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1. Purpose of Report

1.1  The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the status of the Denny
town centre regeneration project including the phase 1 development and the

outcome of marketing phases 2 and 3.

2. Recommendations

It is recommended that the Executive:-

i) notes the report on the progress of the Denny town centre
regeneration project;

ii) notes progress on the development of the Phase 2 site and that
agrees that a further report on mixed use proposals for this site
comes forward to the Executive for decision.

lii) agrees to dispose of the Phase 3 site to Mr Mark Love for the
development of a Post Office and convenience store provision at a
price of £10,000.

3. Background & Project Update
3.1 Town centre regeneration is a key priority of the Strategic Community Plan,

Growth, Investment & Inclusion, the Council’s economic strategy and related

policies. It is a key tool in delivering the Council’s Local Development Plan

commitment to enhance the role of town centres and regenerate district
centres
3.2  The Council is progressing the Denny town centre regeneration project. The

Phase 1 building is now well established with the Library and eight out of the

10 commercial units let. The 2 vacant units are currently being marketed to

attract additional interest. Marketing of Phases 2 and 3 of the site has also

been taking place.
4. Considerations
4.1 On 13 March 2018 the Executive approved the marketing of both Phases 2

and 3 and Syme Properties were subsequently appointed as the Council’s
marketing agents. The marketing brief for Phase 2 and 3 was issued in July
2018 to the market with varying levels of interest.



4.2
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4.4

4.5

4.6

6.1

6.2

Phase 2

Phase 2 has been marketed twice previously without any committed interest
resulting. The Executive subsequently approved delaying further marketing of
phases 2 and 3 until phase 1 was complete in order to benefit from a more
attractive environment.

The marketing exercise progressed during 2018 has identified no new retail
sector interest in the site. The agents advise that the requirements of food
retailers have changed as they are looking for a larger store format which
requires a larger site.

Discussions within the Council on the prospects for the site have elicited
interest from Corporate & Housing Services in relation to the potential for a
social housing offer on the site. This proposal might be considered within the
Strategic Housing Investment Plan (SHIP). The Denny town centre
regeneration project is an important priority for the Council. The marketing of
Phase 2 has confirmed there is no retail interest in the site, however it offers
potential. It is proposed that further work takes place to consider the means to
deliver a scheme for this site and bring back recommendations to the
Executive on how this moves forward.

Phase 3

The Council has previously considered options for the phase 3 site including
opportunities for community uses on the site. Consultation took place with the
local community to consider future community asset opportunities. However
no proposals came forward and as a result it was agreed that the Council
should declare the site surplus and market the site for development.

The 0.13 acre (0.05Ha) site was marketed by Syme properties, with a closing
date for offers of 15 February 2019. The Council received one offer of
£10,000 from Mr Mark Love, who presently manages the local Post Office
and convenience store on Duke Street opposite this site. Mr Love intends to
relocate his business into a new build property on the Phase 3 site. It is
suggested that this would offer a suitable development of the site, enabling
an improved post office and convenience store offer at this location. It is
accordingly recommended that this offer be accepted.

Consultation

There has been extensive consultation previously with the Denny community,
Denny and Dunipace Community Council, local members and stakeholders
during the development process and reported to the Council’'s Executive.
Further consultation will take place via the planning process in relation to
subsequent development of the Phase 2 & 3 sites.

Implications
Financial
Any capital receipts for Phase 2 and 3 will contribute to the programme of

receipts for the general services capital programme.

Resources
Nil.
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Legal
The proposed land transactions will be completed with the support of the
Council’'s Governance Services.

Risk
A risk matrix is maintained for the delivery of the Denny Town Centre project
and will be updated to reflect the recommendations of this report.

Equalities
No impact on protected groups.

Sustainability/Environmental Impact

The designs for the development of phase 2 and 3 will be expected to promote
the use of sustainable materials and attract a mix of both local and national
interest to improve the sustainability of the centre.

Conclusion
The results of the Phase 3 marketing has confirmed a single interest from Mr

Mark Love which, if progressed, will secure and sustain a Post Office and
convenience store within Denny town centre.

Director of Development Services

Author — Colin Frame, Principal Surveyor 01324 590972, colin.frame@falkirk.gov.uk
Date: 3 April 2019

Appendices:

1. Phased development plan

List of Background Papers:
The following papers were relied on in the preparation of this report in terms of the
Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973:-

1. Denny Town Centre Regeneration Files.
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