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Housing Design and Residential Amenity

The scale of residential growth planned for the area over the period of the
plan will have a significant impact on how communities look and feel. It is
important that new housing is well designed so that this impact is a
positive one. Smaller scale change in residential neighbourhoods, whether
through small infill developments, proposals for non-residential uses or
simple extensions or alterations to properties, must also be managed so
as to maintain residential amenity.

Policy HSG04 Housing Design

The layout, design and density of the new housing development should
conform with any relevant site-specific design guidance, Supplementary
Guidance SG02 ‘Housing Layout and Design’ and the Scottish
Government’s policy on ‘Designing Streets’. Indicative site capacities in
the site schedules may be exceeded where a detailed layout demonstrates
that a high quality design solution, which delivers the requisite level of
residential amenity, has been achieved.

Policy HSGOS5 Infill Development and Subdivision of Plots

Proposals for the erection of additional houses within the curtilage of

existing properties or on small gap sites will be permitted where:

1. The scale, density, disposition and design of the proposed houses
respect the townscape character of the area;

2. Adequate garden ground can be provided to serve the proposed houses
without an unacceptable impact upon the size or functioning of existing
gardens;

. Adequate privacy will be afforded to both the proposed houses and
neighbouring properties;

. The proposal would not result in the loss of features such as trees,
vegetation or walls, such that the character or amenity of the area would
be adversely affected;

. The proposed vehicular access, parking and other infrastructure is of an
adequate standard for both proposed and existing houses; and

. The proposal complies with other LDP policies.
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Policy HSG06 Non-Residential Uses in Residential Areas

Within established residential areas, the introduction of uses which would
be incompatible with the residential character and amenity of the area will
generally not be permitted. Proposals for appropriate community services
(e.g surgeries, day nurseries and neighbourhood shops), homeworking or
other compatible business uses (e.g. guest houses) will be supported
where it can be demonstrated that the quality of the residential
environment would be safeguarded, the type and location of the property
is suitable, and satisfactory access and parking can be provided.

Policy HSGO07 House Extensions and Alterations

Extensions and alterations to houses will be permitted where:

. The scale, design and materials are sympathetic to the existing building;

. The location and scale of the extension or alterations will not
significantly affect the degree of amenity, daylight or privacy enjoyed by
neighbouring properties; and

. It will not result in overdevelopment of the plot, thereby giving rise to
adverse impacts on the functioning of garden ground, unacceptable
loss of off-street parking, or road safety issues.

Proposals should comply with the detailed guidance on these criteria set
out in the Supplementary Guidance SG03 ‘House Extensions and
Alterations’.
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