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  Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

As you probably know, each year the government and the Council publish information 
designed to show how well schools and local authorities are improving pupil performance 
year on year.   

 
In similar fashion, we in Whitecross Primary School and Nursery Class would like to tell 
you how we are progressing in our school.  This leaflet has been designed to do just that.  
It is our “Standards and Quality Report” for last session.  

 
Inside, you will find a brief description of our main achievements during last session.  
Whilst we do many things in the course of a year, we have focused on what we consider to 
be the most important areas.  In similar fashion, I have outlined the school’s main 
priorities for next session. 

 
I hope you find this information helpful.  If you have any questions about it, please do not 
hesitate to phone the school office for an appointment.   
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What we achieved in 2008/09 
·  Eco  

Our School has been working very hard to develop the new nursery outdoor classroom, 
working in partnership with pupils from Braes High School, staff, parents/carers and the 
wider school community.   
We have carried out waste audits and can prove we are reducing, reusing and recycling 
more efficiently in our school. 
Pupils from Nursery – P7 have all enjoyed curricular work which has an Eco theme and 
have worked with members of the wider community to expand their knowledge and skills. 
We have had talks and visits from the RSPB, Countryside Rangers and the RHS farmers 
have given their support when cultivating potatoes.  
 
Well Done Everyone! 
 

·  Playground 
We have developed a very successful group of 
Playground Leaders who have worked with 
Mrs Hanekom for most of the year, taking 
part in training and learning about becoming a 
good helper in the playground.   The pupils 
involved, work on a rota to help in the 
playground – taking out play equipment, 
teaching other pupils’ new games, help solve 
any problems that may arise and be a good 
friend and listener to others in the playground. 
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·  Pupil Council 
Identified pupils were involved in representing Whitecross Primary School and Nursery 
Class at various Cluster Pupil Council meetings and events.  Our pupils were so excited to 
report back from the meetings to explain how our interesting activities make learning fun.   
Our own Pupil Council meet monthly to talk about issues that come up in the school.   
They organise events in the school to raise funds, arrange equipment for the playground 
and make sure all pupils have a say in what happens in our school. Following requests 
from this group, we have managed to have the climbing frame in our playground, 
refurbished and painted, have our football field lined and organise & purchase a team strip 
for our pupils. 
 

·  Outdoor Education 
Jane Jackson, our specialist PE and Outdoor Education teacher has been working with all 
classes this session from Nursery to P7.   During Outdoor Education, the pupils have been 
involved in a variety of activities, in our playground and at Muiravonside Country Park.  
The activities have been planned by Mrs Jackson to encourage the pupils to work as a 
team, to trust each other and to develop co-operation and leadership skills. 
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·  New Learning Environment  
We are very pleased with the completion of our new 
learning environment which has been refurbished to 
enhance our children’s learning experiences. A 
Smartboard with speakers has been installed in the 
computer area and we now have 9 desk top computers. 
The library area has also been refurbished and we now 
have a range of books in varying genres for our pupils to 
enjoy. Yvonne Manning, Falkirk Council Senior 
Librarian, who had been a strong supporter of our vision 
for the new look area and who gave us much assistance, 
and Maggie Burns a librarian with Falkirk Council both 
presided over the official opening ceremony was which 
was attended by pupils, staff and parents/carers. The 
librarians dressed up for the ceremony which added to 
the fun and made it a memorable day. 
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·  Citizenship 
Following a very successful Fairtrade Assembly and open afternoon organised by P7/6 and 
having enjoyed learning about endangered animals as a topic, pupils proposed and organised 
that they help sponsor a polar bear. Money raised at the open day was used to sponsor the 
animal. Pupils then used a toy polar bear, Mercedes, to complement their curricular work in 
particular writing. Letters and imaginative stories were written through the inspiration of 
Mercedes.  
 
Following discussions and suggestions at Pupil Council meetings, pupils and staff regularly 
hold “Dress Down Fridays” and enjoy other fundraising days which allows our school to 
support a variety of charities at home and abroad. Pupils, staff and parent/carers regularly 
give generously to our chosen charities.     
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·  Out of Hours Learning (including lunch clubs) 
We are pleased to report that we have been successful 
in putting together a timetable of ‘after schools clubs’ 
for our children in the Whitecross community.  To date 
we have been able to run sessions after school and at 
lunch times on:  Drama, Green Club, Homework Club, 
Christmas Crafts, Computer Club, Basketball, Hockey, 
Golf and Sporting Activities for our very young 
children.  This is a wider choice than last year and has 
taken into consideration pupils’ requests.   A very big 
thank you to all those who attended and those who led 
the clubs.   Well done! 
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·  Enterprise 
All pupils, from Nursery to P7, worked really hard 
to achieve our ‘Gold Award’ in the Enterprise in 
Education Awards.   Two of our pupils attended 
the ceremony in Larbert to receive our award.   
This award shows our commitment to enterprise in 
education and giving our pupils many 
opportunities to take part in projects and activities. 
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·  Our website 
Our website, which can be found at: www.whitecross.falkirk.sch.uk  continues to prove 
very popular with staff, pupils, parents/carers and the wider school community.   We have 
had several comments from outside agencies commenting on how interesting and 
informative our website continues to be.  
  

·  Confidence to Learn 
We continue to develop this innovative initiative ‘Confidence to Learn’ The school in 
partnership with parents/carers identified the need to provide opportunities for our children 
to learn in an interactive and fun way whilst engaging appropriately with each other in 
terms of social inclusion.   
 
Confidence to Learn is the way forward for us to ensure our children begin to achieve the 
4 capacities of A Curriculum for Excellence namely, building Successful Learners, 
Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens and Effective Contributors.��
�

·  Active Learning 
Keith Brown from the RSVP organisation continues to be a tutor in our school, teaching 

our P7/6 pupils woodwork. Pupils have completed 
a range of projects this year including making 
wooden kites, Christmas wooden decorations and 
bird tables for our nursery area. Woodwork is 
always popular with our pupils and we are very 
fortunate and very appreciative to have the 
services of Keith Brown.     
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Our priorities for 2009/10 
·  Curriculum for Excellence 

We will be developing Literacy, Numeracy and Health and Wellbeing to complement the 
new Scottish Government’s Experiences and Outcomes in line with A Curriculum for 
Excellence.   In doing this we will be seeking staff, pupils, parents/carers and the wider 
school community opinions of learning and teaching.   Also we will seek to ensure that the 
wider achievements of pupils are celebrated and shared with everyone.   By striving to 
achieve this we will ensure that all our pupils in Whitecross Primary School and Nursery 
Class become Successful Learners, Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens and 
Effective Contributors.  

·  Playground 
We will be further developing the playground to allow the children to play games and have 
fun.  Playground Friends and Buddies will continue to play with and help the Nursery 
children and the P2/1s enjoy their playtimes and lunches 

·  Assessment Is For Learning 
We will be sharing with parents/carers, the strategies we use in Assessment is for Learning 
from Nursery to P7.   We will be asking your opinions on how we are performing, 
throughout the session. 

·  ECO 
We are working towards the coveted ‘Green Flag’ award.  We shall also continue to apply 
for grants to enhance our school environment.    

·  Active & Outdoor Learning 
From Nursery to P7, all staff and pupils will be involved in learning about and developing 
Active Learning – enhancing their learning through co-operative and collaborative play 
experiences – ‘hands on’ learning.  The pupils will once again be exploring their outdoor 
environment as part of the Outdoor Education programme with Mrs Jackson, our specialist 
teacher.                                   

 
How did our pupils perform? 

 
Attainment 

 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9 

Reading 
School 

EA 

72% 
84% 

87% 
85% 

76% 
85% 

68% 
85% 

Writing 
School 

EA 

63% 
81% 

84% 
81% 

73% 
81% 

74% 
82% 

Mathematics 
School 

EA 

74% 
89% 

84% 
88% 

79% 
87% 

76% 
88% 

                 (Note: EA = Average for all Falkirk Council Primary Schools)  
 

Our school is one of a few schools in Falkirk Council who have small numbers of pupils at 
each stage.  This has an impact on figures and causes variations from year to year.   

 
We are exceptionally pleased with the progress of our pupils as individuals.  Again, this 
session we have a good number of pupils from P1-P7 exceeding national targets.  The staff 
and I are very proud of these accelerated achievements.  We are sure that with the 
priorities we have set for next session they will continue to have a positive impact on the 
learning and teaching throughout the school, Nursery to P7.   
0���1��������!����������                                                                                                  

   


