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Morris, John

Subject: FW; application no P/12/0718/FUL

From: G BALFOUR
Sent: 11 December 2012 16:05
To: brown, kevin
Subject: application no P/12/0718/FUL
Dear Sir,
We wish to object to the plans for dwellings at Rode; Drive Polmont on the above application :-
This groundis classed in the local plan as OPEN SPACE

Access to ground not suitable for refuse lorries, fire engines stc.

Rodel Drive is already very busy with vehicles, parking vehicles (most houses have 2 or more cars) plus the 8 Flats
from Tolsta Crescent who have garages and park in Rodgl Drive.

The local school is alreadystruggling with its intake.

The Docters surgeries also struggle to cope with the number of patients.
Finally, the drains in Polmont under pressure flooding regularly.

Yours sincerely,

Mr & Mrs G Balfour
44 Rode| Drive
Polmont

FK2 0YU
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The information contained in this e-mait is confidential and is intended only for the named recipient{s). If you are not the intended recipient, you must not
copy, distdbule or take any action or reliance on it. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender. Any unauthensed disclosure of the
information contained in this e-mail is strictly prohibited.

The views and opinions expressed in lhis e-mail are the senders owin and do not necessarily represent the views and opinions of Falkirk Council.
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Morris, John

Subject: FW: Planning Application P/12/0718/FUL

From: George Smart

Sent: 04 Janvary 2013 16:17

To: brown, kevin

Subject: Planning Application P/12/0718/FUL

Hi Kevin,

Further to our recent phone conversation regarding the above planning application, 1 wish to raise my
concern about how this would impinge on the skyline to the rear of my property at 28 Lawers Crescent.

I look forward to hearing from you in due course.

George Smart,
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The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and is intended only for the named recipientés). If you are not the intended recipient, you must not
copy, distribute or {ake any action or reliance on it. If you have received this e-mail in error, please nolify the sender. Any unauthorised disclosure of the
information contained in this e-mail is strictly prohibited.

The views and opinions expressed in this e-mail are the senders own and do not necessarily reprasent the views and opinions of Falkirk Council.
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25 Rodel Drive
Cee Poimont
Falkirk
FK2 OYU
h.l12.12

o

Application : P/12/0718/FUL

Dear Sir.

I write to object to the proposed plan to build houses on the
land to the east of Rodel Drive, Polmont.

I do so for the following reasons :

e Permission for the land fo be developed has been refused
on several occasions

o Access will cause an increase in traffic in an already busy
road with constructor Traffic causing congestion

e Parking will be affected as this development will change
the cul de sac into a direct access road ~ removing the
parking/furning area

¢ An increase in traffic will lead fo an increase in noise in
the area

¢ In bad weather, Rodel Drive is not fully serviced by
gritters or snow clearing equipment. More traffic will
render the road even more hazardous

o Many houses are built in this area with limited amenities.

e More housing will lessen the open space and impact on the
natural environment

Thank you.

Yours sincerely

—.
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25 Rodel Drive
Polmont
Falkirk
FK2 oYU
5.12.12

Application : P/12/0718/FUL

Dear Sir.

I write to object to the proposed plan to build houses on the
land to the east of Rodel Drive, Polmont.

I do so for the following reasons :

Permission for the land to be developed has been refused
on several occasions

Access will cause an increase in traffic in an already busy
road with constructor traffic causing congestion

Parking will be affected as this development will change
the cul de sac into a direct access road - removing the
parking/furning area

An increase in traffic will lead to an increase in noise in
the area

In bad weather, Rodel Drive is not fully serviced by
gritters or snow clearing equipment, More traffic will
render the road even more hazardous

Many houses are built in this area with limited amenities.
More housing will lessen the open space and impact on the
hatural environment

Thank you.

Yours sincerely
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FOLMONT
STIRLINGSHIRE

The Development Manager; Falkirk Council, Abbotsford House, David's Loan, Falklik, FK27YZ2,

Gbjeclion to Planning appiication PAZI0T18/F UL

Object to the planning application for the following reasons:-

With reference to seclions 26 and 37(} of the Town and Country Plannlng (Scottand) Act

The application Is contrary to and In opposition fo the following policles: -

LR14, sile to be tetained for Lelsure and recreational puiposes; Policy POL 14 presumption agalnst Skyline Davalopment:
[Policy POL 2 the achlevemant of balance batwasn In the devalopment of the urban erea, EQ21; EQ24; EQ26; SC2: 5012
Palley ENV 3(part2); COM1; Gom 6; as psr the applicants cwn application.

The bullding of an ndusidal Complex and assodlated housing has Increased the number of units whichwill be built thest the
requirement of 2100 housa to be bullt within the fimé frame 2001 to 2020, and should maich the target of 1631 houses, by year
2018, as per the local plan..

The two story dwalling would have a visual Impact on the are, Is over bearing, out of scale end effect the characier Inn tams
wilh the existing devalopment In ths viinity, Including Portree Crasecent; Taymouth Road, Skye Dilve, Rodell Road, (Tha other
place} )

The two story dwelling would have & visual Ipact on the skyline

- The fvie story dwelling would have views In 1o the privacy of the-existing occuplers espsclally thoseln Lawers Crescent, which ~ -~

are over looked by the proposed development
The difference I styles belwean the planned hwo story dwellings phase 1and phase 2 would have a visual impact on the area.

The increase In conatruction traffle would havs an adverse effect on exlsting road Infrastruciure of Lathallen drive, Including
Rodel, Taymouth, Poriree and .

‘The previous planning appeal by Bellway homss, from the now agent for the applicant, was dismissed on 7% June 2007, By the
reporier of the Scettish executive, for the reasons that the agent has included tn his planning application, as grounds for the
appeal. Reference PIPPAS240/104

The Falkirk and districl settlement plan does not Include the site as & windfall site suitabls for housing of four or undar. The
argument that this Is a small devetopment does nol falf Into the guldelines as per section 24 of the Scotlish Planning Poticy
SPPS Planning for Homes

The site has a imlied but valuable contribullon fo the Poimont SING, the arguments by the applicant that uses the

The application doss not compiy with the naed for Soclat Housing of the green space Initiative section 13.13 Polmont
Setflement Area. )

Please note that as per the Instruction on the notification, and to prevent unwarranted harassment please rafrain from
posting any personal information on to a Publlc domaln
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AYMOUTH ROAD
POLMONT
STIRLINGSHIRE

The Development Manager; Falkirk Council, Abbotsford House, David’s Loan, Falkirk, FK27Y2,

Oblection to Planning application PH2/0718/FUL

Object to the planning application for the following reasons:-

With reference to sections 25 and 37{°) of the Town and Country Planning {Scotland) Act

The application Is conlrary to and in opposition to the followlng policles: -

LR14, sile to be retained for Lelsure and recreatlional purposes; Policy POL 14 presumption agalnst Skyline Development:
[Polioy POL 2 the achlevement of bafance betwasn In the development of {he urban erea, EQ21] EQ24; EQ25; 8C2; 5012,
Pollcy ENV 3(pani2); COM1; Com B; as per the applicants own application,

The bullding of an Indusidal Complex and assoclated housing has Increased tha number of unils which will be bulll mest the
requirernent of 2108 house to be built within the tims frame 2001 {0 2020, and should match the target of 1631 houses, by year
2018, as per the local plan.,

The two story dwalling would have a visual impact on the area, I8 over bsaring, out of scale and effect the charactet Inn taims
with the existing devalopment In the vicinity, tncluding Porlres Grosecent; Taymouth Road, Skys Drive, Rodell Road, (The other
place) ' '

The two story dwelting would have a visual impact on the skyline

- The tro-story dwelling would have views In to the privacy of the existing occuplers especially thoseIn Lawers Crascent, wieh ~ e

are over Jooked by the proposed development ]
The differonee in styles betwesn fhe plannad two story dwellings phase 1and phase 2 would have a visual impact on the erea.

The Incrense In constivetion lraffic would have an adverss efiect on existing road Infrasiruciure of Lathelien drive, Including
Rodel, Taymouth, Portree and .

The previous planning appeal by Belway homes, from the now agent for the applicant, was dismissed on 7" June 2007, By the
reporier of the Seoltish executive, for the reasons that the agen! has Includsd In his planning application, as grounds for the
appeal Referenca PIPPAI240/104

‘The Falkirk and disitict settlenent plan does not include the sfic as a windfall site suitable for housing of four or under. The
argument that this Is a small development does not fall into the guldelines as par section 24 of lhe Scotlish Planning Poticy
SPP3 Planning for Homes

The site has a limited but valuable conirbution to fhe Polmont SINC, the arguments by the epplicant that uses the

The application doss not compiy vith the need for Soclal Housing or the green space Initiative sactlon 13,4 3 Polmont
Sefllement Area, '

Please note that as per the Instruction on the notification, and to prevent unwarranted harassment please refrain from
posting any personal Information on to a Publle domatn




POLICY COM.6
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The Council will seek to ensure that a
satisfactory distribution and quality of open
space and recreational facilities exists across
the Council area. Accordingly.

i the loss of open space and recreational
facilities will not normally be permitted
except where, as part of a community-wide
assessment of provision, it Is demonstrated
that the loss will have no adverse impact on
visual or recreational amenity and will
release resources for  qualitative
improvements to facilities in the community
as a whole;

2 Local Plans will identify and seek to address
any remaining localised deficiencies in
provision;

3 resources will generally he concentrated on
improving the quality, management and
accessibility of existing provision; and

4 all new housing development must
contribute to the provision and maintenance
of open space and recreational facilities
elther through on-site provision or
contributions to  off-site  provision.
Standards will be set out in Local Plans
based on the provision of 2.8ha per 1000
persons.

sustiniig commuoniias

4.21

4.22

4,23

The provision of public open space and
recreational facilities is an important determinant
of quality of life within communities. Overall,
Falkirk Council enjoys a relatively good level of
provision, which will be significantly enhanced
given wider community access to the Falkirk
Schools Project schools, However, this broad
picture masks some localised deficiencies and
issucs associated with the quality of provision.

Given this background, the strategy is to avoid the
loss of open space and facilities, except where a
comprehensive assessment of physical resources in
an area suggests that rationalisation can result in
an overall improvement in the quality of
provision. This may occur, for example, where an
arca of open space is making little cffective
contribution to quality of life in a community, and
its disposal would make resources available for
upgrading of another piece of open space.
Although Local Plans will continue to identify any
remaining  quantitative  deficiencies  in
communities, the emphasis will be on using
resources to improve the quality of existing
infrastructure. The Council’s Culture and Leisure
Strategy will assist in determining the role of
different parks and facilitics and establishing

priorities for enhancement.

It is important that new housing development
addresses the additional demand which it
generates for open space and leisure. Traditionally,
open space and play facilities have been provided
on-site, but contributions to existing or new off-
site provision will be considered as an alternative,
particularly in the casc of smaller sites following
consultation with the local community. In this
way, additional resources can be brought to bear
on achieving qualitative improvements. It will be
for Local Plans to set out detailed standards which
individual developments will have to meet.
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The protection and promotion of nature
conservation interests will be an important

consideration In assessing all development

proposals. Accordingly:

1 Any development likely to have a
significant effect on a designated or
potential European Site under the Habitats
or Birds Directives (Special Areas of
Conservation and Special Protection
Areas) or on a Ramsar or Site of Special
Scientific Interest (see Schedule Env.3),
must be subject to an appropriate
assessment of the implications for the
sites - conservation objectives. The
development will only be permitted where
the appropriate assessment demonstrates
that; e
a) It will not adversely affect the integrity
of the site, or; .~

b) there are no alternative solutions and
there are ‘imperative reasons of
overriding national public interest.

2 Sites of local or regional importance,
including Wildlife Sites and Sites of
importance for Nature Conservation, will
be defined in Local Plans, The designation
of sites will be based on Scottish Wildlife
Trust criteria. Development likely to have
an adverse impact on any such site or
feature will not be granted planning
permission unless it can be clearly
demonstrated that there are reasons
which outweigh the need to safeguard the
site or feature. Until such areas are defined
in Local Plans, identified or potential sites
will be afforded the same protection.

3 Local Plans will identify opportunities for
enhancing the natural herifage Including
new habitat creation, the identification of
‘wildlife corridors’ and measures to ensure
the protection of priority local habitats and
species as identified In the Falkirk Local
Biodiversity Action Plan.

4 The aims and objectives of the Falkirk
Local Biodiversity Action Plan and any
associated Species Action Plans and
Habitat Action Plans will be a material
consideration in  assessing any
development proposal likely to impact on
local priority species and habitats.

environmaial auasliy

.

3

8.

5.10

5.11

There is growing international, and particularly
European recognition of the deterioration of
natural habitats and threat to wildlife species.

Increasing cemphasis is placed on maintaining B

biodiversity, or in other words, the wide diversity
of habitats and species, in order that these can be
passed on, for the benefit of future generations.

The Council area contains a wide range of natural
habitats and species of significance and efforts have
already been made to identify thesc assets and

:-
SO
3
=
o
o I
b
-5
O
| ey
&
=3

ensure their protection through appropriate ™%

policies. In general, the approach is to discourage
development in any of these areas unless it can be
established that there is no adverse impact on the
areas and no suitable alternatives exist. The
strength of the policies reflect the significance of
individual areas. Any development permitted in
these areas will be expected to include mitigation
measures to reduce or eliminate damage to the
nature conservation interests or to providc
replacement habitats.

Recognition of nature conservation interest in
areas outwith those already designated for
protection is increasing, including many sites
within the urban areas. The need for co-ordination
between the many groups and agencies involved in
this subject area, to share information and
resources is also recognised. The Council are
supporting the preparation of a Local Biodiversity
Action Plan for the area which will help to achieve
this co-ordination and to produce a prioritised
action plan dealing with habitats and species. The
output of such an action plan will inform future
planning policies and co-ordinate initiatives to
protect and enhance key habitats and species.




Schedule ENV.3: &

Level  Designation  Purpose of Designation ~ General Locations
International Ramsar Sites Sites identified under the Ramsar Firth of Forth SPA.

and Special Canvention and designated under

Protection Areas the EU Birds Directives to protect

(SPAs) the habitats of rare, threatened or

migratory birds.

international Special Areas of Sites identified under the EC Black Loch Moss (part).
Conservation Habitats Directive to protect rare,
(SACs) endangered or vulnerable habitats
and species.
National (SS8Sls) Designated by Scoftish Natural Avon Gorge,
Sites of Special Heritage as being of national Darnrig Moss,
Scientific Interest  significance. Carron Glen,
Firth of Forth,
Bo'mains Meadow
Denny Muir

Carron Dams
Howierigg Muir
Biack Loch Moss

Local Wildlife Sites Sites of regional or local importance defined in Local Plans
which meet established Scoltish
Wildlife Trust criteria.

Sites of Importance  Other sites of local importance, defined in Local Plans
to Nature particularly for urban wildlife or as
Conservation part of wildlife corridors.

Wildlife Corridors To benefit wildlife by creating links  defined in Local Plans
hetween habitats including
protected areas.

fatkirk council structure plan - 2007




4.48

New development will .be required to

open space and play provision, mesr

informed by the Council’s open spac
8

set out in
(2) Financsai

area, and tha
qualilative im

part of :the development
layout, ng to .its ‘chara

identity;

':. » links into thew_
S pedestrtan!cyc[e

play al ______as_whlch form part of it,
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4.49

4.50

4.51

4.52

4.53
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Education

Access to local school facilities, both primary and
high schools, in suitable accommodation and at
appropriate class sizes, is an essenfial requirement
for new housing. In overall terms it is anticipated
that there will be adequate capacity in existing and
proposed new schools to accommodate the
residential development permitted by the Local
Plan. However, there are localised areas where
schoal improvements may be necessary.

Having replaced five of its secondary schools under
Scotland’s first schools PFI project in 2000, the
remaining four schools have also now been rebuilt
under the Community Schools project. In addition,
new non-denominational primary schools have
been built at North Larbert and Maddiston, and a
new denominational primary school is planned for
the Larbert/Stenhousemuir area. In addition, where
a known housing site ks Idenfified and school
capacity Is an issue that has to be addressed
through developer contributions, this is noted
agalinst the relevant proposal.

Windfall sites may raise issues concerning school
capacity. Such proposals will be assessed in terms
of Policy SC14 below. Where capacity problems
exist, contributions will be sought unless increases
in capacity are not possible or will prejudice the
Council’s education policies. It Is the Councifs
preference that primary schools do not exceed
2-stream capacity (430) pupils.

sﬁﬁlcrent capacity withi
catchment sc_hool 10 ‘accommodate children,

"con5|stent
8, the

ot be improved in a2 ma;
Council’s - education
t will not be permitted.

There is increasing demand for nursery and child
care facilities either through new development
or changes of use of existing bulldings. Such
proposals will be favourably considered provided
the criteria set out in Policy SC15 are met.

falkirk council focal plan - adopted december 2010




3.80 Policy EQ24 also extends to particular species,

3.81

including those referred to in specific legislation. Of
particutar note is the Bean Goose, a nationally rare
species which over winters on the Slamannan
Plateau and has been the subject of detailed
surveys in recent years. A range of threais exist to
the Bean Geese, Iincluding development,
afforestation, mineral extraction and wind farms.
Consideration will be given to producing
supplementary planning guidance on the
conservation of this important species, Where
development may impact on European Protected
Species (e.g. bats, otters and great crested newts),
the Habitats Regulations set out three tests which
must be satisfled before planning permission can
be granted:

(i) the development is in the interests of public
health and safety or for other imperative
reasons of overriding public interest, including
those of a social and ecenomic nature;

there is no safisfactory alternative; and

the development will not be detrimental io the
maintenance of the species at a favourable
conservation status in their natural range.

The Habitats Direcfive, and related Circular 6/95,
draws attention to the importance of wildlife
corridors and stepping stone sites, which are not
designated, but are nonetheless important for
species migration and genetic exchange because
of their linear or continuous nature. These include
such features as rivers, canals, railway lines,
semi-natural woodlands and hedgerows, wetlands
and urban open space. Policy EQ24 will be applied
to such areas which, although they may not be
specifically Identified on the Proposals Map, are
nonetheless important.
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3.82

s
{= o

EQ24 ECOLOGICAL SITES 2
' FEATURES .

(1) Deve]opment likely to have
on ‘Natura 2000 sites .
Protectmn Areas, Spe Areas - of
ervation, and Ramsar Sites) wllt be subject
an’ approprlate assessment.."Where an
sessment is unable to conclude ‘that a
elopment - will not adversely affect the
grity .of the site, development wi
rmitted where . there are
tions; and there are ;mperati

igﬁiﬁcant effect
u_ding Special

srnative
easons of

“overriding public interest, including those of a
socta[ or economlc n_ature These can be of a

" "has been des:gnated ‘a. European priority
"' “habitat or species.'C ent can oniy be issued
",.in such cases where the reasons for overriding
public interest relate to human health, public
safety, - bepeficial ‘consequences of _primary
Emportance __for the enwronment Lar

"fiimportance for -Nature Conservati_on, Local
. Nature ‘Reserves, wildlife cor_r_l_do_

mporiance will not be perm:tte'
demonslrated fhat ‘the overal

Jhor! any adverse
effects are_. c!ear!y outweighed by sacial or
_ of substantial tocal

4) Devetopmen ikely to have an adverse affect on
species which are protected under the Wildlife
and Countryside ‘Act 11981, as amended, ‘the

Hab:tats and Birds Darectlves, or the Protection

e-management aof the sifes atural
Interest. " 'Where habltat 'loss is
unavmdable, the creation of replacement habitat
to compensate for any losses_will be required,

along with provision for its future management. .

{6) The Councni; _ partnersh:p with landowners and
other . " relevant terests, . will ~.seek - the
preparation an __rh'ental[on of management
plans for sites of nat' e conservatlon interest.

falkirk council local plan - adopted december 2010




3.88

EQ26 TREES WOODLAND AND
HEDGEROWS '

The Councr! 'cogmses the ecological, landscape,
economic and recreational importance of trees,
woodland and hedgerow_ Accordrngl ; .

(‘l) Felllng deirimental to Eandscape, a e_r]_lty, nature
onservation ' or recreational interesfs will be
“discouraged, in parlrcular ancient, ‘long-

established and semi-natural wuodlands will he

protected a

(2) ln an area covered by a ’l'ree Preservation Order
~(TPO) ora Conservation Area, development will
not be permitted unless it can be proven that

. -the proposal. will inot adversely affect the
.. “longevity, stability.. or appearance of the irees,
;. Where necessary, “endangered ‘trees and
" woodlands - will ‘be ‘protecte hrough the
_desrgnauon of further TPOs; "o

(3) _.EWhere development is “permitted wh|ch will
= involve the :loss ‘of trees or hedgerows of
- memty value, the Council will normally require
' anting approprlate m erms  of

] | agement exlstmg
.;woodland and hedgerows will be encouraged.
Where the retention .of a3 woodland ‘area s
integral fo a. development proposal, developers
‘will normally be required to prepare a plan and
make provision for its future management and

appropriate ‘focal native species - En new and
replaceme t p[antmg schemes, or"non-natwe

- species ‘which are’ lntegral to 't ] hi

“ii landscape character.’:
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3.89

3.80

391

Watercourses

The rivers, burns, ditches and canals of the Council
area represent a valuable ecological and
recreational resource. Through the Water
Framework Directive, a new framework for the
protection of the water environment is being
established with water management and planning
undertaken on the basis of river basin districts.

Although water quality is generally improving
through fighter legislation and standards, and the
general decline in industrial activity, there are still
many threats from development. Policy EQ27 aims
to ensure that water guality, habitat and species
integrity and quality, and recreational amenity of
watercourses is safeguarded by development
proposals. Reference should also be made to
Policy EP17, which provides additional guidance
on canals, Policy ST11, on sustainable urban
drainage, and ST12 on flooding.

EQ27 WATERCOURSESHlE

The Cottncil recogmses:” rmportance ‘of

waiercourses “within fhe Councrl ;area in terms of

"'effect on the iandscape lntegnty, water quality,'
aquatic and riparian ecosystems, or recreational
."'._of watercourses Development
tercourse should

(3) There wrl] he a generél pre mpiron agamst
culvertmg of watercuurse_ ;

falkirk council local plan - adopted december 2010




4.23

4.24
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Housing s the predominant land use within the
communities of the Council area, and the quality of
the places where people live is critical both to the
quality of life of existing residents, and to attracting
new residents to the area. it is therefore central to
the strategy of ‘Sustainable Growth in all Our
Communities',

Housing Layout and Design

Quality needs to be built in at the planning and
design stage of residential developments. The
sustainable design principles outlined in Policy EQ1
and the other general design Policies EQ3-EQ7 will
be applied to all housing developments. In addition,
briefs and masterplans will be required to quide
development on particular sites and Design
Statements will be required in respsct of proposals,
as specified in Policy EQ2, The Council's SPG Note
on Housing Layout and Design provides further
guidancs.

in addition to these general requirements, Policy
SC6 sets out some more specific standards for
residential development in relation to density and
general amenity standards. The density of new
developments should generally be determined by
an analysis of the grain and character of the
surrounding area, with higher densities generally
being appropriate in and around town centres and
key transport nodes and routes. On larger sites, it
important that density is varied to avoid monotony
and to create areas of different character which
correspond with and reinforce the overall structure
of streets, nodes and spaces within the
development. Standards relating to private amenity
space, privacy and overshadowing are intended to
safeguard the amenity of individual houses and
ensure that sites are not overdeveloped.

CREATING AND MAINTAINING RESIDENTIAL AMEN

4.26

4.27

4.28

4.29

ITY

- “(":J:USING DENSITY T

acity shown
of windfall
_ haracter of the

unding area and gh objectives for
the site. Higher densities may be allowed where
it is clearly demonstrated that this will assist in

{2} On large’ _ 10uld be varied
. to create areas of different character, reflecting
the : structure ''of ‘streets and spaces i
development. !

ments, comm
-clothes drying ‘and private amenity shou
i provided. : St

{4) Housing layouts should ‘be designed:to ensure
. adequate  privacy and to avoid  excessive
- overshadowing of houses or gardén ground, A
“minimum’ . 'distance :
windows of 18 metres

Changes of Use in Established Resfdential Areas
It is important that the established amenity of
residential areas is protected against the
introduction of inappropriate or incompatible uses.
At the same time, the provision of certain local
facilities and services within housing areas can help
reduce trip lengths, encourage access by walking
and cycling, and generally give identity and
community focus 1{o neighbourhoods. The
development of technology is also opening up
increased potential for working from home, a trend
which is supported by the SPP, and can vyield
benefits in terms of reducing commuting.

Policy SC7 sets out criteria to be met by proposals
for non-residential uses in residential areas, and
lays stress on the need to ensure there is ho
detriment to local residents through noise,
disturbance, traffic generation or parking.

SC7 ESTABLISHED RESIDENTIAL

Within established residential areas, there will |
general presumpfion against the introduction of

shops), kin con Iness
uses (e.g. guest houses) will be supported where it
can be -demonstrated :that the quality -of the
residential environment would be safeguar:
property is

type ‘and I ihle, and
satisfactory access and parking can be provided.

falkirk council local plan - adopted december 2010




6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

Walking and Cycling

The role of the pedestrian network is fundamental
to our ability to travel. Its design, maintenance and
links to other modes all play a central role in its
effectiveness. If any of these are of poor quality, or
are overlooked, our abllity to fravel on foot is
reduced. We may be able to choose another mode
of travel to complete the journey or we may be
unable to make that journey at all.

Cycling can fulfil a role for a variety of journeys. It is
possible, for instance, to commute to work, trave! to
school or travel to rail or bus stations as part of
tonger journseys. Cycling can also serve a distinct
leisure role, which has further issues for
infrastructure. Like walking, cycling can be used for
short journeys. It also has practical use in journeys
over medium distances.

The Local Plan can promote the development and
use of pedestrian and cycle networks through
identifying specific routes and setting requirements
for pedestrian and cycle provision within new
development.

The preparation of the Council's Core Paths Plan,
as required by the Land Reform Act and referred to
in Structure Plan Policy TRANS.1, has identified an
integrated system of routes, both urban and rural,
recreational and functional,

ST1 .

The Councn wrll safeguard and promote the
development of .the -core . path ‘network. ‘Where
appropriate, developer contributions - to - the
implementation of the network will be sought, -

CORE PATH NETWORK

It is crucial that a high quality of pedestrian and
cycle infrastructure is built info new development,
as set out in Pollcy ST2. Routes must allow
journeys to be completed in reasonable safety and
as conveniently as possible. Routes should be
direct, along established or likely desire lines and
built to a quality sufficient to encourage their use.
Developers will be required to demonstrate how
any proposed development integrates with existing
pedestrian and cycle networks.

T

Y

6.11

ST2 'PEDESTRIAN TRAVEL
AND CYCLING L

New deveiopment will be requlred to provrde an
appropriate standard of . pedestrian ‘and cycle
infrastructure, This will consist of on-'and, where
appropriate, off-srte measures that allow pedeslrran
and . ‘cycle “movements - within .- and “beyond
developments, ‘and - ensure that those wrshmg fo
use pedestrian/cycle networks are_not dissuaded
from ‘doing  so through the 'absence of suilab]e
Infraslructure SRS :

(1) AiE pedestrran and cycle routes wrll comply wrth
the standards set out in the Design Guidelines
:and Gonstruction Standards for Roads in the
Falkirk ;' Council ‘Area.’ Where : appropnate,
infrastructure supportl : the two. modes wi!E be
oomb[ned AR

(2) Pedestrran and - cyele facrlltues In " new
- developments should offer .appropriate I|nks to
-‘existing networks in surrounding areas, to other
Camenities and oommunity facilities and support

_- object:ves in agreed TraveI Pians where
“relevant.’ ¥

(3) Pedestrian and cycIe g movement withm
. developments ‘should be allowed for via dlreot
“routes wrthout barriers.

(4) Pedestrian nd cyc!e Ilnks should be provrded
‘that offer . connectlons ‘1o ‘public transport
oonnectrons An the surroundmg -area.:For
gurdance ‘In new developments, no pedestrian
should have to walk more -than 400m to the
nearest bus stop :

(5) Where practran no pedestnan route should be
“obstructed by features that render It unsurtahte
--for the mobllity lmpalred._ -

(6) The surfacing, lighting, . desrgn mamtenance
~-and ‘location of .pedestrian -and cycle ‘routes
'should promote “their -safe 'use “Particular
“.emphasis should be given to the ‘provision of
~suitable lighting, and ‘the provision of suitably

" designed and located crossing facilitles where
i 3routes meet the  public road network. :

(7) Pedes’trlan and cycle routes for school joumeys
. should be provided in residential development
- where a need to do so is identified. In all cases,
.-the -aim should be to provide an overall
~'walking/cycling 'distance “between ‘home and
" "school of less than 2 miles wherever _practical,

or less than 1 m:[e for pedest i journeys to
~:primary school

(8) Cyo]e parking should be provided En accordance
- with the standards set out in Falkirk -Council's

.. ‘Design Guidelines and Construction Standards
. for Roads in the Falkirk Council Area. :

falkirk councit focal plan - adopted december 2010
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3.73

3.74

3.75

3.76

Landscape

The Falkirk Council area has a remarkably varied
landscape in terms of character and quality. An
overall understanding of the landscape resource is
provided by the Central Region Landscape
Assessment 1998 and Stirling/Grangemouth
Landscape Assessment 1998, which identify the
range of landscape character units present in the
area.

Policy EQ22 is intended to ensure that
development proposals which are likely fo have a
significant landscape impact are properly assessed
to ensure that a suitable landscape fit can be
achieved. This will be important both for
developments located within the countryside and
proposals to extend settlements. Landscape and
visual assessment should be integrated into the
Design Statement for developments (see Policy
EQ2), where required, and should accord with the
Landscape Institute’s 'Guidelines for Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment’, 2nd Edition. In the
case of housing, reference should also be made to
PAN 44: Fitting New Housing Development into the
Countryside.

_Iy to have a
e accompanied
‘and - visual
; ment, which
rates ‘that the settmg "_capab!e of
absorbing the ‘development, in njunction - with
suitable . Iandscape mitigation measures, and that
best environmental fit has been achleved En terms
of the landscape character of the area. G

Areas of Great Landscape Value (AGLVs) are
designated to safeguard locally important areas of
outstanding scenic character or quality from
inappropriate development, The Structure Plan
identifies two existing AGLVs - the Avon Valley and
the Denny Hills - and one new area - Bo'ness South
- for such protection. These represent the highest
quality landscapes in the area, and Policy EQ23
accords them additional protection over and above
that provided by normal countryside policies.

EQ23 AREAS OF GREAT

The Council wrl! pr
Value - from  dey
detrimental . to
landscape quality,In"a
relevant . countrysi
thesa areas w:ll

emonsiratmg that lhe_ development
mmodated without rse impact on
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3.77

3.78

3.79

Biodiversity and Nature Conservation

The maintenance and promotion of biodiversity -
the variety of life that exists on earth - is a key
component of sustainable development. The SPP
emphasises the duty on public bodies to further the
conservation of biodiversity, and the need for this
to be reflected in development plans. As well as
national legislation, international obligations exist
in the form of the Habitats and Birds Directives,
and the Ramsar Convention.

The Falkirk Council area supports a rich diversity
of different habitats. This includes rivers and other
wetlands, estuarine habitats, woodlands, farmland,
grasstand and meadows, quarries and tips, peat
bogs and urban open space. Habitat surveys
carried out over recent years have helped to define
the type and nalure of the existing nature
conservation resource. This has been followed up
by the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP)
process which has identified and produced action
plans for local priority habitats and specles.

Policy EQ24 sets out the Councif's policy for
protecting the network of sites of ecological
importance within the area. Statutory sites
designated under international legislation are
afforded the greatest protection. These include
Special Protection Areas (SPAs), and Special
Areas of Conservation (SACs), collectively known
as Natura 2000 sites, and Ramsar Sites. At the
national level, Sites of Spacial Scientific Interest
(SSS8ls} are designated under the Wildlife and
Counfryside Act 1981. At the local level,
non-statutory sites which meet certain criteria are
designated as Wildiife Sites, whilst further sites of
local interest are identified as Sites of iImportance
for Nature Conservation (SINCs). The process of
identifying and classifying local sites is ongoing,
and other sites of value which would meet the
relevant criteria, but have not yet been designated,
will be afforded protection. A list of all protected
slites Is given in Appendix 2. Securing the
management of all designated sites will be a key
objective.




3.6

3.7

It is also important that developers demonstrate in
their planning submissions how the sustainable
design principles have been complied with and that
sufficient information accompanies applications to
allow these factors to be properly assessed.
Structure Plan Policy ENV.7 requires that
development proposals which would have
significant visual and physical impact on a site and
its surroundings be accompanied by a Design
Statement, and Policy EQ2 confirms that the scope
of such statements showld accord with the
principles set out in Policy EQ1.

EQ2 IMPLEMENTATION OF
_SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
'PRINCIPLES

In-order "t ensure that the prmclp[es set out in
Policy . EQ1 are .in

eEopment
proposals requmng a comprehens e approach
design .and _infrastruclure The Councl! will

& Masterplans
- Briefs; : :

(2) Development : Bri_efs will be prepa ____d by the
0o Councll for e

pplications
‘business ;
_alfer proposals affectin,
L r.buildings,” should b
mpanied by a Des:gn Statement explain[ng
how -each of the factors i in Pollcy EQ1 ha

4)
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3.8

3.9

3.10

Detailed Design Considerations

The Council's aim is that new development should
enhance the image of individual communities and
the Council area as a whole, create environments
that are attractive to live and work in, and contribute
fo global sustainability objectives. Detailed design
criteria which seek to achieve this are set out in
Polictes EQ3 - EQ6.

Key townscape design principles fo be followed in
site planning are set out in Policy EQ3. This policy
focuses on the visual aspects of development, with
emphasis on both the quality and integrity of the
development Hself, and its successful integration
with its surroundings.

EQ3 TOWNSCAPE DESIGN

pment will. be reqmred ontnbuie
positively to the quality.of the bullt ‘envirohment,
Proposals should accord iih the following crlterEa

(‘1) he . siting, -~ layout and density - of - new
= development should create a coherent structure
f streets, amenity space and buildings which
espects and complements the site’s environs
nd creates ‘a sense Y
“development; !

(2) Streets and pub[lc sp
. fronting them, and .w
h:gh quality ar
. treatment will be re

(3) The design of ne

%7 surrounding -urb

i helght, massing a

re this is not posmble_,__:_
ctural ~ or landscape
| as an alternative; .
iidings should reflect the
abric interms of scale,
_u;[dmg line; e

Cor :structures which
nscape ‘should be
\'rely into the

(6) The ntribution to the towns ape. of zmportant
iandmarks, skyllnes and v[ews should be
' Tespegted, i S




4.10

4.1

A
13

w3

Windfall Housing Development within the
Urban and Village Limits

In addition to the housing proposals identified
specifically in the Local Plan, other housing
development within the Urban or Village Limits will
be supported where it meets the criteria set out in
Policy SC2. Such windfall development will
generally be on brownfield sites and will assist in
meeting the general objective of recycling
redundant land and minimising take up of
greenfield sites. However, sites must meet
requirements in terms of accessibility, amenity and
infrastructure availability. An estimate of the output
from windfall sites has been built into the housing
land requirement calculation, and monitoring will
take place to check the actual output against the
estimate.

$C2 WINDFALL HOUSING =~
'DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE
URBANNVI AGE LIMIT

f'ff {ransport,
;. recreationa

aclty to accommodate__
associated - with “the
ar can be upgraded_
thre ugh appropnate deve!oper co

plots, Poilcy'.SCB is satisfied; and
(6) There .is no'c nflict with any other Lo a! Plan

. policy or prope al -
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4.12

4.13

Housing in the Countryside

There is continuing pressure for the development
of individual houses or groups of houses in the
countryside. Structure Plan Policy ENV.1 and Local
Plan Policy EQ19 set cut the broad approach of
restricting new development in the couniryside
unless a countryside location is required. Policy
8SC3 contains detailed criteria for assessing the
acceptability of proposals. In general, housing will
be permitted where it is required to support a
genuine rural economic activity. Further
opportunities will arise from the rehabilitation of
redundant properties and from appropriate infill
sites,

pursuance of
orestry, or the
for

g ‘essential - to
horticulture

ich might -have
d or otherwise

allenated from the ho} _
That there are no reas_ ‘opportunities for
| undant - huildings
ellinghouse; and

ole is capable of

beneficial restoration, ay
:certificate .from a

*» The ‘‘restored “or. converte
comparab!e scale and chara

envelope
buildings,
result i
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ACHIEVING QUALITY COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE

4.35

4.36

4.37

The Local Plan must consider the land use
requirements of a wide range of community
infrastructure including  education facilities,
community halls, open space and recreational
facilities, and healthcare provision. The adequacy
of provision in each service area varies across the
Council area and is influenced by demographic and
lifestyle trends and historic patterns of growth and
investment. As a general principle, resources need
to be focused in the first Instance on improving the
quality, management and accessibility of existing
facilities, although In some instances new or
replacement infrastructure are needed. Detailed
information on the issues affecting each community,
and proposals aimed at addressing them, is set out
in the Settlement Statements.

in general terms, the first priority for the Local Plan
is to ensure that there is no overall diminution in the
quantity of community provision through
development or land use change. Accordingly,
Policy SC10 generally prohibits the loss of facilities
without a clear jusfification based on need or
alternative means of service delivery, and provides
criteria for assessing proposals for new facilities.

SC10 EXIST§NG COMMUN%T‘{
FACELITiES '

(1} There w][l_be a presumption against the Joss of

. existing community facilities unless the Council
is safisfied that there | is no longer ; a'need for the
e alternatwe facility 15_

et as of worshsp, will
g nera[ly be su ported pro ded that:

. good access by publlc transport on
foot and by cycle, and.

4.38

4.39

4.40

Developer Contributions to

Community Facilities

As part of the strategy of ‘Sustainable Growth in all
our Communities’, it Is essential that housing
growth is matched by a commensurate growth in
community  infrasfructure. New residential
development places additional burdens on
infrastructure which may already be inadequate. In
the context of limited public resources, the onus will
be placed on developers to contribute funding for
both on- and off-site works to provide, upgrade and
maintain community and recreational faciiities in
these circumstances. Structure Plan Policy COM.5
sets out the context for this and indicates the broad
circumstances where provision may be required.
Government Circular 1/2010 provides additional
guidance on the scope and extent of planning
agreements, which are one of the main
mechanisms for securing developer contributions.

In this contexi, it is the role of the Local Plan to
identify areas where infrastructure is, or may
become deficient, to identify requirements against
specific sites identified in the plan, and to provide a
consistent basis, where possible, for determining
requirements In respect of windfall sites.

SC11 DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS |
TO COMMUNITY

reate or exace ba'te deflcienc:es
m, or rmpose sagmﬂcantly increased burdens on,

-requzremen__s ldentzﬁed

mechamsm for'securmg ccntnh trons, the

prmcipies contamed in Circular 11201(}

falkirk council local plan - adopted december 2010




4.41

4.42
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4.44

4.45

Open Space and Recreational Facilities

Open space is vital fo the quality of the urban
environment, providing areas for active and passive
recreation and contributing to the landscape
structure of settlements. Where linked into
networks they provide routes for safe walking and
cycling and corridors for wildlife. Good provision of
other facilities for formal recreation such as sports
halls, swimming pools and play areas contribute to
quality of life and healthy living objectives.

National policy guidance on open space and
recreational facilities is contained in the SPP and
PAN 65: Planning and Open Space. The SPP
emphasises the need to protect and enhance open
space and states that local authorities should
undertake open space audits and prepare open
space strategies.

Whilst the overall quantity of open space and range
of recreation facilifies within the Councll area is
generally good, there are problems of quality,
management and accessibility, as well as localised
deficiencies In the quantity and distribution of
facilities. The broad approach of the Council's
Culture and Leisure Strategy is to concentrate
investment on improving the quality of, and access
to existing facilities. It introduces a hierarchy of
strategic, core and local parks in order to prioritise
resources and action for open space improvement,
and identifies existing recreation facilities which
should be a priority for upgrading. Detailed
proposals arising out of the Culture and Leisure
Strategy are- included within the Setilement
Statements. The Council has followed up the SPP’s
requirements by underiaking an open space audit
for the Council area, and has formulated an open
space strategy to allow a more strategic approach
to planning for open space in the area, This sets out
appropriate standards, assesses provision in terms
of quantity, quality and accessibility, and identifies
priorities for improving the open space resource.

The Structure Plan, through Policy COM.6, seeks to
prevent the foss of open space and recreational
facilities unless it is proved that stich a loss will not
have an adverse impact on visual or recreational
amenity, considered as part of a community-wide
assessment of provision, and will release resources
for wider qualitative improvements to facilities. The
open space audit and strategy provides a basis for
such assessments,

In this context, Policy SC12 provides detailed
criteria for assessing proposals involving the loss of
open space. The principal open spaces within
communities are shown on the Proposals Map.
However, the policy will apply to other smaller,
incidental areas of open space as well.

chapter 04 - sustaining communities

4.46

447

appearance of the area, |
loss of; amemty space
..part of a'development;

rall open spacg
1d public access,

New developments must contribute meaningfuily
to the provision of open space and play facilities in
the local area, according to the principles
contained in Policy SC13 and taking account of
the various quantitative, qualitative and
accessibility standards set out in the Council's
Open Space Strategy. Traditionally, the
requirement has been met through on-site
provision, and this will continue 1o he the case with
most larger developments. However, in certain
circumstances, financtal contributions to off-site
provision or upgrading may be a more appropriate
alternative. The Council intends to prepare
Supplementary Planning Guidance to detail the
circumstances where financial contributions
towards the upgrading of off-site provision will be
deemed appropriate. The SPG will also provide
additional guidance on design, management and
maintenance.,
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PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE PRACTICE AND REDUCING FLOOD RISK

650 New development will impact on the water

6.51

6.52

enviranment in a number of ways. Drainage of land
is required to make it suitable for development, to
protect existing and proposed development from
the effects of flooding, to deal with surface water
run off from hard surfaces, and to take away and
treat foul sewage. Falkirk Council, SEPA and
Scottish Water have statutory responsibilities for
particular aspects of the water environment. it s,
however, the responsibility of designers of new
development to minimise the Impact of new
development on the water environment and
demonstrate how this has been achieved and
integrated with the principles of sustainable design.

New development reduces the surface permeability
by replacing vegetated ground with roofs and paved
areas. Traditionally surface water management has
tended to adopt a "hard” engineering approach.
However, there is now a general requirement under
the Water Environment (Controlled Activities)
(Scolland) Regulations 2005 for Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS) to be used for all
surface water run-off for new developments
discharging to the water environment. The basic
principles behind SUDS is that the design solution
should, wherever possible, mimic the natural water
cycle through such measures as;

® Managing surface water run off on site as near to
source as possible;

¢ Slowing down run off:
* Treating it naturally; and

* Releasing good quality surface water to
watercourses or groundwater.

Designers need to be aware of the requirements of
Scotlish Water, who have responsibility for the
future maintenance of public SUDS which have
been constructed to an appropriate standard under
‘Sewers for Scotiand’ 2nd Edition. They should also
be aware that measures that control water quality,
and thus satisfy SEPA's concerns, will not
necessarily be effective flood prevention measures.
This illustrates the Importance of designers
following current published best practice, including
the CIRIA C697 SUDS manual, and considering
surface water management issues at the early
stages of development process. SUDS should also
be integrated positively with strategies for open
space provision and biodiversity promotion within
development sites. Further guidance is contained
within the Council's SPG Note Flooding and
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems.

chapter 06 - sustainable transport & infrastructure

6.53

6.54

6.55

ST11 SUSTAINABLE URBAN
" DRAINAGE O

Surface water management for new development
should .comply with current best ‘practice on
sustainable . urban ‘drainage systems, “including
opportunities for promoting . biodiversity through
habitat creation. A drainage strategy, as set out in
PAN 61, ‘'should ‘be ‘submitted = with planning
applications. and must include flood attenuation
measures, detaiis for the long term maintenance of

any necessary features and a risk assessment.

In hydrological terms Falkirk Council is dominated
by the Forth Estuary and the two catchments of the
River Avon and Carron that flow into it. Falkirk
Council area therefore faces issues of both
watercourse and coastal flooding which have been
identified in greater detaif following the publication
of the Indicafive Flood Map by SEPA. Flooding
occurs when the volume of water sxceeds the
capacity of the water channel. It Is a natural
phenomenon and cannot be entirely prevented,
Whilst the risk can often be managed through
appropriate mitigation, In some clrcumstances
sustainable flood management or mitigation
measures may not be achievable.

The Councif maintains maps of all watercourses in
its area and collects data from a variety of sources
on both actual and predicted flooding events. In
addition to this, the Council uses SEPA’s Indicative
Flood Map as a strategic tool to identify land that
may be at risk from flooding. This information has
been taken into account in allocating land for
development. Over the recent past, flooding
incidents within Falkirk Council area have been
relatively small scale, and have tended to be
caused by localised management and
maintenance issues. This illustrates the impartance
of not only avoiding development in areas that will
obviously be at risk from flooding, in accordance
with the SPP and the Scottish Government's 4 ‘A’s
on flooding, but making sure, for all development,
that best practice design advice for surface water
management is followed. Where a planning
application is likely to raise a flooding issue from all
identified sources, applicants will be required to
demonstrate that any fiood risks can be adequately
managed. In carrying out this assessment Falkirk
Council will have regard to the risk framework set
out in the SPP.
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Survey/ Issues

= Overall there is a varied supply of public open space in Polmont in
quantitative terms, The overall statisticof 11.48haof publicopenspace
per 1000 people appears to be satisfactory; however there is some
underprovision in parts of the town e.g. Rumford, Reddingmuirhead
and Wallacestone, which have restricted accessibility.

- This is supported by the statistic that 66.9% of households have
access (within 400m) to a surveyed public open space, yet there are
several areas of the town with no access to a surveyed public open
space.

»  The supply of private gardens, with an average of 258m2 per
household, is lower than the average village supply of 384m* but
the highest of any town in Falkirk and much higher than the average
town supply of 193m™

- The percentage of households with access (within 400m) to a fit
for purpose surveyed public open space is variable, with 61.7% of
households having access to a fit for purpose surveyed public open
space. This indicates that the majority of existing open spaces are
fit for purpose, but there is an overall restricted quality of apen space
in the settlement.

«  Several of the town’s settlement-level public open spaces (sites 196,
208, 210 and 219) are considered to be “fair’ quality in their current
stae and require upgrading. This is often due to a combination of
poor maintenance and a lack of facilities for the local pepulation.

+  Generally the accessibility (within 400m) to surveyed public parks
and gardens is low in Polmont, with only 33.1% of households having
access to a surveyed public park & garden. There is underprovigion
in many parts of the town e.g. Rumford, Reddingmuirhead,
Polmontside, Paimont (east) and Westquarter.

+  Generally there is better accessibility (within 800m) to surveyed
sports areas in Falkirk, with 65.3% of households having access
to a surveyed site containing a sports area. Despite this, there are
variations in provision, with some neighbaurhoods having restricted
access (Reddingmuirhead, Wallacestone, Westquarter)) and a few
others having multiple access e.g. Brighton, Maddisten, Polmont
(west).

+ There is variable access (within 400m) to surveyed playspaces, with
only 45.1% of househelds having access to a surveyed playspace.
Many areas within Falkirk have access to a playspace, often
associated with access fo a sports area e.g. Brighton, Maddiston,
Polmont, Lauriesten. However, for many areas, playspaces are
under-provided e.9. Rumford, Reddingmuirhead, Polmoniside.
There are several areas with access (within 400m) to more than cne
site containing a playspace.

<  The majority of Polmont (94.9% of households) has access o a
surveyed green corridor or a site containing semi-natural greenspace
{within 1200m). The only that appears to be under-provided in terms
of access to this type of open space are parts of Wallacestone.

Strategy Overview

Develep the potential of the scitlement's strategic open spaces,
whist improving quality and accessibility at the local level
through the upgrading of parks that are surrently considered not
for purpose, such as Valioy Park, Polmont Park and Redding
Grassiands, augmented by creation of new open spaces in new
development within areas of guantitative deficiency. Build upon
the strong greenspace linkages through the town, provided by the
tnion Canal and the northern nehwork of sites {178, 120, 208, 207,
208) focusing on the potendal of the Canal 2s the spine 10 {ink
oifier spaces. Snsure that new open spaces being created inargas

{ deficiency link to the wider groenspace nebtwork  Haximise
oppermunitios for now open space and connections through Helix
impiementation.

Strategy Actions

National/ Regional-leve! Open Space

- At the national level, the Union Canal provides an excellent
greenspace corridor through the settlement, which is valuable both
as an enjoyable space in its own right, and as the spinal link in the
overall network of open space within the town.

»  Promote and enhance Union Canal as a regional green cormridor and
linear access route to provide backbone for improved linkages of
green network through settiement. Improve connections to adjacent
open spaces and consider introduction of facilities, intetpretation etc
at intervals along the canal.

»  The settlement's regional open space resource (Grey Buchanan
Park and Potmont Woods) has scope for improvement to provide
strategic open spaces of importance for Polmont and the wider
Falkirk area.

«  Grey Buchanan Park — improve access to the park from the south,
and access round intemally through improved path network, while
conserving existing mature woodland and parkland trees. Restore
historic character of the park.

- Polmont Woods — improve access to the site which is somewhat cut
off from Poimont by the MS. Manage site for nature conservation
and access with new facilities to support use for recreation, Habitat
Management of understorey and woodland planting to support long-
term future of woodland.

Sattlernent/ Neighbourhood-ievei Open Space

+  Atthe settiement level, the town benefits from numerous public open
spaces of ‘good' quality which are considered to be fit for purpose
e.g. Erskine Hill, Skye Drive, Montrose Road open spaces, Polmont
Bum, Westquarter Glen, Laurie Park etc. These sites perform a key
role in the provision of quality open space in the town. The quality
of these open spaces should be maintained and improved with new

facilities to support their function and their connectivity with the spine
of the Union Canal corricor should be improved.

«  Improve the quality of facilities and design of neighbourhood and
settiement level open spaces rated of ‘fair’ quality (Valiey Park,
Polmont Park, Greenpark Drive, Redding Grasslands) so that
all neighbourhoods have access to a good local park. Consider
developing these in different ways to achieve diversity in provision,

+  Maintain the ‘good’ quality standard of existing public open spaces
within the settiement while targeting new provision at key areas with
deficiencies in provision, Overall provision of open space in this
settlement could be mcreased to provide accessible public open
space for all. In particular, new provision should focus on the areas
of new housing allocations in Reddingmuirhead, Wallacestone and
Rumfard.

General

- Improve those sites identified as being of less than “good’ fitness
{for purpose through improvements in facilities and maintenance to
support their function.

- OQpportunities to enhance the health and well-being of the local
population through improved provision to public parks, sports areas
and play spaces in areas identified as being under-provided.

- Opportunities to enhance provision of links into sirategic green
comidars that pass through urban Polmont and form the basis of
strong green access network through the town,

- Biodiversity —numeraus sites with high biodiversity value with mature
woodlands, glens/bum corridors. Across-the-board improvements
can be made to biodiversity in all settlement/ neighbourhood-level
open spaces. Implement local biodiversity ‘toolkit for settiement-
level spaces.

+  Opportunities to enhance awareness of the cultural history and
importance of the setlement through interpretation of open spaces
and public art - Antonine Wall, Union Canal etc.

«  Opportunities for new allotments/ community gardens as part of land
allocated for new housing.
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5 Sito ID  Site Name
[ M9  The Thrums, Publlic Park, Laurieston

120 Westquarter Glen

175 Westquarter Bum

181  Mary Street

185 Califomia Park, Maddiston

198  Valley Park, Maddistan
Forgie Crescent
Laurle Park
Wallacestena Park
King George V Playing Fleid, Redding
Schoel Road Open Spaco, Redding
Polmont Bum, YWaterslde Gardens, Brightons
St Margarat's Piezying Flalds
Grey Buchanan Park, Poimont {Core Park)
Ersitne Hill Opon Space
Skye Drive Open Space
Mentrose Read Open Spaca
Peimont Park
Greonpark Drive
Union Canal Widlife Site
Redding Grasslands
Pelmont Woods.
Grahamsdyke Streat

e 2T

et £

: e

% Households with aceess to surveyed public open spaca within 400m: €8.9
% Housaholds with access to a Fit For Purpose surveyed public open space within 400m: 81,7

281000

4000

105000

Legend
Lirben Limit

Quality & Fitness For Purpose *

Poor A/

Not Flt For Purpose
Fair m

Site entrences
Accoss to surveyod public open space
thatis ot fit for purpose {within 400m)

Accass to surveyed public open space
that is fit for purpose (within 400m)

Very goad Fit For Purpose

Excoliont /M\

Survayed site not accessible to the public

* Fitness For Purpose has been assessed using qually assessment scores.

Falkirk Open Space Strategy

Figure POL.2

Quality & Fitness for Purpose -
Polmont

This map is repreduced from Ordnance Survey matorial with tho permission of Ordnance Survoy an behalf of tha Controller of Her Majosty's Statianary Offlce € Crown copyright Unaithanisod raproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosocution or civil procaedings. Falkirk Council 100023384 (2007).
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Site 1D Slte Name
119  The Thrums, Pubilc Park, Laurieston
120 Wostquarier Glen
175  Waostquarter Bum
181 Mary Street
195  Califomia Park, Maddiston
198  Valley Park, Maddiston
197  Forgie Crescent
Laurle Park
Wallacestone Park
King Goeorge V Playing Field, Redding
Schoot Road Open Spoce, Redding
Pelmont Bum, Watersido Gardens, Brightons
St Margaret's Playing Flelds
Grey Buchanan Park, Poimont (Core Park)
Erskine Hill Open Space
Skya Drive Open Spaca
Montrose Road Dpoen Space
Polmont Park
Greanpark Drive
Unien Canat Wildlife Site
Redding Grassiards
Polmont Woods
Grahemsdyko Streat

BT,

% Housoholds with accoss to any survayad public open space within 400m;
% Households with access to a surveyed shte contalning a Playspace within 400m:

__...._UNPQ&\Q. S SR . : - o R s G T L e : 12T g Housaholds with accoss to a surveyed site contalning a Sports Area within 800m:
200000

Legend Survoyed Sltos Accessibility of Surveyod Sltes

Urban Limit Ini Accoss 1o & slte contalning a Sports Area J  Access to mere than one site contalning mu.m——A——.w Oﬁms mﬂwmnm m.—..—nmﬂm@<
m " Sito containing a Sports Area within 800 NN A% rron witin 800m

Site entrances Site contalning a Playspace Access to o site containing a Playspace within 400m a _u_mﬂ.vnw n«ugﬁm%%h sito conteiring _H_ @ ure ﬂ O _l.h.

Site contal Accoss to a site containing 8 Sports Area within
NG & Playspace &a Sporis Area 800m and 3 site consalning & Playspaca witin 400m Access to Playspaces and

[ Other Open Space mUO_‘nm Areas - Polmont

This mag Is raproduced from Ordnanca Survey matorlal with the parmission of Grdnanes Survay on bohalt of the Gontraller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown capyright. Linauthorisod raproduction infrngas Crown copyright and may lead to prosecutien or civil proceadings. Falklrk Coungll 100023384 (2007).



(o]

257

(4008} ¥BEEZO00) [[PuneD WikgeS sBupeoad I Jo Lono

050.d o] pro| Az pu IWEHATOD UMD SeuLU

U [RNpRIdol poseUInGur TUBLACDD LMGID ¢ B

10 AISUDHCIS 5,A350000) JUH JO J010ILOD) GU) JO 4E40T UC ADMNS SIUCUPIQ JO UOISSIULIod BU} L [2uojeL AOAING BoUTURIQ Wiy poonpoidos s) dew siy),

Juowiod

- saoedsUSaIn) |BINRU-ILISS /lBINIEN
pUE SIOPLIIOY) US3aIL) 0] $$820Y

G 10d ainbiy
Abajenyg asedg uadp Winjjed

“adAy soeds updo Jewgoue yo ped

BRLEISGNS & 8| 3 40U 10 AfojodA) Aewd ol §) S austivm sous Jo}
PoIOPISUGY Leoq SBY 000dSUDRID) |ZIGEN-WOS / jRIma) 0} 55620V,

WOOZL LUNM a5edsusass [RImBU-LUes f [RIMEN
JC JOPAISY) U0GIE) BUO UBLE G:0W D) 5000

Eooww55?83»5&9&23_5&:5%2
BURIGILOD SiiE € JO JOPIL0Z) USRIS) § 0) S5020Y E

JSAS padeaing Jo At[gIssoosy

eaedS UadD JRID D

00GdSUB0ID) JRINBUHIGS / feInaN
BUIUEIUOD SOUS P SOPIOS LBBJD

,20ed5UD0IC) [RINEU-JWOS
1 1Bingay Buiimuod ayg

50315 PoAoAING puaba

4OpLIOY USRI |

000042 [1 =3

Wﬁﬁ%iiu TN ATR ORI£30 ™ 4 AT AV R AT O M

5 G'vE  UODZL Ul e0edsLoaIS) [RIMEL-WDS / [BIMEN BUUITIUCS 0315 JO JOPUICT USRS POADAINS B 0] SSE00E UIM SRIDUSSNOH %
woot 55_3 eoeds uedo ojjgnd pakoans AUR O) FSEIVE LM SPIOLSSNOH 9%

Q0E¥oT

O00LOE

T s

WAL

wWetld

000EHGT cooger

ROD¥EZ

(304 000562

Co000L

spuglsseisy Suppen

G)G GJIPIAA, feuB) LU

oALQ Wedusaisy

ed juowied

ooedg ued() PEOY BFOOUIN

Hoeds uBdo oA ORS

8oRdS Ueds IIH subsa

(ied 0100) WOWIO Ed UBUEONg Ao
$piely Buield siesefie 1S
mcgzmtm .MEUEHG opjssajens ‘wing JUoIOC
Buppoy 'sords UdQ peoY [COLUOS
Suippey ‘pield Bulield A ebuces Bup
G SUMSEIRRAA

jeg epgnm

ezl eifiio

UTISIPPRIN B ABIEA

Lo IpPEIA ‘Wed BILUCHED

10045 Ay

wng sapenbisom

uel Jepankisei

UOISALING SHEd OGN "SWIrUL)_ Bu ),
AWeN S




PADYSS

[ Site Number 207

Locatlon

Polmont Area

Slte Name

Skye Drive Cpen Space

Date/Time Reviewed

30/08/2007 13:18:22

678514

Weather Conditions Sunny
F Hierarchy 4 - Sefttement Typology Open semi-natural
Area (Ha) a7 Ownershlp Council
Surrounding Environment | residential all around
Access Polnts Multiple (Map Correct) Access Type ‘ Public
ELEMENTS FACILITIES
0 = Absent | 1 = Minimal 2 = Evident | 3 = Abundant
Bog / Marshland 0 Benches 0
Amenity / Ornamental Planting 2 Bins 0
Formal Paths 2 Dog Litter Bins 0
Informal Tracks 1 Lighting 0
Mown Grass 2 Fencing 1
Long Grass 1 Walling 0
General Hard Space 0 Signage o
General Sott Space 2 Play Facllities 0
Soft Tiling / Play Suiface 0 Storage Huls 0
Scrub / Regenerating Woodland 3 Kick-about Areas g
Shelterbelt 0 Sports Pitch 0
Avenue Trees 0 Public Tollets 0
Formal Water Feature 0 Disabled Access 2
Infermal / Natural Waler Feature 0 Car Park 0
Declducus Woodland 3 Cate / Restaurant 0
Mixed Woodiand 2 Other Buliding 0
Coniferous Woodland 0 Other: 0
i Canal Basin 0
Roadside Planting ¢
Parkland Trees 1
Other: 0
’_ Publlc Park and Garden Amenity Open Space Playspaces
No No No
Sports Area Natural / Seml-Natural Greenspace Green Corridor
No Yes No
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QUALITY SCORES - SITE ' Included | Score |
Accessibility YES 3
Health and Wellbaing YES 2
Cleanliness and Mainlenance NO 2
Biodiversity and Nature Conseivation YES 4
Cultural Heritage and Local History NO 1
Community Involvernent NO 2
Design and Aesthetic Qualities NO 2
Marketing NO 0
Management NO 0
Average Quality and Fitness For Purpose Score 3

Maln benefits of the open space

Blodiversity benefits of woodland SINC e.g. good site for butterflies. Tranquility and informal recreation - quiet site away from traffic
with good views/setting. Formal path along edge of woodland/scrub. Proximity to large housing catchment.

Main detractors of the open space

Small scale domestic Hpplng. Invasiva species. Not enough paths & access around the site. Soma signs of vandalism.

Maln design opportunities

Manage primarily for natare conservation and informal accessfrecreation. Consider improving path network, making use of whole
sle & improving connections to all surrounding housing with more access polats. Habitat management. Maximise & highlight good
views with benches/seating areas & gaps In planting. Provide lighting afong popular pathways.

Maln design constraints

Steep topography. Vandalism.

Recommendations / Observations / Strategy

Manage primarily for nature conservation and informal access/racreation. Improve key facilities e.g. path network, benches eic to
encourage use of the park. Ensure site is malntained appropriately.

Finaltsed Draft Local Plan Comments

Additional Comments

Biodiversity Pricrity Sits




