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1. Introduction – Falkirk Council Licensing Board

1.1 Falkirk Council Licensing Board ("the Board") is the licensing authority for the local government area of Falkirk for the purposes of the Act.

1.2 The Board during this period was made up of 8 members, all of whom are elected members of Falkirk Council. At the meeting of the Board on 11th June 2019, a new Convener, Councillor Niall Coleman, and Depute Convener, Councillor Robert Bissett, were elected. While the Board is made up of members elected to Falkirk Council, it is independent of the Council, being a separate legal entity with its own constitution and statutoryprocedures.

1.3 A list of members currently sitting on the Board is available on the Council’s website at:

http://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/council-democracy/councillors-decision- making/committees/committee.aspx?committee=132


1.4 Falkirk is situated right at the centre of Scotland and has a growing population of over 160,890, with just under 60,000 people working in the area. This is an increase of 0.3% from 2018 and is the highest ever population. The population is expected to grow yet further to over 168,000 by 2035 making it one of the fastest growing areas in Scotland. The principal town of Falkirk is centrally located and provides the main shopping, service and employment. Separated by a narrow green belt are the urban areas of Larbert/Stenhousemuir, Polmont and Grangemouth. The former two are largely residential in character, while Grangemouth is home to the largest petrochemical complex in Scotland, as well as a major port on the River Forth. In the western reaches of the area lie the settlements of Denny/Dunipace, Bonnybridge and Banknock, while to the east, overlooking the Forth, sits the town of Bo’ness. There are 18 smaller villages scattered across the rural parts of the area. The area has seen a growth in tourism in recent years with visitors’ attractions such as the iconic Kelpies, Helix Park and the Falkirk Wheel.

1.5 The Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 as amended ("the Act") makes provision for regulating the sale of alcohol and for regulating licensed premises and other premises on which alcohol is sold.

1.6 Under the Act, Licensing Boards are responsible for consideringapplications for:-

· premises licences

· occasional licences

· provisional licences

· temporary licences


· personal licences

· transfer of premises licences

· variation of premises licences

· extensions of licensing hours in respect of:

· the sale of alcohol by retail; and

· the supply of alcohol in members clubs


2. The Licensing Objectives

2.1 The Act sets out the following five licensing objectives (“the licensing objectives”):

· preventing crime and disorder
· securing public safety
· preventing public nuisance
· protecting and improving public health
· protecting children and young persons from harm

2.2 The licensing objectives provide a basis for the administration of the licensing regime. They also provide potential reasons for refusal of an application for the grant or variation of a premises licence or an occasional licence. Breach of the licensing objectives may provide grounds for reviewing a premises licence. Conditions attached to a premises licence or an occasional licence may be based on any one or more of the licensing objectives.

2.3 In exercising its functions under the Act, the Board are required to have regard to the licensing objectives as well as the statutory Section 142 guidance and their Statement of Licensing Policy.

3. Annual Functions Report

3.1 Between 1 April 2019 and 31 March 2020, the Board met on 6 occasions to determine applications. The scheduled meeting for 25 March 2020 was cancelled due to the covid-19 lockdown. Appendix 1 is the annual liquor licensing statistics report to the Scottish Government for the period 2019/20 which gives the number of certain types of applications determined by both at Board meetings and under delegated powers. It also details the number and outcomes of reviews that were submitted. The dates and minutes of the meetings are available on the Council’s website:

http://www.falkirk.gov.uk/coins/calendar.asp

3.2 Applications before the Board were dealt with in an open and transparent manner in accordance with licensing legislation and its statement of licensing

policy.

3.3 Information and assistance is made available to persons wishing to apply for a licence, make representations or lodge objections or a review. Application forms are available to be downloaded from the Council’s website as well as guidance notes, legislation and statutory reports. The office is open to the public Monday to Friday 9am to 12 noon. No appointment is necessary. Special provision can be made if these times are unsuitable.

3.4 During this period, the service launched a Facebook page to post updates on changes to legislation, policy changes, etc. This is an additional source of advice and guidance to that is which is available on the licensing pages of the Falkirk Council website.

3.5 For those attending a meeting of the Licensing Board, a helpful guide and “who’s who” is available on the web site:

http://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/law-licensing/licensing/alcohol/licensing- board/docs/licensing- board/Guide%20to%20attending%20a%20licensing%20board%20meeting.pdf?v
=201901071346

3.6 At their meetings, the Board attempted to make the process as informal as possible and consistent with the carrying out of the Board's quasi-judicial function. The Board always attempts to follow best practice in enforcement including adoption of standards, which, will in its actions, be proportionate, accountable, consistent, transparent and targeted.

3.7 Reports to the Board are written, as far as possible, in Plain English.

3.8 The policy position of carrying out site visits to premises for all new and provisional premises licence applications and those non-minor variations that are seeking changes to children and young person access or have objections has worked well and provides consistency to the application process.

http://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/law-licensing/licensing/alcohol/docs/statement- policy/Statement%20of%20Licensing%20Policy%20(December%202018).pdf?v
=201901101407

4. Decisions of the Board 2019/20

4.1 The Board is required to determine applications for new and provisional premises licences and those variations that do not fall within the definition of “minor” variation. In addition, the Board determines applications for occasional licences, transfers, extended hours and personal licences to which objections or representations have been made and reviews of premises and personal licences.

4.2 Each application is determined on its own merits and the Board looks to its statement of licensing policy and the five licensing objectives to underpin their decision-making.	Most objections and representations are submitted by Police

Scotland and neighbouring properties/local residents. As reported in the previous reports, only on one occasion since the commencement of the Act in September 2009 has the local Health Board such a submission. This position remains unchanged.

4.3 During the period 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020, the Board determined applications for 5 new premises licences, 1 provisional premises licence, 1 temporary premises licence, 25 non-minor variations, 4 occasional licences, 3 extended hours, 5 new personal licences, 1 personal licence renewal, 1 report of conduct inconsistent with the licensing objectives and 2 premises licence reviews.

The table below shows the total number of licences in force on 31 March 2020:


	Type Of Licence
	Number

	Premises Licence
	338

	Personal Licences
	1278




4.4 In relation to the applications for new premises licences (including provisional applications) and non-minor variations, 2 representations were received from Police Scotland and 7 objections, 2 representations and 1 letter of support were received from local residents. These were received in relation to 5 of the applications and were mainly based on concerns in relation to perceived noise nuisance, anti-social behavior, under-age drinking and the location of the premises. The Board visited all of the premises whose applications has been objected to. All applications were granted. The Board imposed specific conditions on 6 applications (1 new premises licence and 5 non-minor variations) and details of the conditions are in the relevant paragraph to the application below.

4.5 A Licensing Standards Officer contacts all those who submit an objection or representation to discuss their concerns.	It continues to be the case that in many cases, there is a lack of understanding in relation to what was being applied for and that objections were being made based on an assumption of what might happen.

4.6 During the period, the Board continued with its policy of visiting all premises that had applied for a new or provisional premises licence in addition to those premises that sought to vary their licence in relation to access for children and young persons or which had been objected to. During site visits, the Board is particularly mindful of the licensing objective of protecting children and young person from harm since their policy position has moved away from being very prescriptive. In addition, the Board actively seeks information from sources such as the Licensing Standards Officers and Police Scotland when assessing such matters.

4.7 Details of the applications are below. All other applications were dealt with under delegated powers.

New Premises Licences 

Earlsgate Distribution Depot (Off Sales) - this application was to enable employees of the whiskey company to purchase alcohol. Sales are not made to the general public. No objections or representations were made to the application which was granted by the Board. No specific conditions were put on the licence.

B&M Stores (Off Sales) -	this application was for a large store which is part of a national chain. Two objections were made to the applications from neighboring properties which was granted by the Board. No specific conditions were put on the licence.

Cafe at Canada Wood (On and Off Sales) - . this application was for a semi-rural log cabin which primarily operates as a café providing lunches, drinks and light snacks for walkers and cyclists as well as locals. No objections or representations were made to the application which was granted by the Board. No specific conditions were put on the licence.

Carronbridge Inn (On and Off Sales) - these premises had previously been licensed under the 2005 Act by the tenant of the property. When the tenancy ended, the tenant surrendered the licence. This application was made by the owner of the premises. Three representations were made to the application (two raising concerns and one in support) by local residents. The application was granted by the Board.
No specific conditions were put on the licence.

Elphinstone Inn (On and Off Sales) - these premises had previously been licensed under the 2005 Act but the licence had been surrendered by the previous licenceholder. Two objections were made to the application from neighbours who had encountered noise and anti-social behavior issues when the premises had been licensed previously. The application was granted by the Board and the following specific conditions was put on the licence:

“Live music to end at least 30 minutes before the terminal hour”. Provisional Premises Licences
Taste (On Sales) - these premises had not previously been licensed under the 2005 Act. There were no objections or representations and the application was granted at the October 2019 meeting and confirmed in February 2020. There are no specific conditions on the licence.

Temporary Premises Licences

The Board also granted an application for a temporary premises licence. This was the first occasion under the 2005 Act and was in relation to the demolition of and rebuild of a Scotmid store in Bo’ness. The temporary licence was granted for a portacabin that was used to trade form whilst the works were being carried out. The licence for the old store that was demolished was surrendered.

The Board did not refuse any of the applications for premises licences. Non-Minor Variations to Premises Licences
This type of application requires to be determined by the Licensing Board. 25 applications for non-minor variations received during 2019/20 were determined by the Board; 19 of which had no objections or representations submitted and were granted with no specific conditions These premises are:

	Sandher Off Licence
	Polmont Convenience Store
	Park Hotel

	Iceland (Falkirk)
	Iceland (Grangemouth)
	Iceland (Denny)

	Lodge Polmont
	Canalside Pub & Grill
	Asim Stores

	SLM News
	Royal Hotel
	Scotia Bar

	Pro Bowl
	Blackness Inn
	Maddiston Mini

	Market
	
	

	Leapark Hotel
	Laings
	Wellington Bar

	Brightons Inn
	
	



Larbert Bowling Club (On Sales) - This application attracted three objections from local residents who were concerned about noise and the lack of parking at the premises. The application was granted by the Board and no specific conditions were put on the licence

Temple (On Sales) – these nightclub premises applied for a number of variations to their licence including to allow access for children and young persons. The licenceholder wanted to increase the use of the premises during the daytime and planned to use it as a multifunctional space for use by community groups, exercise classes and events aimed specifically at children and young persons. Police Scotland lodged a representation to the application.	A site visit was undertaken. At the subsequent meeting of the Board, Members expressed some concerns in relation to the suitability of the premises for children and young persons and continued consideration of the application to a future meeting to allow works to be undertaken in the premises. Members also agreed to undertake a further inspection of the premises once the modifications had been completed. This they did and the application was granted by the Board and the following specific conditions applied:

“that no alcohol will be sold at events which are aimed at children eg Big Fish, Little Fish, or children’s entertainment, and

That all reasonable steps will be taken to avoid any obvious promotion of alcohol during these events”.

Behind the Wall (On and Off Sales) – these large town centre premises applied for a number of variations to their licence including to vary the allow access for children and young persons. No objections or representations were received. A site visit was undertaken to assess what was proposed in terms of the licensing objective of protecting children and young persons. At the subsequent meeting of the Board, the application was granted by the Board and the following specific conditions applied:

“Persons aged 18 years and over attending age appropriate ticket evens will be provided with wrist bands to identify them as such and to ensure that no alcohol is purchased by or supplied to young persons


Toddlers/ small children when accessing the soft play area, must be accompanied by a supervising adult who must remain in the dining area adjacent to the soft play area at all times when the toddler(s) or small child(ren) are accessing it.

Food and drink orders from unaccompanied children and young persons will be exclusively table service”.

Star Inn (On and off Sales) – these premises were the subject of a premises licence review earlier in 2019 details of which are in paragraph 7 of this report. No objections or representations were made to the application. The application was granted by the Board and the specific condition applied to the licence at the review hearing was amended to:

“There must be no live amplified music except on Fridays and Saturdays until 10.30 pm and on Sundays until 7.30 pm between 19 December 2019 and 23 June 2020”.

189 Bar (On and Off Sales) - these premises sought a number of variations to their licence including to vary the allow access for children and young persons and to commence the sale of alcohol on a Sunday morning from 9am. The sale of alcohol commenced at 9am on a Saturday morning these hours being granted during the transition from the Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976. The premises frequently host football supports buses travelling from the north of Scotland to matches in Glasgow. Police Scotland lodged a representation to the application. A site visit was undertaken by the Board. After discussion at the Board meeting, the applicant agreed to amend their application for the hours on a Sunday morning to commence at 10am. The application was granted and the following specific condition was put on the licence:

“meals will be available to patrons at weekends from the start of the on sales core hours”.

Keystore, Shieldhill (Off Sales) - these premises sought the addition of home deliveries of alcohol to their licence. No objections or representations were received. The application was granted by the Board and the following specific condition was applied:

“All drivers undertaking delivery of alcohol must undergo the 2 hour mandatory training”.


Transfers of Premises Licences

29 applications to transfer premises licences were received during the period 2019/20. All were granted under delegated powers.

Occasional Licences

As detailed in paragraph 4.3, the Board considered 4 applications for an occasional licence during this period. Objections had been to 3 of them from local residents and the fourth was outwith policy. All the applications were granted as follows:
Brian Clark Memorial Hall, Camelon – this application was for a darts competition. The Board granted the licence and the applicant’s agent gave an undertaking that

there would be no live or recorded music played during the event to address the objectors concerns about noise nuisance.

The Parsonage – two applications were submitted for wedding receptions. The Board granted both licences with an additional condition aimed to address the objectors concerns in relation to noise nuisance, this being:

“The doors of the marquee would remain closed for the duration of the occasional licence”

Furthermore, the Board asked the applicant to give the following undertakings to address the objectors concerns about noise and the safety of guests leaving the premises:

“that additional external lighting would be installed at the entrance to the driveway of the premises,

To check the noise limiter currently in use to ensure that it’s in good working order, and
to review the current policies in relation to noise control measures and to liaise with Falkirk Council’s Noise team in relation to addressing recent noise complaints”.

North Broomage Social Club - this application was for the annual Hogmanay dance. The premises are a members club and therefore requires to apply for an occasional licence when it’s functions are open to non-members as in this case. The hours sought were outwith policy and therefore the application had to be determined by the Board. The application was granted with no additional conditions or undertakings.

The table below shows the analysis of the types of applicant for occasional licences that were granted (by the Board or under delegated powers) during the period 2019/20.

	Applicant Type
	Number

	Club
	74

	Premises Licenceholder
	75

	Personal Licenceholder
	261

	Voluntary Organisation
	54



Appendix 2 gives details of these applications by type of applicant, venue and event.

The following table details the venues for which the most occasional licences were applied for:
No Of Occasional Licences Applied for
Venue


	Brian Clark Memorial Hall
	57

	The Parsonage
	41

	Dobbie Hall
	38

	Camelon Juniors Pavilion
	27

	Champany Inn & Cellars*
	26

	Grangemouth Town Hall
	22

	Bo’ness United FC Cabin
	20



(*denotes Premises Licence being applied for)

All other premises used for an event covered by an occasional licence had fewer than 20 granted during this period. There were 70 different venues across the area and the types of events included birthday parties, wedding receptions, match day hospitality, Burns Suppers, harness racing and the Scottish performance show.

The number of occasional licence applications continues to be high, unfortunately the revenue for this workstream is inversely proportional to the number of applications. It is hoped that the conclusion of the review of licensing fees by the Scottish Government will be concluded during the next financial year to address this anomaly.
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Extended Hours Applications

The Board determined 3 applications for extended hours; 2 of which related to the Festive Period:

Grangemouth Rugby Club -	the premises sought additional hours from 9am to 11am to allow alcohol to be sold whilst members watched the semifinals and final of the Rugby World Cup. The premises core hours commence at 11am. The application was granted with an undertaking that breakfast would be provided during the extended hours.

Behind the Wall – the premises sought additional hours from 12 midnight to 1am on a Sunday and a Monday during the Festive Period. The Board had not granted a general extension of hours on either of these dates so the hours applied for were outwith policy.	The events taking place on these evenings were a festive live music night (Sunday) and festive dine, dance and DJ (Monday). The application was granted on a division for both events.


City Nightclub - the premises sought additional hours from 2am to 3am on three evenings during the Festive Period. The Board had not granted a general extension of hours on either of these dates so the hours applied for were outwith policy.	The events taking place on these evenings were a festive party night (private event) and festive trading on two Sundays. The application was granted on a division for all three events with one being on a division.

There has been a huge decrease in the number of this type of application determined by the Board since the change of policy in relation to festive trading first introduced in the Supplementary Statement of Licensing Policy approved by the Board in June 2018 which was incorporated into the new Statement of Licensing Policy approved by the Board in December 2018.

New Personal Licences

On the 31 March 2020, 1278 personal licence were in force. A total of 362 applications for new personal licences were received, 357 of which were granted under delegated powers.

In the course of Board business, applications for Personal Licences are also heard where a notice of conviction(s) and a recommendation for refusal has been submitted by the Chief Constable. During this period, there were
5 such applications.  The Chief Constable submitted objections on the grounds that the applicants had been convicted of relevant offence(s). The Board granted 4 of the applications following a hearing in which the circumstances of the convictions were explored within the context of the licensing objectives. The other application was refused by the Board on the grounds that the applicant was not a fit and proper person to be the holder of such a licence having regard to the licensing objectives with particular reference to those of preventing crime and disorder and preventing public nuisance.

Renewal of Personal Licences

The Board also determined an application for the renewal of a personal licence where the Chief Constable had submitted a notice of conviction(s). There was no recommendation for refusal. The applicant had failed to notify the Board of his conviction during the tenure of his licence as required by the Act and also failed to declare it on his application to renew his licence. The Board, after hearing from the representative of the Chief Constable and the Licensing Standard Officer, granted the licence.

Personal Licence Revocations

Section 87 of the Licensing (Scotland) 2005 Act provides that if a personal licenceholder fails to comply with the duty to undertake training and notify the appropriate Licensing Board within the statutory timescale, then the issuing Board must revoke the licence. The original provision was that the applicant cannot apply for another personal licence for a period of five years; however this has now been amended by the Air Weapons & Licensing Act 2015 which allows an application to be lodged for a new personal licence by a person whose licence has been revoked.

It is important to note that this relaxation only applies where the licence has been revoked for failure to comply with Section 87.

81 personal licences were revoked during 2019/20, the revocations all being as a result of licenceholders failing to comply with the requirements of mandatory refresher training.


5. Licensing Board Training

5.1 As stated at the beginning of this report, during this period the Licensing Board comprises 8 members who were elected in the local elections in May 2017. 5 members have served previously on the Licensing Board, although 1 subsequently resigned and was replaced by a new member. As required by the Act, all members received training, provided by from Alcohol Focus Scotland, and passed the exam.

5.2 The Board recognises the need for continuous development of understanding and awareness of licensing law and practices, as well as wider issues. This is essential to making informed licensing decisions. With this in mind, Board members are asked to undertake on-line training in relation to equality legislation and data protection and information security and are regularly updated by officers and partners in relation to changes in legislation and other relevant matters.

6. Licensing Forum

6.1 The role of Licensing Forum is to keep under review the operation of the Licensing Act in the Falkirk area and to give advice and make recommendations to the Board in relation to those matters as the Forum considers appropriate. The Forum is the community's voice on alcohol licensing issues and the Board welcomes the views that all the members bring.

6.2 The composition of the Forum is statutory and whilst it has always attracted nominations from members of the trade and the public, there has been little interest shown by young persons and there has previously been no young person on the Forum. As reported previously, the Board was pleased to see that a member of the Scottish Youth Parliament is a member of the current Forum. Unfortunately, during 2019/20, the representative has not attended any of the meetings.

6.3 There are currently 18 members of the Forum which is an increase of 3 from the previous Forum.

6.4 Information on the role of the Forum is available to the public on the Falkirk website:

http://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/law-licensing/licensing/alcohol/licensing- board/licensing-forum.aspx

Information on the dates, times and venue of their meetings can be accessed via the above link. The Falkirk Licensing Forum meets quarterly and up to now has always been held at the council headquarters in Falkirk alternating meeting times between the afternoon and evening. As reported previously, discussions had taken place in

relation to holding the meetings in venues across the area to raise the profile of the Forum, however, this still has not yet to be actioned.

6.5 The attendance at Forum meetings has improved slightly with just 2 of the 5 meetings held during 2019/20 have been inquorate. Since the last recruitment of Forum members in 2017, 5 members have resigned. Following these resignations it has become increasingly difficult for meeting of the Forum to be quorate. The quorum is one half of the membership. The Forum requested that consideration be given to reducing its membership from 18 to 14 members; and to recruit a person who has an interest and experience in education . This will be actioned during 2020/21.

6.6 Although not a member of the Forum, the manager of the Licensing Team attends the meetings to advise the Forum of any emerging issues in the area, changes in legislation, consultations etc. Board members are also invited to attend.

6.7 The Act states that the Licensing Board and Licensing Forum must meet annually, although there is nothing stopping them from meeting more often. A joint meeting was held on 2 May 2019 and the minute is attached as Appendix 3. A further joint meeting was due to be held on 25 March 2020, however this was cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic. This has been rescheduled for 29 October 2020 and the minute of that meeting will be an appendix to the Statutory Functions Report 2020/21.

7. Reviews

Premises Licence Reviews

7.1 Any person may apply to the Licensing Board for a review of a premises licence. Grounds for review are that one or more of the conditions on the licence have been breached or for any other ground relevant to the licensing objectives. Where an application for a review is submitted, a hearing must be held. The majority of such applications have previously been submitted by Police Scotland with other applications received from the Licensing Standards Officer, the Border Agency and local residents.

7.2 During the period 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020 there were 2 premises licence reviews brought before the Board. The first was submitted by the Chief Constable for the Costcutter Store in Grangemouth and related to the sale of alcohol outwith licensed hours. The Board was satisfied, having heard submissions from all parties, that grounds for review were established relevant to the licensing objectives of preventing crime and disorder, preventing public nuisance and protecting and improving public health. The Board agreed to suspend the premises licence for a period of 12 weeks. In addition, the Board made a finding in terms of section 84 of the Act in relation to the personal licence of the premises licenceholder and Designated Premises Manager, being the same person and his personal licence was endorsed. The Board considered his conduct was inconsistent with the licensing objectives.

7.3 The second request for review was submitted by the neighbour of a licensed premises that operated as a public house in relation to frequent noise nuisance

from the premises. After hearing from the parties, the Board found that grounds for review had been established relative to the licensing objective of preventing public nuisance. The Board agreed to make a variation to the premises licence which it considered necessary or appropriate for the purposes of the aforementioned licensing objective. The variation was to add a condition to the licence as follows:

“No live amplified music will be permitted except between 5pm and 8pm on Fridays and Saturdays between 21 August 2019 and 18 December 2019”.

In addition, the Board did not make a finding under Section 84 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 in relation to the personal licence held by the Designated Premises Manager of the premises.

Personal Licence Reviews - Notification of Conviction

7.4 During 2019/20, the Board considered 2 personal licences where it had been made aware of relevant convictions. In both cases, it was the Chief Constable that made the Board aware. Hearings were held and the decisions of the Board were as follows:

	Nature of Conviction
	Disposal

	
Sexual Offences (Scotland) Act 2009 (Rape)
	
Revoked

	
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 Section 63(1)
	
No further action*



* it should be noted that the personal licence had previously been endorsed by the Board in relation to the same matter.

8. Conclusion

8.1 As can be seen from the information in this report, this has been another busy and challenging year for the Board. The Board members have continued to work well together making all decisions in a transparent and collegiate manner under the guidance of the Clerk to the Board and the new Convener and new Depute Convener. The end of this period saw the emergence of the covid-19 pandemic which will impact on the work of the Board and the licensed trade in the months to come.









Liquor Licensing Statistics for Year 2019-20 (Period 01/04/2019 to 31/03/2020)
	Local Authority - Falkirk

	Premises Licence Statistics



	Licences in Force on 31 March 2020 (this should equal total of a+b+c)
	338.00

	(a) on license only
	117.00

	(b) off license only
	132.00

	(c) both
	89.00

	Aoolications received durina 2019-20
	

	(a) on sale
	2.00

	(b) off sale
	5.00

	(c) both
	3.00

	Aoolications refused during 2019-20 under section 23
	0.00

	Aoolications granted during 2019-20 under section 23
	7.00

	Applications for review of premises licence during 2019-20 under S36 & S37 resulting in:- 
	

	(a) written warnina
	0.00

	(b) variation
	1.00

	(c) susoension
	1.00

	(d) revocation
	0.00

	( e) no action
	0.00



	Occasional Licence Statistics



	Number of Occasional Licences granted during 2019-20
	528.00



	Personal Licence Statistics
	



	Personal Licences in Force on 31 March 2020
	1278.00


	Applications during 2019-20 under section 72:-
	

	(a) refused
	1.00

	(b) granted
	361.00

	Proceedings taken during 2019-20 under section 83 (notice of conviction) resultina in:-
	

	(a) endorsement
	0.00

	(b) susoension
	0.00

	(c) revocation	
	1.00

	(d) no action
	0.00

	Proceedings taken during 2019-20 under section 84 (conduct inconsistent with licensing objectives) resulting in:-
	

	(a) endorsement	
	1.00

	(b) suspension
	0.00

	(c) revocation
	0.00

	(d) no action
	0.00

	Proceedings during 2019-20 under section 86 (multiple endorsements) resultina in:-
	

	(a) endorsement
	0.00

	(b) suspension
	0.00

	(c) revocation
	0.00

	(d) no action
	0.00

	Revocations of personal licences during 2019-20 under section 87(3) (failure to
orovide evidence of havina undertaken refresher trainina)
	
81.00



	Staff employed at 31 March 2020



	Number (full-time eauivalent) of licensing standards officers employed
	2.00




[bookmark: Statistics_for_financial_year_2019_to_20]
[bookmark: OL_by_type_of_Applicant]Occasional Licences Granted by type of Applicant:
	Applicant Details
	Venue
	Reason

	MEMBERS CLUBS
	
	

	Adrian Bowing Club
	Adrian Bowling Club
	csa quiz night

	Adrian Bowling Club
	adrian bowing Club
	Race night for Gairdoch boys fc

	Allandale Bowling Club
	Allandale Bowling Club
	Sportsman's Brunch

	Allandale Bowling Club
	Allandale Bowling Club
	Try Bowls Open Day

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Silver Wedding

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	25th birthday

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	wedding reception

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	40th birthday party

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	30th birthday party

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	60th birthday

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	30th Birthday Party

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	21st Birthday Party

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	40th Birthday Party

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Fundraiser

	Bainsford Bowling Club
	Bainsford Bowling Club
	30th birthday party

	Blackness Boat Club
	Blackness Boat Club
	Hospitality for Linlithgow Marches

	Bo'ness Chemical Workers
	Bo'ness Chemical worker
	40th Birthday Party

	Bonnybridge Bowling Club
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FALKIRK COUNCIL

Minute of Joint Meeting of Falkirk Licensing Board and the Falkirk Local Licensing Forum held in the Municipal Buildings, Falkirk on Thursday 2 May 2019 at 15.30 p.m.

Present:	Councillor Lorna Binnie and Allyson Black (Members of Falkirk Licensing Board); Gordon Emslie (Personal Licence Holder- Trade); David Gibson (Social Work) John Hamilton (Personal Licence Holder- Trade); Madelene Hunt (Member of the public); Andrew Kane (Member of the public) Andrew Kane (Member of the public) Michael Kleist (Member of the public) Ian Lovie (Scottish Grocers Federation/ Premises Licence Holder – Trade); Ruth McDonald (Falkirk Alcohol and Drug Partnership- Health), and Sergeant Sanda Treachard (Police Scotland).

Chair:	Allyson Black.

Council Officers
Present:	Alison Barr, Consumer Protection Manager; Colin Moodie, Chief Governance Officer; Brian Pirie, Democratic Services Manager.


1. Apologies

Apologies were intimated on behalf of Councillor Balfour, Bissett, Coleman and Patrick: Aileen Holliday (NHS Forth Valley – Health), Thomas Ross (LSO) and Mark Stevenson (Personal Licence Holder – Trade).


2. Minute

Minute of Joint meeting between Falkirk Licensing Board and the Falkirk Local Licensing Forum held on 19 February 2018 was approved.


3. Licensing Board Annual Report for 2018

There was submitted Report (circulated) dated 24 April 2019 by the Clerk to the Licensing Board providing (a) an update on legislative changes since the 2017 annual report, (b) outlining the work carried out by the Licensing Board from 1 January to 31 December 2018 in relation to activity under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005,

Alison Barr, Consumer Protection Manager summarised the contents of the report and highlighted the following:-

Legislative Update

· Air Weapons & Licensing Act 2015

One amendment had come into force since on 29 June 2018, which related to interested parties (s.59 of the 2015 Act), but there were some provisions relating to alcohol still to come into force.

· Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2010

There had been changes to the 2005 relating to connected persons and interested parties, and to the increased powers of entry, inspection and seizure by Licensing Standards Officers. These had come into force on 29 June 2018.

· Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Act 2012

The introduction of the minimum unit price, set at 50p per unit of alcohol was part of part of a package had was aimed at helping to reduce alcohol consumption and related harm. Since 1 May 2018, Licensing Standards Officers had carried out visits to licensed premises to check on compliance. However, to date, no complaints specifically relating to this legislation had been received by the licensing section.


Statement of Licensing Policy

A supplementary Statement of Licensing Policy had been approved by the Licensing Board on 26 June 2018 and related specifically to the festive trading. The supplementary policy shortened the length of the festive trading period and introduced the use of general extension of hours on specific days within the festive period.

She referred to the work undertaken by the Sub-Group on the review of the Statement of Licensing Policy, the consultation undertaken, and responses received. The Licensing Board had approved the new Statement of Licensing Board Policy at its meeting on 19 December 2018.

Overprovision

Preparatory work in relation to the assessment of overprovision had commenced and work on this work stream would continue.

Financial Statement

Alison provided background information on the statutory requirement of the Board to prepare and publish its Statutory Annual Income and Expenditure Report; and to agree the annual fee levels.

The Licensing Board had approved the Annual Fees and Statutory Annual Income and Expenditure Report 2017/18 at its meeting on 26 June 2018 and a copy was attached as Appendix 2 to the report.

Functions Report

Alison referred to the Air Weapons and Licensing Act 2015 which amended the 2005 Act and placed a duty on Boards to prepare an annual functions report. A copy of the Board’s first report for 2017/18, which was approved and published at the end of June 2018, was attached as Appendix 3 to the report.

Budgetary Information

Information was provided on how the collection of the 2018 annual retention fee was carried out and to the slight decrease in the annual fee income gathered in 2017.
The Licensing Board had agreed that there would be no reduction in the fee level from the maximum prescribed, which had been the case since the introduction of the 2005 Act. These had been approved at the Licensing Board meeting on 26 June 2018. Details of these were set out in Appendix 2 to the report.

Licences - 2018

Alison advised that there were currently 359 premises licences, and 1,423 personal licences. Two new premises licences had been granted, 3 provisional licences had been received, and no premises licences had been refused. Of the 23 non-minor variation applications received in 2018, 22 had been granted in that year, with one being granted early in 2019. Additionally, there had been 36 applications for minor variations, all of which had been granted under delegated powers.

Premises Licence Reviews

Three premises licence review applications had been received, two of which were for the same premise. Details of the outcome and recommendations made by the Licensing Board were set out in the report.

Occasional Licences

There had been an increase of 174 occasional licence applications from the previous year. Details of the application type, venue and event were set out in the report. The cost of these licences was still £10.

Extended Hours

There had been a decrease of 59 extended hours applications, which was due to the implementation of the Supplementary Statement of Licensing Policy – Festive Trading.

Personal Licences

During 2018, 157 personal licence applications had been received, with 2 being referred to the Licensing Board for determination. The Licensing Board had received 3 personal licence reviews with the Licensing Board’s disposal for each was detailed in the report.

Behaviour Inconsistent with the Licensing Objectives

In 2018, the Licensing Board dealt with its first case in relation to a personal licence holder behaving in a manner that was inconsistent with the licensing objectives.

Personal Licence Revocations

An amendment by the Air Weapons & Licensing Act 2015, now allows an application to be lodged for a new personal licence by a person whose licence has been revoked, but only applies in specific circumstances.

Renewal of Personal Licences

In line with the 2005 Act, personal licence holders must apply 3 months prior to the date of the expiry of their licences. Personal licences are granted for 10 years and for those granted prior for the commencement of the 2005, the expiry date is 31 August 219.

Alison advised that in September 2018, 399 personal licence holders were contacted advising that the deadline for submitting a renewal application is 31 May 2019.


Decision

The report was noted.


4. Any Other Competent Business

During open discussion, the following issues were raised:-

· the £10 fee for occasional licences does not equate to the work involved in processing the application
· the Scottish Government were due to publish a consultation on the fee level for occasional licences
· occasional licences are being used to operate businesses that have a greater turnover than many licensed premises but do not incur the same stringent checks/regulations
· work was ongoing to ensure that the necessary training for those applying for occasional licences had been carried out
· the need to ensure that appropriate staff training is in place for those employed at events operating under occasional licences
· applicants are advised that the same mandatory conditions apply to both occasional licences and premises licences. If deemed appropriate, additional conditions can also be applied depending on the event/venue/numbers/ages etc
· the importance of intelligence to assist Police Scotland/Licensing Section in ensuring that licence conditions and licensing objectives are being adhered to
· Police Scotland check the list of occasional licences and if they have any concerns, they will visit the event/premise
· the work which took place on producing the new Statement of Licensing Policy
· feedback from the consultation exercise had been included in the finalised Statement of Licensing Policy
· raising awareness of the renewal process for personal licence holders and the timescale for lodging applications
· the premises licence review process and the options and sanctions available to the Licensing Board
· collecting and ensuring that appropriate data to be relied upon considering overprovision can be difficult to obtain
· the difficulties in proving a direct causal link between alcohol related problems and specific licensed premises
· the overprovision statement requires to be robust and able to withstand challenge
· other Licensing Board areas have based their overprovision statement on NHS data linked to health related illness

5. Date of Next Joint Meeting

To be advised.
