
4.30 The quality of residential areas can often be

threatened by inappropriate infill development,

sometimes termed ‘town cramming’. Infill proposals,

particularly where they involve the subdivision of the

curtilage of existing houses, frequently take little

account of the overall grain of the surrounding area,

or of the setting and amenity of neighbouring

properties. Policy SC8 seeks to prevent insensitive

infill whilst allowing development where a legitimate

opportunity exists and can be integrated successfully

into the urban fabric. 

SC8 INFILL DEVELOPMENT AND

SUBDIVISION OF PLOTS

Proposals for the erection of additional
dwellinghouses within the curtilage of existing
properties or on small gap sites will only be
considered favourably where:

(1) the scale, density, disposition and design of the
proposed houses respect the architectural and
townscape character of the area;

(2) adequate garden ground can be provided to
serve the proposed houses without an
unacceptable impact upon the size or
functioning of existing gardens;

(3) adequate privacy will be afforded to both the
proposed houses and neighbouring properties;

(4) the proposal would not result in the loss of
features such as trees, vegetation or walls, such
that the character or amenity of the area would
be adversely affected; 

(5) the proposed vehicular access and other
infrastructure is of an adequate standard; and

(6) the proposal complies with other Local Plan
policies.
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4.31

Extensions and Alterations to 
Residential Properties

4.32 There is a need to ensure that alterations and

extensions to residential properties do not,

individually or cumulatively, detract from the

environment of residential areas. Policy SC9 sets

out the key considerations in determining the

acceptability of proposals, dealing with the impact

of changes on the integrity of the property itself, on

the amenity of neighbouring properties and on the

character of the area as a whole. Detailed

guidance may be found within the Council’s SPG

Note on House Extensions and Alterations.

SC9 EXTENSIONS AND

ALTERATIONS TO

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

Extensions and alterations to residential properties
will be permitted where:

(1) the scale, design and materials are sympathetic
to the existing building;

(2) the location and scale of the extension or
alterations will not significantly affect the
degree of amenity, daylight or privacy enjoyed
by neighbouring properties; and 

(3) it will not result in overdevelopment of the plot,
thereby giving rise to adverse impacts on the
functioning of garden ground, or the
unacceptable loss of off-street parking.

4.33

Creating and Maintaining Residential Amenity - Actions and Indicators

Actions:

• Prepare development briefs for outstanding housing sites

Indicators:

• Quality as assessed through periodic audit of major built developments against sustainable

development principles
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