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Conserve + enhance regional 
semi-natural spaces for biodiversity
Enhance local biodiversity through 
local biodiversity ‘toolkit’
Conserve + enhance awareness of 
cultural heritage
Opportunity for new allotments/ 
community gardens
Promote + enhance canal as a 
national green space
Priority quality improvements 
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Strategy Key
Potential lack of access to 
semi-natural open space
Potential lack of access to   
public parks
Potential lack of access to   
sports area
Potential lack of access to       
play spaces
Improve connections between 
open space
Improve access to  open 
space
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Site Name
Recreation Ground, Airth


Location Airth


Date/Time Reviewed 11/09/2007 11:05:23 Weather Conditions Cloud


Hierarchy 4 - Settlement Typology Playing fields


Area (Ha) 1.9 Ownership


Surrounding Environment housing one side, open fields on the other


Access Points Multiple (Map Correct) Access Type Public


Site Number 82


ELEMENTS FACILITIES


1 = Minimal 2 = Evident 3 = Abundant


0Bog / Marshland


Amenity / Ornamental Planting


Formal Paths


Informal Tracks


Mown Grass


Long Grass


General Hard Space


General Soft Space


Soft Tiling / Play Surface


Scrub / Regenerating Woodland


Shelterbelt


Avenue Trees


Formal Water Feature


Informal / Natural Water Feature


Deciduous Woodland


Mixed Woodland


Coniferous Woodland


Canal Basin


Roadside Planting


Parkland Trees


Other:


0


2


0


3


0


1


3


2


1


0


0


0


0


1


0


0


0


0


0


0


Benches


Bins


Dog Litter Bins


Lighting


Fencing


Walling


Signage


Play Facilities


Storage Huts


Kick-about Areas


Sports Pitch


Public Toilets


Disabled Access


Car Park


Cafe / Restaurant


Other Building


Other:


0


1


1


0


2


0


0


2


0


0


3


0


0


2


0


2


2


Y 687882X 289930


0 = Absent


Public Park and Garden Amenity Open Space Playspaces


Sports Area Green CorridorNatural / Semi-Natural Greenspace


No No Yes


Yes NoNo







QUALITY SCORES - SITE


Accessibility


Health and Wellbeing


Cleanliness and Maintenance


Biodiversity and Nature Conservation


Cultural Heritage and Local History


Community Involvement


Design and Aesthetic Qualities


Marketing


Management


Average Quality and Fitness For Purpose Score


3


3


3


2


2


4


1


0


0


3


Main benefits of the open space


Main detractors of the open space


Main design opportunities


Main design constraints


Recommendations / Observations / Strategy


Finalised Draft Local Plan Comments


Additional Comments


Recreational resource for community. Level football pitch, basketball court. Car parking at site.


On outskirts of community. Lots of litter & run down facilities such as changing rooms/pavillion. Poor design & location of facilities. 
Lack of interest in planting, over abundance of mown grass.


Additional planting, mainly parkland trees. Improve materials eg parking area surfacing. Add benches for spectators. Improve play 
equipment. Improve fencing & boundaries.


Site of Airth Highland Games.


Maintain as a recreational resource and play space and improve facilities & materials associated with this use. Introduce new 
planting to improve aesthetic quality. Upgrade pavilion and introduce footpath. Car park has been provided for the football pitch 
and upgrading to an all weather facility is planned.


Used as the site of the Airth Highland Games - the only remaining Highland Games in the Falkirk area.


YES


YES


YES


NO


NO


NO


NO


NO


NO


Included Score





		3638_B_Open_Space_Site_Assessment_Forms.pdf

		Site Survey Report - All



		3638_A_Site assessment form.pdf

		Site Survey Report - All









File Attachment
Site 82 Airth.pdf




Site Name
Graham Terrace Park, Airth


Location Airth


Date/Time Reviewed 11/09/2007 11:19:31 Weather Conditions Cloud


Hierarchy 4 - Settlement Typology Public Park and Garden


Area (Ha) 0.3 Ownership


Surrounding Environment church ground on one side, housing on other


Access Points Multiple (Map Correct) Access Type Public


Site Number 83


ELEMENTS FACILITIES


1 = Minimal 2 = Evident 3 = Abundant


0Bog / Marshland


Amenity / Ornamental Planting


Formal Paths


Informal Tracks


Mown Grass


Long Grass


General Hard Space


General Soft Space


Soft Tiling / Play Surface


Scrub / Regenerating Woodland


Shelterbelt


Avenue Trees


Formal Water Feature


Informal / Natural Water Feature


Deciduous Woodland


Mixed Woodland


Coniferous Woodland


Canal Basin


Roadside Planting


Parkland Trees


Other:


1


0


0


3


0


0


3


0


1


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


2


1


0


Benches


Bins


Dog Litter Bins


Lighting


Fencing


Walling


Signage


Play Facilities


Storage Huts


Kick-about Areas


Sports Pitch


Public Toilets


Disabled Access


Car Park


Cafe / Restaurant


Other Building


Other:


0


0


0


0


2


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


Y 687628X 289790


0 = Absent


Public Park and Garden Amenity Open Space Playspaces


Sports Area Green CorridorNatural / Semi-Natural Greenspace


Yes No No


No NoNo







QUALITY SCORES - SITE


Accessibility


Health and Wellbeing


Cleanliness and Maintenance


Biodiversity and Nature Conservation


Cultural Heritage and Local History


Community Involvement


Design and Aesthetic Qualities


Marketing


Management


Average Quality and Fitness For Purpose Score


2


1


3


2


1


2


1


0


0


1.8


Main benefits of the open space


Main detractors of the open space


Main design opportunities


Main design constraints


Recommendations / Observations / Strategy


Finalised Draft Local Plan Comments


Additional Comments


Amenity space adjacent to church and war memorial. Well maintained with parkland trees and shrubs. Passive/informal 
recreational space.


General lack of facilities.


Potential to create new surfaced paths winding through space. Provide benches, seating areas. Add more ornamental planting to 
add colour and interest.


Sloping landform.


Enhance passive amenity space functionality with pathway & benches. Introduce ornamental planting to provide colour and 
interest. Cemetery will be extended into this site.


YES


YES


YES


NO


NO


NO


YES


NO


NO


Included Score





		3638_B_Open_Space_Site_Assessment_Forms.pdf

		Site Survey Report - All



		3638_A_Site assessment form.pdf

		Site Survey Report - All









allanogilvie
File Attachment
Site 83 Airth.pdf




Site Name
Airth Castle Woodlands, Airth


Location Airth


Date/Time Reviewed 11/09/2007 11:37:16 Weather Conditions Cloud


Hierarchy 4 - Settlement Typology Woodland


Area (Ha) 3.3 Ownership


Surrounding Environment Bounded by residential buildings & farmland.


Access Points None Access Type Public


Site Number 84


ELEMENTS FACILITIES


1 = Minimal 2 = Evident 3 = Abundant


0Bog / Marshland


Amenity / Ornamental Planting


Formal Paths


Informal Tracks


Mown Grass


Long Grass


General Hard Space


General Soft Space


Soft Tiling / Play Surface


Scrub / Regenerating Woodland


Shelterbelt


Avenue Trees


Formal Water Feature


Informal / Natural Water Feature


Deciduous Woodland


Mixed Woodland


Coniferous Woodland


Canal Basin


Roadside Planting


Parkland Trees


Other:


0


0


0


0


2


0


3


0


3


0


0


0


0


0


3


0


0


0


0


0


Benches


Bins


Dog Litter Bins


Lighting


Fencing


Walling


Signage


Play Facilities


Storage Huts


Kick-about Areas


Sports Pitch


Public Toilets


Disabled Access


Car Park


Cafe / Restaurant


Other Building


Other:


0


0


0


0


2


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


Y 687235X 289958


0 = Absent


Public Park and Garden Amenity Open Space Playspaces


Sports Area Green CorridorNatural / Semi-Natural Greenspace


No No No


No NoYes







QUALITY SCORES - SITE


Accessibility


Health and Wellbeing


Cleanliness and Maintenance


Biodiversity and Nature Conservation


Cultural Heritage and Local History


Community Involvement


Design and Aesthetic Qualities


Marketing


Management


Average Quality and Fitness For Purpose Score


1


1


2


4


3


1


1


0


0


2


Main benefits of the open space


Main detractors of the open space


Main design opportunities


Main design constraints


Recommendations / Observations / Strategy


Finalised Draft Local Plan Comments


Additional Comments


Mature linear woodland strip (ancient woodland) between housing communities offering good local biodiversity. 


No formal access. 


Implement access to site & pathways across and along the site to connect the communities on either side, winding pathway or 
steps. 


Steep topography


Improve maintenance of woodland to allow access along proposed new pathways. Encourage woodland management and 
planting to ensure long term sustainability of woodland and benefits to local biodiversity. Consider extending behind cemetery 
towards Airth Mains to screen new housing development and also to expand into adjacent housing site H.AIR7 - to be funded 
through planning gain from associated housing.


EN.AIR2: Airth Castle Policy Woodlands. Opportunity: Woodland Management Comments: Use of planning gain resources to 
secure management of wooded policies. Further planning gain contribution could be sought from new development. Forms part of 
housing allocation H.AIR7 - long term housing opportunity.


YES


YES


NO


YES


NO


NO


NO


NO


NO


Included Score





		3638_B_Open_Space_Site_Assessment_Forms.pdf

		Site Survey Report - All



		3638_A_Site assessment form.pdf

		Site Survey Report - All









allanogilvie
File Attachment
Site 84 Airth.pdf




Site Name
South Green Drive, Airth


Location Airth


Date/Time Reviewed 11/09/2007 11:49:54 Weather Conditions Cloud


Hierarchy 5 - Neighbourhood Typology Public Park and Garden


Area (Ha) 0.0 Ownership


Surrounding Environment housing on one side,fields behind


Access Points Single (Map Correct) Access Type Public


Site Number 93


ELEMENTS FACILITIES


1 = Minimal 2 = Evident 3 = Abundant


0Bog / Marshland


Amenity / Ornamental Planting


Formal Paths


Informal Tracks


Mown Grass


Long Grass


General Hard Space


General Soft Space


Soft Tiling / Play Surface


Scrub / Regenerating Woodland


Shelterbelt


Avenue Trees


Formal Water Feature


Informal / Natural Water Feature


Deciduous Woodland


Mixed Woodland


Coniferous Woodland


Canal Basin


Roadside Planting


Parkland Trees


Other:


0


0


0


3


0


0


3


1


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


2


Benches


Bins


Dog Litter Bins


Lighting


Fencing


Walling


Signage


Play Facilities


Storage Huts


Kick-about Areas


Sports Pitch


Public Toilets


Disabled Access


Car Park


Cafe / Restaurant


Other Building


Other:


0


2


0


0


2


0


0


2


0


2


0


0


0


0


0


0


0


Y 687442X 290248


0 = Absent


Public Park and Garden Amenity Open Space Playspaces


Sports Area Green CorridorNatural / Semi-Natural Greenspace


Yes No Yes


No NoNo







QUALITY SCORES - SITE


Accessibility


Health and Wellbeing


Cleanliness and Maintenance


Biodiversity and Nature Conservation


Cultural Heritage and Local History


Community Involvement


Design and Aesthetic Qualities


Marketing


Management


Average Quality and Fitness For Purpose Score


2


2


2


1


1


2


1


0


0


1.8


Main benefits of the open space


Main detractors of the open space


Main design opportunities


Main design constraints


Recommendations / Observations / Strategy


Finalised Draft Local Plan Comments


Additional Comments


Recreational resource/play space for nearby housing. 


On outskirts of community. Poor materials & facilties


Expand site into area of wasteland next to it. Inprove materials, fencing. Increase planting & add more variety of play equipment.


Small size of site for size of community it serves


Consider expanding open space provision in this area. Improve materials, fencing, play equipment & planting.


Allocated as housing site H.AIR6 but this will be removed in proposed modifications.


YES


YES


YES


NO


NO


NO


YES


NO


NO


Included Score





		3638_B_Open_Space_Site_Assessment_Forms.pdf

		Site Survey Report - All



		3638_A_Site assessment form.pdf

		Site Survey Report - All









File Attachment
Site 93 Airth.pdf
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Airth

Survey/ Issues

Airth has a population of approximately 1,716 people, and 10.27ha • 
of public open space within its urban limit.  This excludes access to 
the surrounding countryside.
A relatively high percentage of households (84.3%) has access • 
(within 400m) to one or more of the four surveyed public open 
spaces.
The supply of private gardens, with an average of 268m2 per • 
household, is lower than the average village supply of 384m² but 
higher than the average town supply of 193m².
Although there is very good access to surveyed public open space • 
in Airth, the percentage of households with access (within 400m) to 
a fi t for purpose surveyed public open space is much lower, at 44% 
(the northern part of the village).  Of the four surveyed open spaces 
in Airth, only one is of ‘good’ or better fi tness for purpose (82 – Airth 
Recreation Ground). 
The village’s one settlement-level public park and garden (83 – • 
Graham Terrace Park) is considered to be of only ‘fair’ quality in its 
current state.  This is predominantly due to a lack of facilities in it for 
the local population to access and use this space in a manner which 
benefi ts their quality of life.
There is only a fair level of access (within 400m) to the two surveyed • 
public parks and gardens (83, and 93 – South Green Drive) in Airth, 
with 37% of households having access to one or both.  These are 
concentrated in the central part of Airth, with a small number of 
houses on the Main Street having access to both.
There is reasonably good access (within 800m) to the one surveyed • 
sports area (82) in Airth, with 64% of households (the northern part 
of the village) having access to it.
There is also reasonably good access (within 400m) to the two • 
surveyed sites with playspaces (82 and 93), with 60% of households 
having access to one or both.  No areas have access (within 400m) 
to both sites containing a playspace.
There is excellent access (almost 100% of households) to the one • 
surveyed site containing natural/ semi-natural greenspace (84 – 
Airth Castle Woodlands) within 1200m.
Callendar Park is the nearest national open space – it is over 9km • 
by road from the centre of Airth.  Tryst Golf Course is the nearest 
regional open space – it is 6.7km from the village.  

Strategy Overview

Surveyed open spaces are well-distributed around the village and 
offer a variety of typologies.  The central spaces of Graham Terrace 
Park and Airth Castle Woodlands should be prioritised for quality 
and access improvements and diversifi ed to offer complementary 
functions, particularly relating to park/ playspace/ sports facilities 
where possible.  Both improvements to existing open space and 
the location and function of new open space in the new housing 
site in the northern part of Airth should be considered.

Strategy Actions

National/ Regional-level Open Space
Improved public transport connections to Callendar Park should be • 
considered, as it offers a diversity of facilities.

Settlement-level Open Space
Graham Terrace Park – Airth’s one settlement-level public park is • 
of fair quality.  There is potential for improvement with new facilities 
and redesign of path layout and planting to support and enhance its 
function, and create a better village centre focus, while taking into 
account the proposed cemetery extension, as a priority.  
Airth Recreation Ground – the settlement-level sports area and • 
playspace is of good quality and meets ‘fi tness for purpose’ 
requirements.  Although improvements to it are not a priority, the 
area could also incorporate new planting, paths, play equipment and 
fencing.
Airth Castle Woodlands – Airth benefi ts from the unusual feature • 
of this linear natural/ semi-natural open space running through the 
lower half of the village.  It is of fair quality and not ‘fi t for purpose’ 
– its potential is currently not being realised and improvements to 
maintenance and access should therefore be prioritised.

Neighbourhood-Level Open Space
South Green Drive – this is the only surveyed neighbourhood-level • 
pocket park and playspace in Airth.  Originally allocated for housing 
in the fi nalised draft Local Plan, this is to be removed in modifi cations.  
It is currently of only fair quality and improvements to the quality and 
variety of equipment, fencing, surface materials and planting would 
be needed to make this fi t for purpose.

General
Green corridors and natural/ semi-natural open spaces are well-• 
provided for in and around Airth.  The strategy, in terms of typology 
provision, should be to focus on improving provision of and/ or 
access to parks/ playspaces/ sports areas and enhance the health 
and well-being of the local population.

The southern parts of Airth (Douglas Avenue and Kennedy Way) are • 
potentially under-provided for in terms of access to a public park, 
playspace or sports area.  However, the surveyed open spaces 
do not include what appear to be a number of small amenity open 
spaces or pocket parks in the southern part of the village.  A quality 
survey of these spaces should be considered prior to addressing 
potential underprovision in these areas.
Where actual underprovision is determined after survey, the need • 
to determine providing new spaces should relate to how far access 
to these types of spaces falls below the accessibility thresholds – 
e.g., if an area does not have access to a playspace within 1km 
this would be unacceptable, whereas if an area is 500m rather than 
400m from a playspace then improvements to existing quality rather 
than new provision would be preferable.
Increasing provision in the south of Airth should consider: improving • 
access to and diversity of facilities in Airth Castle Woodlands; 
increasing neighbourhood-level pocket parks and playspaces; and 
determining through consultation the level of interest in an additional 
sports area on the village boundary.
The northern and western part of Airth is allocated for housing.  • 
Good access links to sites 82, 83 and 84 should be integral to the 
layout and, if links to existing spaces do not raise accessibility to 
an acceptable level, new open space should be provided within 
the layout.  If adjacent public open spaces can serve the new 
housing, utilising planning gain to improve their quality should be 
considered.
Implement local biodiversity ‘toolkit’ for settlement / neighbourhood-• 
level spaces. 
Maintain the high level of provision of natural/ semi-natural • 
greenspace provided by Airth Castle Woodlands, while ensuring 
appropriate conservation and management of this space for natural 
heritage and biodiversity benefi ts.
Enhance awareness of the cultural history and importance of the • 
settlement through interpretation of Airth Castle Woodlands.

7.0 • The Strategy




