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Maximising the Benefits of Green Infrastructure

NPF Context

219. NPF3 aims to significantly enhance green infrastructure networks, particularly in and
around our cities and towns. Green infrastructure and improved access to open space can help to
build stronger, healthier communities. It is an essential part of our long-term environmental
performance and climate resilience. Improving the quality of our places and spaces through
integrated green infrastructure networks can also encourage investment and development.

Policy Principles
220. Planning should protect, enhance and promote green infrastructure, including open space

and green networks, as an integral component of successful placemaking.
221. The planning system should:
» consider green infrastructure as an integral element of places from the outset of the planning
process;

» assess current and future needs and opportunities for green infrastructure to provide multiple
benefits;

+ facilitate the provision and long-term, integrated management of green infrastructure and
prevent fragmentation; and

» provide for easy and safe access to and within green infrastructure, including core paths and
other important routes, within the context of statutory access rights under the Land Reform
(Scotland) Act 2003.

Key Documents
» Green Infrastructure: Design and Placemaking®

» Getting the Best from Our Land — A Land Use Strategy for Scotland®
» Planning Advice Note 65: Planning and Open Space®

» Reaching Higher — Scotland’s National Strategy for Sport®

» The Play Strateqy for Scotland and Action Plan®’
+ Let's Get Scotland Walking: The National Walking Strateqy®

Delivery

Development Planning

222. Development plans should be based on a holistic, integrated and cross-sectoral approach
to green infrastructure. They should be informed by relevant, up-to-date audits, strategies and action
plans covering green infrastructure’s multiple functions, for example open space, playing fields,
pitches, outdoor access, core paths, active travel strategies, the historic environment, biodiversity,
forestry and woodland, river basins, flood management, coastal zones and the marine environment.

93 www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/11/04140525/0

94 www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/17091927/0

95 www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/05/30100623/0

96 www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/ArtsCultureSport/Sport/NationalStrategies/Sport-21
97 www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/10/9424

98 www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/5743
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Plans should promote consistency with these and reflect their priorities and spatial implications.

Strategic development plans should safeguard existing strategic or regionally important
assets and identify strategic priorities for green infrastructure addressing cross-boundary needs
and opportunities.

Local development plans should identify and protect open space identified in the open
space audit and strategy as valued and functional or capable of being brought into use to meet
local needs.

Local development plans should seek to enhance existing and promote the creation of new
green infrastructure, which may include retrofitting. They should do this through a design-led
approach, applying standards which facilitate appropriate provision, addressing deficits or
surpluses within the local context. The standards delivered through a design-led approach should
result in a proposal that is appropriate to place, including connections to other green infrastructure
assets. Supplementary guidance or master plans may be used to achieve this.

Local development plans should identify sites for new indoor or outdoor sports, recreation
or play facilities where a need has been identified in a local facility strategy, playing field strategy
or similar document. They should provide for good quality, accessible facilities in sufficient quantity
to satisfy current and likely future community demand. Outdoor sports facilities should be
safeguarded from development except where:

+ the proposed development is ancillary to the principal use of the site as an outdoor sports
facility;

+ the proposed development involves only a minor part of the outdoor sports facility and would
not affect its use and potential for sport and training;

+ the outdoor sports facility which would be lost would be replaced either by a new facility of
comparable or greater benefit for sport in a location that is convenient for users, or by the
upgrading of an existing outdoor sports facility to provide a facility of better quality on the
same site or at another location that is convenient for users and maintains or improves the
overall playing capacity in the area; or

+ the relevant strategy (see paragraph 224) and consultation with sportscotland show that
there is a clear excess of provision to meet current and anticipated demand in the area, and
that the site would be developed without detriment to the overall quality of provision.

Local development plans should safeguard existing and potential allotment sites to ensure
that local authorities meet their statutory duty to provide allotments where there is proven demand.
Plans should also encourage opportunities for a range of community growing spaces.

Local development plans should safeguard access rights and core paths, and encourage
new and enhanced opportunities for access linked to wider networks.

Local development plans should encourage the temporary use of unused or underused
land as green infrastructure while making clear that this will not prevent any future development
potential which has been identified from being realised. This type of greening may provide the
advance structure planting to create the landscape framework for any future development.
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Development Management

Development of land allocated as green infrastructure for an unrelated purpose should
have a strong justification. This should be based on evidence from relevant audits and strategies
that the proposal will not result in a deficit of that type of provision within the local area and that
alternative sites have been considered. Poor maintenance and neglect should not be used as a
justification for development for other purposes.

Development proposals that would result in or exacerbate a deficit of green infrastructure
should include provision to remedy that deficit with accessible infrastructure of an appropriate type,
quantity and quality.

In the design of green infrastructure, consideration should be given to the qualities of
successful places. Green infrastructure should be treated as an integral element in how the
proposal responds to local circumstances, including being well-integrated into the overall design
layout and multi-functional. Arrangements for the long-term management and maintenance of
green infrastructure, and associated water features, including common facilities, should be
incorporated into any planning permission.

Proposals that affect regional and country parks must have regard to their statutory
purpose of providing recreational access to the countryside close to centres of population, and
should take account of their wider objectives as set out in their management plans and strategies.

Promoting Responsible Extraction of Resources

NPF Context

Minerals make an important contribution to the economy, providing materials for
construction, energy supply and other uses, and supporting employment. NPF3 notes that
minerals will be required as construction materials to support our ambition for diversification of the
energy mix. Planning should safeguard mineral resources and facilitate their responsible use.
Our spatial strategy underlines the need to address restoration of past minerals extraction sites
in and around the Central Belt.

Policy Principles
The planning system should:
* recognise the national benefit of indigenous coal, oil and gas production in maintaining a
diverse energy mix and improving energy security;

» safeguard workable resources and ensure that an adequate and steady supply is available to
meet the needs of the construction, energy and other sectors;

* minimise the impacts of extraction on local communities, the environment and the built and
natural heritage; and

+ secure the sustainable restoration of sites to beneficial afteruse after working has ceased.
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