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Your entire family are forced to live apart

You have somewhere to live but it is unreasonable for you to
do so, for example your house is in a poor state of repair or
you can no longer afford to live there

You are at risk of becoming homeless if you are likely to fall into
one of the above categories in the next two months.

Are you in Priority Need?
We may find you to be in priority need if:

You have dependent children living with you

You or a member of your household are pregnant

You or a member of your household are 16 or 17 years old

You have lost your home because of an emergency such as a
fire or flood

You are vulnerable due to old age (60 years or older)

You are experiencing or are at risk of domestic abuse

You are under 21 years old and were in care on or after your
16th birthday

You or a member of your household are mentally ill or
physically disabled or vulnerable for another reason.

If you are homeless, but not in priority need, you have a right to
temporary housing (if you need this) and specialist advice and
assistance to help you find somewhere else to live.

Homeless Assessment: A Guide for Applicants

This leaflet explains how we will assess your application for
homeless priority and how we reach our decision. Our assessment
aims to clarify if you are homeless or likely to be homeless soon
and what legal responsibilities the Council has to you.

To be entitled to permanent housing, you have to meet the
following four conditions, which are set out by law.

You must be homeless or at risk of becoming homeless

You must be in priority need

You must not have become homeless or at risk of becoming
homeless intentionally

You have a local connection

Under each of these conditions there are a number of definitions
saying what each actually means – these are explained below.

Are you Homeless?
You don’t have to be living on the streets to be homeless. You are
homeless if:

You are living with friends or relatives and they have asked
you to leave

You are sleeping rough

You are unable to get access to housing

You live in a night shelter, refuge or other emergency housing

You are experiencing violence or are threatened with
violence from someone you live with or used to live with

You live in a mobile home or houseboat and there is nowhere
for you to pitch or moor it

You are legally overcrowded and this is causing physical or
mental health problems
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Are you Intentionally Homeless?
If you are homeless and in priority need, we may have to find you
somewhere to live but this will depend on whether or not you
have made yourself intentionally homeless.

You may be intentionally homeless if:

Your house was taken away from you because of your own
actions, for example, not paying your rent or mortgage or
behaving in an anti-social way

You voluntarily left your house without a good reason

You were aware that your action would make you homeless

If we decide that you are in priority need, but that you are
intentionally homeless, we have a duty to give you temporary
housing (if you need this) and advice and assistance to help you
find somewhere else to live.

Do you have a Local Connection with the
Falkirk Council Area?
As a general rule, you will have a local connection with the Falkirk
Council area if:

You have lived in this area for a significant length of time 

You work in the Falkirk area

You have close family links in the Falkirk area

You have special circumstances, for example you are escaping
domestic abuse

If you are in priority need but have no local connection with the
Falkirk Council area and there are no special circumstances, we
will ask if you want to be referred to another Council area.
However, we must give you temporary housing until the other
Council agrees to help.

Assessing your Homeless Application
We must let you know, in writing, what our duties are towards
you under homeless legislation. We aim to assess your situation
within 28 days of the date of your application.This may sometimes
take longer depending on the circumstances of your homeless
application. While we are assessing your case you have the right
to temporary housing if you need this.

Offer of Permanent Housing
If our assessment finds that you are homeless, in terms of the law,
which means that you:

have a priority need 
are unintentionally homeless and 
have a valid local connection 

you will be awarded Homeless Points within the Council’s
Allocations framework.

Homeless Points will be added to your registration, area
preference and any medical points you have. All other points will
be removed.

To help you get an offer of permanent housing as quickly as
possible, you will need to select at least 20 allocation areas and all
house types and sizes. This rule will only be relaxed in exceptional
circumstances on the recommendation of your Assessment Officer
from the Accommodation Resource Centre. This may happen for
example if you have certain medical needs.

You will receive 60 Homeless Points for the first 10 allocation
areas you choose and 50 points for the remaining areas. If we have
not offered you a house within eight weeks, 10 extra points will
be added to all the other allocation areas you have chosen.

We may also put your name forward to a local Housing
Association.






