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Countryside

Development in the Countryside

The countryside is defined as those areas outwith the Urban and Villages
Limits, as set out in Policy CG01 of the Spatial Strategy. The criteria for
assessing housing and business proposals in the countryside are set out
in Policies CG03 and CGO04. Detailed guidance on the interpretation and
application of these policies is contained within Supplementary Guidance
SGO01 Development in the Countryside. It should be noted that proposals
that lie in the Green Belt will additionally have to meet the terms of Policy
CGO02 contained within in the Spatial Strategy.

Policy CG03 Housing in the Countryside

Proposals for housing development in the countryside of a scale, layout
and design suitable for its intended location will be supported in the
following circumstances:

1. Housing required for the pursuance of agriculture, horticulture, or
forestry, or the management of a business for which a countryside
location is essential;

. Restoration or replacement of houses which are still substantially intact,
provided the restored/replacement house is of a comparable size to the
original;

. Conversion or restoration of non-domestic farm buildings to residential
use, including the sensitive redevelopment of redundant farm
steadings;

. Appropriate infill development;

. Limited enabling development to secure the restoration of historic
buildings or structures; or

. Small, privately owned gypsy/traveller sites which comply with Policy
HSGO08.

Detailed guidance on the application of these criteria will be contained in

Supplementary Guidance SGO01 ‘Development in the Countryside’.
Proposals will be subject to a rigorous assessment of their impact on the
rural environment, having particular regard to policies protecting natural
heritage and the historic environment.
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Policy CG04 Business Development in the Countryside

Proposals for business development in the countryside of a scale, layout
and design suitable for its intended location will be supported in the
following circumstances:

1. Areas specifically identified for business development on the Proposals
Map;

2. Business development, including appropriate leisure and tourism uses,
where a need for a countryside location is demonstrated, or the
development constitutes an appropriate form of farm diversification;

. Proposals involving the re-use of industrial, commercial or institutional
land or premises, or the conversion of farm buildings for business use;
or

4. Limited extensions to existing established business in the countryside;

Detailed guidance on the application of these criteria will be contained in
Supplementary Guidance SGO01 ‘Development in the Countryside’.
Proposals will be subject to a rigorous assessment of their impact on the
rural environment, having particular regard to policies protecting natural
heritage and the historic environment.




