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POLICY ECON.6

Proposals for significant retail or commercial
leisure development not within Falkirk Town
Centre, or the District Centres, or not provided
for within a Strategic Development Opportunity
as specified in Schedule ECON 1, will be
assessed in relation to the following:

1 the impact on the vitality and viability of
Falkirk Town Centre, the District Centres,
and any other Strategic Development
Opportunity;

2 the need for the development;

3 the proposal’s ability to meet the sequential
approach;

4 the accessibility of the proposal by a choice
of means of transport ;

5 the impact on the number and length of car
trips; and

6 whether the proposal lies within the existing
or proposed urban area as defined in the
Local Plan.

A Retail/Leisure Impact Assessment addressing
these factors will be required for all retail
developments of 2,500 sq. m. gross floorspace
or more, and for major commercial leisure
developments. Assessment of smaller retail
developments (between 1,000 and 2,500 sq.m.
gross) may also be required in certain
circumstances.

3.26 Policy ECON.6 sets out criteria against which

out-of-centre retail or leisure proposals will be
judged. These reflect national policy guidance and
are intended to ensure that the roles of Falkirk
Town Centre and the District Centres continue to
be secured and that such developments, which are
major trip generators, are located so that they
comply with the Structure Plan’s aim of
minimising travel by private car. The sequential
approach will ensure that developers have first
given preference to town centre sites, followed by
edge-of-centre sites, and only then by out-of-
centre sites in locations that are, or can be easily
accessible by a choice of means of transport. The
judgement of whether a development is
‘significant’ will depend on its scale, nature and
location. Depending on the scale of the proposal,
formal assessment of these factors will be

required to accompany planning applications.

3.27

3.28
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POLICY ECON.7:

The Council will support the development of
sustainable tourism in the Council area,
through the provision of an improved range and
quality of attractions and supporting
infrastructure. Accordingly:

1 the key locations for development will be the
Millennium Canals, Falkirk Town
Centre/Callendar Park and Bo’ness;

2 development which supports and expands
the main target markets of day trips, short
breaks, visiting friends and family and
business tourism will be particularly
encouraged; and

3 tourism development must be
environmentally sustainable, in terms of its
location and design. In particular, any
development outwith the urban areas must
demonstrate that a countryside location is
essential.

Tourism is secen as a key sector for economic
growth. Development must focus on the arca’s
strengths such as its central location, its
accessibility and its under-exploited heritage.
Creation of new attractions must be accompanied
by a marked improvement in infrastructure,
notably the range and quality of accommodation
and effective marketing. Promotion and
development will be directed towards the

specified target markets.

The Millennium Canal Link appears to offer
the greatest potential for encouraging the
development of tourism over the period of the
Structure Plan. The Council area is at the hub of
this exciting project which has reopened
Scotland’s lowland canals to navigation and
re-established the city-to-city and coast-to-coast
connection. The project fits well with the
Structure Plan strategy in that a number of
communities within the Council area will benefit
from the project. Moreover, the linear nature of
the canals means it will allow the area’s wider
tourism assets to be linked and packaged as a
A of

development opportunities have been identified at

unified visitor attraction. variety
key nodes along the canal corridor, the most
important of which will be the Falkirk Canal
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