG09 ‘Landscape :
. Character Assessment and Landscape
1. Where appropriate, proposals for new Desi tions’: O
; ; gnations’;
development should include public open space to —
create a sense of place, integrate the site with the 2.Development within Local Landscape Areas should m
wider green network, promote physical activity, be designed to minimise any adverse effects on the w
sport and active travel, enhance biodiversity, and landscape character and scenic interest for which
manage water within the site; and the area is designated ; and
. Where the quantity, quality or accessibility of 3.Development proposals which are likely to have
recreational and sport open space and play significant landscape and visual effects must
facilities in the locality is insufficient o meet the be accompanied by a landscape and visual
recreational needs of proposed new residential assessment demonstrating that, with appropriate
development, as informed by the standards in mitigation, a satisfactory landscape fit will be
the Open Space Strategy, the proposal should achieved.
address the identified deficiencies through either
the provision of new on-site recreational and sport 4.18 The Falkirk area has a varied landscape, whose
open space, or contributions to the improvement quality and character is important to the setting of
of off-site open space. settlements, and the area’s image and identity. Local
. . _ Landscape Areas (LLAs) identify the most important local
The detailed planning and design of new open space landscapes (Denny Hills, Slamannan Plateau/Avon Valley
within new developments, including the and South Bo'ness). However, in line with the European
methoc_lology for de*e'm'"'"‘-‘_l gnd t_:ddresslng Landscape Convention, there is a need to recognise the
recreatlor_ral open ‘space deficlencles, should value of all landscapes within the area, and to take account
elelele il S,GOS Cteen Infrastructure and New of this in assessing development proposals. Supplementary
bl Guidance SG09 ‘Landscape Character Assessment and
4.17 New development should generally incorporate open Landscape Designations’ therefore provides information on
sﬁace The provision of open space should be guided by a forces for change, sensitivies and development guidance
o . . for all Landscape Character Areas.
design-led approach which captures the specific character
and opportunities presented by the site, and looks at
how open space can contribute to sustainability and
placemaking in the development. The recreational needs
of residents should also be addressed with reference to
the standards set out in the Open Space Strategy. Where
there are local deficiencies in provision these can be met
either through new open space on the site, or financial
contributions to upgrade existing off-site open space. SG05
‘Green Infrastructure and New Development’ provides more
detailed guidance on the methodology for determining the
provision of open space within developments.
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PE19 Biodiversity and Geodiversity

The Council will protect and enhance habitats and
species of importance, and will promote biodiversity
and geodiversity through the planning process.
Accordingly:

1. Development likely to have a significant effect
on Natura 2000 sites (including Special Protection
Areas, Special Areas of Conservation, and Ramsar
Sites) will be subject to an appropriate assessment.
Qualifying interests of a Natura 2000 site may not
be confined to the boundary of a desighated site.
Where an assessment is unable to conclude that a
development will not adversely affect the integrity
of the site, development will only be permitted
where there are no alternative solutions, there are
imperative reasons of overriding public interest,
including of a social or economic nature and
compensatory measures are provided to ensure
that the overall coherence of the Natura network is
protected. Where the site has been designated for
a European priority habitat or species, consent can
only be issued in such cases where the reasons for
overriding public interest relate to human health,
public safety, beneficial consequences of primary
importance for the environment or for other
reasons subject to the opinion of the European
Commission (via Scottish Ministers);

. Development affecting Sites of Special Scientific
Interest will not be permitted unless it can be
demonstrated that the overall objectives of the
designation and the overall integrity of the
designated area would not be compromised,
or any significant adverse effects are clearly
outweighed by social, environmental or economic
benefits of national importance;

. Development likely to have an adverse effect
on European protected species; a species listed
in Schedules 5, 5A, and 8 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); or badgers
as per section 10 of the Protection of Badgers Act
1992, will only be permitted where the applicant
can demonstrate that a species licence is likely to
be granted;

4. Development affecting Local Nature Reserves,

Wildlife Sites, Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation and Geodiversity Sites (as identified
on the Proposals Map and in Supplementary
Guidance SG08 ‘Local Nature Conservation and
Geodiversity Sites’), and national and local priority
habitats and species (as identified in the Falkirk
Local Biodiversity Action Plan) will not be permitted
unless it can be demonstrated that the overall
integrity of the site, local habitat or local species
population will not be compromised, or any
adverse effects are clearly outweighed by social or
economic benefits of substantial local importance;

. Where development is to be approved which

could adversely affect any site, habitat or species
of significant local nature conservation value, the
Council will require appropriate mitigating meas-
ures to conserve and secure future management
of the relevant natural heritage interest. Where
habitat loss or fragmentation is unavoidable, the
creation of replacement habitat fo compensate
for any negative impacts will be required, along
with provision for its future management. Where
adverse impacts on locally important species are
unavoidable, measures to protect and enhance
the wider local population of that species will be
required; and

. All development proposals should conform to

Supplementary Guidance SG07 ‘Biodiversity and
Development'.

4.19 Biodiversity is the variety of life that exists on earth.
Public bodies have a duty under the Nature Conservation
(Scotland) Act 2004 to further the conservation of
biodiversity. An important part of this is the safeguarding of
identified sites, habitats and species which are protected
under national legislation, and international obligations
such as the Habitats and Bird Directives. In addition, the
Falkirk area has a system of non-statutory local nature
conservation sites (Wildlife Sites, Sites of Importance for
Nature Conservation and Geodiversity Sites) and a Local
Biodiversity Action Plan which identifies a number of priority
species and habitats.

4.20 Policy PE19 provides general support for biodiversity
as a consideration within the planning process, and sets out
the level of protection which will be afforded to the hierarchy
of sites, species and habitats. Supplementary Guidance
SGO07 ‘Biodiversity and Development’ provides guidance

on how biodiversity should be safeguarded and promoted
through development, including the control of non-native
invasive species on development sites. Supplementary
Guidance SGO08 ‘Local Nature Conservation and
Geodiversity Sites’ provides further information on the
non-statutory local sites which have been reviewed through
LDP2.
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