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1 PROPOSAL   

 
Background 

 
In recent years, Falkirk Council has made a considerable investment to increase 
denominational school capacity to meet an increasing demand for places.  Despite this, 
the demand for places at a number of denominational schools has increased to a level 
that can no longer be met. 
 
A new single stream denominational primary school (St Bernadette’s in Stenhousemuir) 
was opened in August 2012 and this additional capacity, in association with a major 
rezoning of several school catchments, was intended to reduce the pressure on St 
Andrew’s and St Francis Xavier’s Primary schools.  In actual fact, all available spaces 
have been filled at St Bernadette’s and demand has remained very high at St Andrew’s, 
St Francis Xavier’s and other denominational primary schools.   
 
In August 2013 it was necessary to cap intake at all of the St Mungo’s High School 
feeder schools to protect capacity at several of these schools and to prevent over-
subscription at St Mungo’s High School longer term.  Across the Council area, nearly 40 
pupils were refused enrolment to these schools.  It was not possible to reserve any 
places for pupils likely to move into the area because the demand came from pupils that 
live in the catchment areas of these schools.  As a consequence, there are no places 
available in Primary 1 at several denominational primary schools for Catholic pupils that 
move into the area, and this has resulted in a growing waiting list for places at 
denominational schools from Catholic pupils moving into or around the Falkirk Council 
area. 
 
Falkirk Council has a legal duty to offer a denominational education to Roman Catholic 
families and this proposal to change the Admissions Policy aims to ensure that this is 
possible.   
 

Proposals Currently all pupils can choose to enrol at their catchment denominational school when 
they: 

 start in Primary 1 

 move into the Falkirk Council area at any year stage. 
 
It is proposed that the Council's Admissions Policy is changed so that pupils that can 
demonstrate affiliation to the RC church by means of a baptismal certificate would remain 
entitled to enrol at their catchment denominational school in these circumstances, but all 
other pupils would be required to submit a placing request. 
 

Legislation 
and Current 
Policy 

Denominational schools in the Falkirk Council area are open to pupils of all 
denominations, all faiths and none, in the same way that non-denominational schools 
are.  This reflects the duties outlined for education authorities in the Education (Scotland) 
Act 1980. 
 
However, this legislation also gives education authorities the right to manage pupil intake 
for schools and in Falkirk Council schools, priority is given to pupils baptised as Roman 
Catholic where demand exceeds available places at a denominational school. 
 
The proposed change would mean that if spaces are limited at a denominational school, 
placing requests can be refused to reserve places for Catholic pupils likely to move into a 
school's catchment area during the school year.   
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Outcome of 
the 
Proposed 
Change 

The proposed change in the admission policy is intended to: 

 reduce the risk that a denominational education cannot be offered to Catholic pupils 
moving into the area.  

 reduce demand for intake to denominational primary schools and longer term at St 
Mungo's High School and therefore lessen the risk that these schools will be 
operating at full capacity. 

 
Who Would 
Be 
Affected? 
 

New Enrolments at Denominational Schools 
Following the proposed change, only pupils that can demonstrate affiliation to the RC 
Church by means of a baptismal certificate will be automatically entitled to enrol at their 
local denominational primary school.  All other pupils wanting to attend a denominational 
school will be required to submit a placing request. 
 
Although existing pupils at denominational schools would be unaffected by these changes 
(see below), they may have younger siblings that would be affected when they come to 
enrol. 
 
Whilst most placing requests are granted, they are always subject to the availability of 
spaces so cannot be guaranteed in advance, or for younger siblings that will be 
transferring in future years.   Free school transport will not be offered to pupils enrolling 
through a placing request, regardless of home to school distance. 
 
Currently, if a non-RC baptised pupil is unsuccessful in enrolling at their catchment 
denominational primary school because spaces are limited, they will be offered a place at 
the local non-denominational primary school and there is no right of appeal.  The 
proposed change in policy would mean that they can only enrol by submitting a placing 
request and if this is refused, there is a legal right of appeal and an established appeal 
process. 
 
Pupils Currently at Denominational Schools 

 St Mungo’s Cluster Primary Schools/St Mungo’s High School 
Pupils that are currently attending their catchment denominational primary schools 
that are not RC baptised would remain entitled to transfer to St Mungo’s High School 
without the requirement for a placing request, and will also retain their entitlement to 
free school transport.  All pupils currently attending St Mungo’s High School will retain 
their entitlement to free school transport where this already exists. 

 St Patrick’s Primary School/St Modan’s High School 
Pupils living in the Denny area wishing to attend St Modan's High School in Stirling 
are subject to Stirling Council's Admissions Policy which already requires a placing 
request for the transfer of pupils from St Patrick’s Primary School if they are not RC 
baptised.  However, Falkirk Council currently provide free school transport for all 
catchment pupils that transfer from St Patrick’s Primary School to St Modan’s High 
School.  This proposed change in the Falkirk Council Admissions Policy would not 
affect existing pupils at either of these schools, and free transport will continue to be 
offered to current (catchment) St Patrick’s Primary School pupils that transfer to St 
Modan’s High School.   

   
Date of 
Change 

It is proposed that this change will come into effect prior to December 2014.  This is the 
first date on which placing requests are accepted for the August 2015 primary intake.    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Consultative Document 

Falkirk Council 
Education Services 

 

 

 

Educational 
Benefits 

This proposal aims to: 

 reduce the risk of capacity/accommodation pressures arising at denominational 
schools; 

 manage denominational school admissions more effectively through the use of 
placing requests;  

 reduce the risk that Catholic pupils are unable to attend their catchment 
denominational school. 

 
Very high occupancies can result in overcrowding and timetabling constraints that can 
have a detrimental impact on the education on offer at the school.  This proposal would 
aim to reduce demand sufficiently to ensure that occupancies can remain at more 
optimum levels for the foreseeable future. 
 
There are an increasing number of Catholic pupils on the waiting list for a place at their 
local denominational primary school because all spaces have been filled when they move 
into the area.  This can lead to an extended period where these pupils must be 
accommodated at a denominational school outwith their local community area or at the 
local non-denominational school. 
 
Introducing more control on school admissions would ensure that, where demand for a 
denominational school would fill the school completely, places can still be reserved for 
Catholic pupils moving into the area.  This would have the effect that current 
denominational school waiting lists would reduce and potentially disappear completely 
rather than continue to increase as currently expected.  There are educational benefits 
arising from this because pupils will face less disruption and be more settled if they are 
accommodated in the local denominational school because: 

 they will not need to travel to an alternative school in a different area and possibly 
a different school to their sibling(s); 

 they will not face the prospect of a second transfer between schools after moving 
into the area. 

 
If denominational school waiting lists continue to grow, then additional capacity may 
eventually be required at one or more of these schools in order that the Council can meet 
its legal duty to provide a denominational education.  This would be financially onerous 
and could reduce the capital investment available for projects in other areas of the school 
estate.  This proposed additional control on denominational school admissions would 
allow the Council to manage demand for places so that this statutory duty can be met 
comfortably within the existing denominational school estate. 
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2 CONSULTATION 

  
Legislation 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 
A formal consultation is required for any proposal to change the Council's policy with 
respect to Placing Requests.  This consultation fully accords with the requirements of this 
legislation. 
 

Consultees 
 

During the consultation period, in accordance with legislative requirements, views are 
being sought from a range of interested parties including: 
 

 Parents of all pre-school children attending Falkirk Council nurseries and all pupils 
attending denominational schools. 

 The Parent Councils of all denominational schools 

 Denominational school staff and trade unions 

 Pupils at denominational schools 

 Community Councils 

 Elected members 

 Education Scotland  

 The Roman Catholic Church 

 Stirling and Clackmannanshire Councils  
 

Consultation 
Period 
 

The consultation is taking place over an 8 week period between 6 May and 27 June 2014 
 
 

Public 
Meeting 
 

Three public meetings to discuss the proposal will be held as follows: 

 St Patrick’s Primary School, Denny on Tuesday 20 May 2014 at 7pm. 

 St Mary’s Primary School, Bo’ness on Tuesday 27 May 2014 at 7pm.   

 St Mungo’s High School, Falkirk on Monday 9 June 2014 at 7pm. 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Officers of the Council will be present to discuss these proposals and there will be an 
opportunity to ask questions at the meeting.  We appreciate, however, that there will be 
limited time at the meeting to discuss everything fully and not everyone is comfortable 
with speaking in a public meeting.   
 
To make sure all issues are covered and everyone gets the opportunity to contribute to 
the discussion, we are happy to accept advance notice of specific questions or issues 
you would like to raise at this meeting.  Advance questions will be accepted in writing 
only up to 2 days in advance of the meeting (see contact details below).  Please let us 
know how the proposals would affect you and your family, and whether you would like to 
be named at the meeting as asking the particular question you submit. 
 

How to 
Respond 
 

Interested parties are encouraged to complete and return the pro-forma attached with 
this proposal document.  It asks some specific questions regarding the proposal, and 
provides the opportunity to detail any issues of concern.  Separate written submissions 
regarding this proposal will also be accepted by letter or e-mail until Friday 27 June 
2014 when the consultation period ends. 
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We will be happy to discuss these proposals on the phone, but telephone conversations 
will not be recorded as part of the consultation and all submissions should be in writing. 

 
Following the 
Consultation 
 

Education Scotland will receive details of consultation responses and the public 
meetings and will provide Education Services with a report after the consultation.   
 
Education Services will then prepare a consultation report which will be published on 
the council website and it will also be made available to read at libraries, council offices 
and at Education Services HQ (Sealock House in Grangemouth).   
 
The consultation report will be discussed by councillors at the Education Executive later 
in the year.  They will consider whether this proposed change to admissions 
arrangements should go ahead. 
 

Contact 
Details 

If you would like to discuss these proposals or have any queries regarding the 
consultation process, please phone us on 01324 506608 or 506621. 
 
When completed, please return the attached pro-forma and any further written 
submission regarding these proposals to: 
 
Admissions Policy Consultation 
Education Services 
Sealock House 
2 Inchyra Road 
Grangemouth 
FK3 9XB  
 
or by e-mail to educ.consultation@falkirk.gov.uk 
 

 

mailto:educ.consultation@falkirk.gov.uk
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3 RESPONSE FORM  

 
PROPOSAL FOR A CHANGE IN THE SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS POLICY  
 
Name:       

 
Address:       

 
      
 

Contact Telephone Number:       
 

Contact Email Address:       
 

Name of Pupil(s) Concerned: 
(where relevant) 

      
 

Name of School(s) Attended: 
(where relevant) 

      
 

 
QU1: Do you agree with the proposed change in the Falkirk Council 
Admissions Policy to require a Placing Request for non-RC baptised 
pupils to attend denominational schools? 
 

   Yes 
 

   No 

  

QU 2: Do you have any further comments on this proposal? (please continue overleaf if 
necessary) 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please complete and return this form by Friday 27 
June 2014 to: 
 
 
 
 
Or by e-mail to: educ.consultation@falkirk.gov.uk 

Admissions Policy Consultation 
Education Services 
Sealock House, 2 Inchyra Road  
Grangemouth  FK3 9XB 
 
 

mailto:educ.consultation@falkirk.gov.uk

