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We want Falkirk Council to be 
thought of as “the place to be”. To 
achieve this we need to maintain 
and improve the area to create an 
environment in which people want 
to live, work and visit.

We know that improving the 
cleanliness of our area is a vital 
part of this and we also know that 
the community have an important 
role to play in achieving this. 
With the support of residents, 
businesses, schools and other 
agencies together we can influence 
the behaviour of those responsible 
for littering, resulting in a cleaner 
environment.

This Community Litter Plan lets 
you know what we at the Council 
are doing but more importantly 
outlines how you can contribute to 
the success of our aim. Working 
together we can encourage 
people to take pride in their local 
environment, and take an active 
role in making Falkirk great.

Councillor Jim Blackwood

Portfolio Holder for Public 
Protection

FOREWORD
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Our Community Litter Plan 
is designed to be used as a 
resource to help you shape 
and improve your local area. 

It shows how we can achieve 
change in our communities 
by working together. We want 
to make sure the services we 
deliver are effective and easily 
accessed by all.

Our towns are our legacy. They 
are our history and our future. 
We need to embrace community 
spirit to make our towns 
places we are proud of. First 
impressions last and together 
we can make Falkirk’s first 
impression a great one.

Introduction

Inform   information on litter and what we  
do to tackle it

Inspire  provide examples of campaigns  
and projects

Involve   how you can get involved 

For more information about anything covered in this document 
please contact: litterzone@falkirk.gov.uk | 01324 504433 

 FalkirkLitterTeam   LitterTeam

In this Community Litter Plan we aim to:
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It is estimated that clearing 
litter costs Falkirk Council 
£3million annually. 

Across Europe this figure is 
around €10-13 billion and these 
costs continue to rise. It is for 
this reason that we have seen 
an increased commitment to 
reducing litter both nationally 
and across Europe. 

The Clean Europe Network 
is pledging to achieve a litter 
free Europe by 2030 and the 
Scottish Government have 
published their first National 
Litter Strategy.

This Government document 
aims to reduce litter and 
flytipping by encouraging us all 
to take personal responsibility 
for our actions. 

Falkirk Council’s aim is to have 
cleaner, safer communities in 
line with the National Litter 
Strategy. 

Setting  
the Scene

To achieve this aim, we provide:
•	 	A	Street	Cleansing	service	to	remove	litter	from	 

public areas

•	 	The	Community	Safety	team	to	work	with	communities	to	
reduce antisocial behaviour and enforce environmental 
legislation for litter, dog fouling and flytipping

•	 	The	Litter	Strategy	team	to	provide	education	on	litter	
through school activities, campaigns and events within 
communities.



As a local authority, we have a 
duty to keep certain areas free 
of litter. These areas include 
open spaces like parks, public 
roads and footpaths. We spend 
363 days a year doing this. 

We are not, however, responsible 
for maintaining all land.

We are only responsible for 
maintaining land as set out in 
the Code of Practice on Litter 
and Refuse 2006  
www.gov.scot/Resource/
Doc/160549/0043662.pdf 
This means that we are not 
responsible for places like 
railway stations, railway tracks 
or canal towpaths.

Our street cleansing teams work 
across the Falkirk Council area, 
litter picking, removing flytipping 
and emptying litter bins.

Who we are  
and what we do

Street  
Cleansing 

In Falkirk Council 
we have several 
departments who work 
together to tackle 
litter issues. Here is 
a description of each 
department and the 
service you can expect. 

They also clear debris from 
road traffic accidents and 
remove discarded syringes and 
offensive graffiti. 

The cleanliness of the Falkirk 
area is assessed using a 
system that all councils in 
Scotland use. Our staff, or 
assessors from Keep Scotland 
Beautiful, survey randomly 
selected streets across the 
area every year. The results 
are then reported back to the 
Government to create a national 
picture of litter across Scotland. 

Locally we use the survey 
results to provide lower scoring 
areas with the resources they 
need. These resources can vary 
from litter campaigns, talks in 
schools, enforcement patrols or 
more regular bin emptying. 
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Litter Strategy Team
“We couldn't do 

all the things we 
do without you!”

St. Andrew's  
Primary School

“Thank you for 
your support 

in backing our 
communities”

Tracy McNeil, Community 
Green Initiative

The responsibility for the 
litter we see on our streets 
lies with those who drop it. 

There is really ‘No Excuse’.

Our Litter Strategy Team is 
responsible for developing 
methods to highlight this in a 
way that encourages everyone 
to consider their actions. We 
believe the only long term 
solution to litter, dog fouling 
and flytipping, is prevention.

We work with an increasing 
number of groups, schools 
and individuals to deliver 
anti-litter initiatives. Our 
campaigns have evolved 
through our experiences 
and your invaluable input. 
We know that awareness 
raising and improvements in 
neighbourhoods are much more 
than just a litter pick – but that 
is still the best way to start. 

The local community is vital to 
the effectiveness and success 
of our litter campaigns. We 
provide resources, assistance 
and support for individuals, 
schools and community groups 
who want to organise their own 
campaigns and take action 
against litter. 

We work with national bodies 
such as Keep Scotland Beautiful 
and Zero Waste Scotland to 
mirror the national strategy 
on litter prevention. Working 
in partnership means we have 
a better knowledge of the 
national funding opportunities 
and we can benefit from sharing 
good practice and resources 
with other local authorities and 
public bodies.

More information and ideas on 
how you can get involved are 
included later.
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One of our campaigns “Wanted”, 
targets areas with high levels 
of dog fouling and encourages 
local residents to help combat 
the problem by reporting 
irresponsible dog owners. 

We also work with school pupils 
through our Young Community 
Team programme and antisocial 
behaviour talks to encourage 
responsible citizenship from an 
early age.

We apply the law in support 
of the community education 
process by issuing Fixed 
Penalty Notices and operate 
a zero tolerance policy for 
offences witnessed. This 
means that if you are caught 
committing an offence (as 
detailed over) you will receive a 
Fixed Penalty Notice.

The Community Safety Team 
is dedicated to reducing 
antisocial behaviour and 
promoting Falkirk as a safe 
and attractive place to live, 
work, shop and visit. 

Antisocial behaviour can 
include behaviour that causes 
alarm, distress or annoyance. 

To help us achieve our aim, we 
cover the Falkirk area by van, 
bicycle and on foot. We deal 
with issues such as:

•	 	Litter	and	Flytipping

•	 	Dog	Fouling	and	 
Control of Dogs

•	 	Vandalism	and	Graffiti

•	 	Public	disorder

We work with local communities 
to organise campaigns and 
initiatives to help change 
antisocial behaviour. 

“The best thing 
about the 

Community Safety 
Team visit was 
learning what 
to do when you 
see antisocial 

behaviour”
Daniel (pupil), Bonnybridge  

Primary School

Community 
Safety Team 
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“What a good 
job you and 

your wardens 
are doing in the 
Skinflats area 
with dog fouling 

and off road 
quad biking 

which had 
caused a lot of 

damage and 
rubbish dumping 

in the village”
Marion Thomson, 

Community Fire Safety 
Advocate,  

Scottish Fire &  
Rescue Service

Offence Legislation FPN amount Payment 
Timescale

Litter
Environmental Protection 
Act 1990 S87

£80 14 days

Flytipping
Environmental Protection 
Act 1990 S33

£200 14 days

Dog Fouling
Dog Fouling (Scotland)  
Act 2003

£80

28 days 
if unpaid 
within 28 days 
rises to £100

You can report antisocial behaviour online at  
www.falkirk.gov.uk/antisocialbehaviour or by calling 0808 100 3161

More information about our education and campaigns  
can be found on page 16.
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In the beginning... 
there was a  
litter pick!
A fantastic way to start 
improving your neighbourhood 
is by doing a Community 
Clean up. It’s a quick way 
to make a very visual and 
physical difference to your 
local area. Your community 
will see what you are trying 
to do and other people may be 
inspired to join in. 

It’s a fun, healthy and practical 
activity and anyone can get 
involved.

Please see our Clean Up 
guide on page 16 for more 
information.

Once you have successfully 
carried out your first clean up 
Keep The Momentum Going!

Another  
Litter Pick
Why not make your clean ups a 
regular occurrence? Your first 
clean up will have highlighted 
the litter problem in your 
neighbourhood. Your next litter 
pick could be linked in with 
Easter or Halloween, making 
it fun for the family. You might 
even consider adopting an area 
and tidying it on a regular basis.

Simple Litter 
Survey
A litter survey is a useful way to 
find out information. What type 
of litter is causing the problem? 
Where it is found? Are there 
enough litter bins? Are they in 
the right places? The results 
can be used to influence 
decisions on what further action 
is required. 

Litter Competitions
Litter competitions in schools 
and in the community have 
always proven to be a 
successful way to get local 
support on litter issues. Try to 
involve all ages, to design litter 
posters, make up stories or 
poems based on litter.

Litter Games
We have a variety of games 
based on litter that we can 
share with you. They are always 
a winner with kids when having 
an awareness day or annual 
clean up.

These activities can be for 
both children and adults and 
are a great way of increasing 
awareness of litter issues at the 
same time as introducing other 
skills. 

How we can 
support you
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Starting a 
community group
You may find that you need to 
become an official community 
group to complete your aim. 
There are many benefits 
involved in being an official 
group, such as:

•	 	recognition	as	a	legitimate	
group in your community

•	 	encouraging	others	to	join	in

•	 	bringing	together	a	range	of	
skills, ideas and resources

•	 	increasing	awareness	of	
the good work your group is 
involved in

•	 	enabling	direct	action	to	be	
taken

•	 	enabling	you	to	apply	for	
funding from a variety of 
sources.

Once you have a few litter 
picks under your belt and 
you have drummed up some 
support from your community 
you may want to tackle bigger 
issues. While this may sound 
daunting we have knowledge 
and experience and can offer 
advice and help facilitate all 
types of projects. 

Before starting your project: 

•	 	contact	the	Litter	Strategy	
Team – we can help with 
community support and 
approval and provide 
contacts within schools, 
businesses and other groups

•	 	gather	evidence	that	your	
project/campaign is needed

•	 	make	sure	that	your	project	
is fun and interesting

•	 	have	a	rough	plan	or	
proposal 

•	 	take	photos	of	the	area	or	
problem

•	 	have	a	rough	time	schedule

•	 	think	about	funding	and	
resources– we can also help 
with this.

In the beginning, try to keep 
enthusiastic. Keep a mixture fun 
and interesting topics as well 
as the more formal practical 
items. 

Here is a list of things to 
consider when starting a 
community group:

Shared purpose
It is important to set out the 
aims of the group at an early 
stage. Discuss the direction the 
group intends to move into. This 
is important as you will need 
to be in full agreement of your 
aims when you are writing your 
constitution. 

Planning 
and 
Developing  
Your 
Project



11

Skills within  
the group
This will depend on what you 
plan to do as a group. Thinking 
about the type of skills or 
knowledge you may require will 
allow you to plan for training 
or encourage people who have 
the necessary skills to join your 
group. 

Become a charity
Some groups may want to 
register as a charity as many 
funders only support registered 
charities. There are clear 
guidelines on what groups 
have to do to register as a 
charity. This includes specific 
information on what has to be 
in your constitution and what 
information has to be provided 
to the Charity Regulator (OSCR) 
each year. Groups need to be 
clear about their legal duties 
before they decide to apply to 
register as a charity.

Running meetings
Meetings are vital to the success 
of new groups. They have the 
potential to inspire and motivate 
the people involved. Your 
meetings should be organised 
with agendas prepared in 
advance. They should allow time 
for discussions and decisions to 
be made with minutes taken and 
then circulated afterwards. The 
chair needs to make sure the 
meetings are orderly and follow 
the agenda.

Bank account and  
managing money
Your group will require its own 
bank account. Banks have 
special accounts for community 
and voluntary groups and will 
help you set them up. You will 
also need to keep a detailed 
record of any money coming 
in and going out. A simple 
bookkeeping system is a must. 

Constitution
The rules of an organisation 
are called a constitution. You 
will need to create your own 
(we can offer advice on this). 
This will show potential funders 
and supporters that you are a 
legitimate group. 

You should have regular 
meetings, be accountable to 
local people and show that your 
finances are managed properly 
with money only being used for 
what it was intended. 

Committee
The committee should be 
identified members who will 
manage the affairs of the group. 
A committee consists of chair, 
treasurer and secretary plus 
committee members. It is 
important to spread the work 
out amongst all members 
of the committee. This 
saves individuals becoming 
overwhelmed and others feeling 
that if they are not contributing. 



To involve the community 
in your project you need to 
get the message out there. 
Spreading good news is 
important because it can 
motivate group members 
and encourage new people 
to join in with your projects. 
It’s a great way to bring in 
volunteers for events and 
promote all the good work you 
are doing in your community. 
It’s always a good idea to try 
and attract some interest 
and praise for the hard work 
you’re doing. 

Newspapers
‘What’s On’ columns advertise 
events in the local community. 
You can contact the news 
desk one or two weeks before 
your event (or earlier if the 
publication is monthly) for them 
to put the date in their diary. 
As a follow up, contact them 
the day before the publication 
goes to press. Make sure you 
know when the deadline is 
for sending information to a 
newspaper and in what format 
they prefer to receive it e.g. 
verbally, email, fax or post.

Radio
If you are a non-profit making 
group, Central FM will advertise 
your event/project free of 
charge on their official website 
and on air. All you have to do is 
e-mail the station or call them 
with your request.

What to tell the media:

•	 	what’s	happening	at	the	
event 

•	 	when	the	event	is	taking	
place

•	 	where	it	is	taking	place

•	 	who	is	taking	part

•	 	why	it	is	happening

•	 	how	it	will	affect	local	
people.

Sometimes the press will 
send a photographer and / 
or a reporter but this can’t 
be guaranteed. If no media 
attends make sure you send 
them a concise description of 
what happened (e.g. how many 
people took part and what was 
achieved) and a photograph. 
This will allow them to run 
a follow-up story about your 
event.

Social media
Social media sites such as 
Facebook and Twitter have 
made sharing information and 
news stories easy. You can 
interact with media pages, 
similar groups, project partners 
and individuals for free. 
Promote your work on social 
media by posting plenty of 
pictures regularly to show the 
difference you are making. 

We have a Facebook 
page (facebook.com/
FalkirkLitterTeam) as well as 
a Twitter page (@LitterTeam). 
We follow all of our community 
groups and share their events 
as well as sharing stories that 
might appeal to our audience. 

PUBLICITY AND 
PROMOTION
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This section is designed to 
help community groups in the 
Falkirk Council area apply for 
small grants to improve their 
local environment. 

Community groups can go 
to the free Funding Search 
Database on the Falkirk 
Council website, www.falkirk.
gov.uk to search for funders. 
CVS	Falkirk	&	District	and	the	
Scottish	Council	for	Voluntary	
Organisations	(SCVO)	can	
also help groups identify 
funding	sources.	SCVO	has	a	
free funding search database, 
Funding Scotland, which 
can be accessed at www.
fundingscotland.org.

GATher evidence 
To prove that there is a need 
for your project and that it 
addresses the concerns of local 
residents you might want to 
conduct community surveys,  
local consultations or distribute 
questionnaires. The aim is to 
involve your local community in 
developing your project. Keep 
records of how many people 
you have spoken to and what 
they say.

Ensure your project 
costs are realistic
When potential funders assess 
your application they will 
check that your budget gives 
an accurate estimate of the 
costs of a project. They will also 
check that your figures add up. 
Some funders may ask you to 
get two or more quotes from 
different suppliers for larger 
purchases.

Could you get what 
you need for free 
from other people 
or organisations?
Building positive relationships 
with local organisations may 
help you get some of the things 
you need for free. Perhaps you 
could persuade a local café 
or shop to provide volunteers 
with free refreshments after 
a clean-up event? Or maybe 
your local community centre 
could photocopy posters for 
free? You could even estimate 
the financial value of ‘in-kind’ 
support and include it in your 
project budget. If you can show 
that you are getting support 
from other places you will be 
more likely to get funding.

Action Points

Funding
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Falkirk Council 
External  
Funding Unit
Looking for funding for a project 
can be a lot easier with the right 
type of support. Our External 
Funding Unit offers a wide 
range of support and services 
to voluntary and community 
organisation. The level of 
support can be tailored to fit 
your requirements. They can 
provide support and guidance 
about:

•	 	developing	a	new	project

•	 	extending	your	project’s	
activities

•	 	identifying	sources	of	finance

•	 	planning	a	funding	strategy.

The Council’s Community 
Grants programme will 
consider applications from 
constituted groups that 
want to deliver projects that 
make a positive difference 
to communities across the 
Falkirk Council area. Groups 
can apply for a wide range of 
costs, including buying or hiring 
equipment, start-up costs, fees 
for sessional work, support for 
running an event, small scale 
refurbishments, marketing and 
publicity, outings, venue hire 
and so on.

Plan for when 
funding runs out
You need to show funders that 
you have made plans for what 
will happen when the money 
runs out. For example, if your 
group wanted money to plant 
trees, show who will maintain 
them after they have been 
planted.

Ensure you know 
when you will 
receive a decision 
on your funding 
application
Although small grant schemes 
often respond quickly, in some 
cases you may need to wait six 
months for an answer.

Do you need to 
have charitable 
status, a formal 
constitution and 
a bank account 
with at least two 
signatories?
To be eligible to apply for grant 
funding your group should 
have a constitution (set of 
rules) and a bank account in 
the groups name requiring 
at least two signatories to 
each transaction. Remember 
to check the funder’s criteria 
before applying. 

Some funders may only 
consider applications from 
groups with charitable status. 
Don’t be put off if you don’t 
meet the criteria at the moment. 
The ‘Starting a Community 
Group’ section on page 9, will 
help point you in the right 
direction.

Other Funders
Falkirk Environment Trust 
(FET) support projects 
that benefit the people and 
environment of the Falkirk 
Council area. FET can provide 
grants to community groups for 
both large and small projects.

Awards for All is a lottery 
grants programme, with grants 
ranging from £500 to £10,000. 
Its main aim is to fund projects 
which involve people in their 
community, bringing them 
together in a wide range of 
activities. You can apply at any 
time, the application form is 
straightforward and you should 
get a decision within four 
months.

Central Scotland Forest  
Trust (CSFT) community 
projects fund provides grants 
to help people living in the 
Central Scotland Forest area 
improve their environment and 
make a positive difference in 
the community. Any project 
that demonstrates clear 
environmental benefits, has 
plenty of support from the 
local community and complies 
with the grant criteria will be 
considered.

The fund is open to any formally 
constituted group and must 
be within the Central Scotland 
Forest area. 

Scottish Natural Heritage have 
regular funding opportunities 
for projects that support a wide 
range of people experiencing, 
valuing and helping to look 
after nature and landscapes; 
develop better places in which 
to live, work and visit; improve 
the health of Scotland’s nature 
and landscapes and ensure 
that nature and landscapes are 
managed sustainably as a key 
asset for sustainable economic 
growth. 
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If your group is organising 
practical activities or 
working with volunteers or 
children we would advise 
you to obtain insurance 
cover for your group. It is 
also important to implement 
effective health and safety 
procedures to help prevent 
accidents. It may be that 
your organisation already 
has public liability insurance 
in place which will cover, or 
can be extended to cover, 
your activities.

insurance
Public Liability Insurance 
is the most common type of 
insurance small organisations 
use. This covers legal liability 
in respect of injury, death and 
loss or damage to property of 
anyone other than volunteers 
that come into contact with 
the organisation. The cost of 
public liability insurance will 
vary depending on the activities 
your organisation undertakes 
and the procedures your 
organisation has to minimise 
risk. In addition, volunteers can 
be covered by public liability 
insurance, although you should 
check this with your broker 
when you buy it. The minimum 
recommended amount of cover 
is £5 million for this type of 
insurance.

Personal Accident Insurance 
provides compensation for 
volunteers, regardless of 
whether there is a legal liability 
to do so. This gives extra 
protection to the members of an 
organisation against accidents.

If your group does not have 
insurance make sure that all 
volunteers are made aware of 
this fact. If they are unhappy 
they do not need to get involved 
on the day. You could get 
volunteers to sign a disclaimer 
before the event to prove that 
you told them they were not 
insured.

15
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Health and Safety
Your group will be responsible 
for assessing the risks involved 
in any activity they undertake. 
You can assess the risks 
yourself if you are confident 
enough, but if not, we can help.

Risk assessments

You should carry out a risk 
assessment prior to an event. 
This involves:

•	 	Looking	for	possible	hazards	
(e.g. trips, use of tools, fire, 
accidents)

•	 	Deciding	who	might	be	
harmed and how

•	 	For	each	hazard	evaluate	
the chance, big or small, of 
harm actually being done 
and decide whether existing 
precautions are adequate or 
more should be done

•	 	Record	the	findings	of	your	
assessment – e.g. the main 
risks and the measures you 
have taken to deal with them

Who can help?

The Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE) has an explanatory 
leaflet on 5 Steps to Successful 
Risk Assessment, www.hse.
gov.uk/pubns/indg163.pdf. The 
HSE has a new mini-website 
specifically for governing 
body members (management 
committee/trustees/directors) 
in organisations of all sizes, 
to help them understand their 
health and safety duties and 
promote health and safety 
at work. www.hse.gov.uk/
leadership/index.htm 

TCV	Scotland	runs	a	one-day	
Risk Assessment training 
course for groups involved in 
conservation projects. The 
course offers an understanding 
of the principles of risk 
assessment and aims to provide 
the knowledge needed to carry 
out a practical assessment. 
For further information contact 
TCV	Scotland,	Balallan	House,	
24 Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 
2QG, tel: 01786 479697, email: 
Scotland-Training@tcv.org.uk. 

Who can help? 

We can advise where to go 
for any help you may need. 
There are services such as 
Falkirk Council’s Insurance 
team	and	CVS	Falkirk,	both	of	
which can provide information 
on insurance and a list of 
insurers who specialise in 
the needs of the voluntary 
sector and community groups; 
TCV	Scotland	also	provides	
insurance to their affiliated 
groups.

Falkirk Council Insurance 
Team, 01324 506348, 
insurance@falkirk.gov.uk

CVS	Falkirk,	01324	692000,	
info@cvsfalkirk.org.uk

TCV	Scotland,	http://www.
tcv.org.uk/community/
join-community network/
community-group-insurance 
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All you have to do is:

•	 choose	an	area	to	clean	up

•	 	choose	a	day	and	time	to	do	it

•	 	contact	the	Litter	Strategy	
Team

•	 	design	a	flyer	to	advertise	the	
event (we can help with this)

•	 	distribute	your	flyer	(through	
doors, shops and local 
schools) 

•	 	register	with	Keep	Scotland	
Beautiful (http://www.
keepscotlandbeautiful.org/).

We support clean ups all 
year round. In addition 
we support Keep Scotland 
Beautiful’s Spring Clean 
campaign and each 
October, we run our own 
Picktober campaign, 
where we help facilitate 
as many community clean 
ups as we can. 

Get 
Involved

What we can do to help:

•	 	We	can	help	you	organise	
your first clean up and supply 
you with all the necessary 
equipment as well as arrange 
for the waste to be uplifted

•	 	We	will	be	there	with	you	on	
the day to ensure things run 
smoothly, helping to provide 
encouragement and publicity 
for your event, to ensure it is 
a success

•	 	We	will	contact	any	existing	
groups in the area to help 
with your first event

•	 	Before	the	litter	pick,	we	can	
help by carrying out a risk 
assessment of the proposed 
clean up area.

Email: litterzone@falkirk.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01324 504433

Clean Ups
“Everyone who 

took part in 
Picktober is a 

great example 
to us all of the 

importance of 
looking after 

our natural 
environment.” 

Cllr Jim Blackwood,  
spokesperson for  
Public Protection
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Orphan Land 
Orphan Land can be 
described as a plot of land 
that has been neglected 
and may be suffering from 
antisocial behaviour such 
as littering, dog fouling 
and flytipping. This project 
helps you transform these 
spaces to brighten up your 
local community.

The land can be:

•	 	privately	or	Council	owned.	
Permission will need to be 
secured (which we can help 
with)

•	 	any	size.

Improvements don’t have to 
be permanent fixtures; it could 
simply be clearing the site, 
cutting back, returfing and 
planting a few flowers. If you’re 
more ambitious a community 
garden or allotment could be 
created.

What to do now:

•	 	find	a	suitable	site	

•	 	try	to	find	out	who	owns	it

•	 	drum	up	some	volunteers

•	 	draw	up	a	rough	plan	of	what	
you’d like to do

•	 	call	the	Litter	Strategy	Team

If your project fits the criteria, 
there is funding available. 
The funding application 
will be submitted through 
our Community Grants 
fund. The application form 
is available online: http://
www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/
people-communities/funding/
community-grants.aspx 

If you are interested in starting 
your own project or want to 
know more about projects in 
your area please get in touch:

Email: litterzone@falkirk.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01324 504433 
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An area of land can be 
designated a “CLEAN ZONE” 
once it has been adopted by 
either a community group or 
school who agree to regularly 
keep it free from litter. 

What do you need to do?

•	 	Identify	an	area	

•	 	Provide	photos	and/or	a	
location map with boundaries 
of area shown as well as 
ownership where possible

•	 	Commit	to	carrying	out	at	
least 3 litter picks over the 
year

•	 	Carry	out	a	litter	survey	
of the site at least 3 times 
during the year and provide 
evidence of the results.

Once you have satisfied all the 
project criteria we will erect 
a clean zone sign stating you 
have adopted the area.

We are on hand to help with 
equipment, publicity, survey 
templates so please get in 
touch.

Email: litterzone@falkirk.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01324 504433 

clean zones
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Green Dog Walkers
Green Dog Walkers (GDW) is 
a non-confrontational, friendly 
way to change attitudes about 
dog fouling. Green Dog Walkers 
have “taken the pledge” to 
always: 

•	 	clean	up	after	their	dog

•	 	carry	extra	dog	waste	bags

•	 	be	happy	to	be	approached	to	
give a dog waste bag to those 
without

•	 	be	a	friendly	reminder	to	
other dog walkers to clean up 
after their dogs.

To become a Green Dog Walker 
please complete our pledge 
form www.falkirk.gov.uk/
greendogwalkers 

We need the help of local groups 
to promote this campaign. Our 
experience has shown us that the 
best way of changing attitudes 
in your community is through 
the community themselves 
spreading the message.

We encourage community 
groups and dog owners to 
start up their own GDW project 
in their local area. We will 
provide support and materials 
to help promote the campaign 
through GDW booths and other 
promotional activities. 

If you are interested in 
becoming an official GDW  
group please visit our  
website or email us:

www.falkirk.gov.uk/
greendogwalkers

email: greendogwalkers@
falkirk.gov.uk
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If you have persistent dog 
fouling in your area, you don’t 
have to deal with it alone...

We need information to find out 
who is letting their dog foul in 
your area. 

All you have to do is call us in 
confidence.

What information do we need?

•	 	Specific	location

•	 	Times	when	offences	are	
regularly occurring

•	 	Description	of	the	dog	and	
owner

The information you provide 
will help us to more effective in 
tackling areas blighted by dog 
fouling.

Email: community.safety@
falkirk.gov.uk

Telephone: 0808 100 3161

Dog Fouling
If not cleaned up and disposed 
of properly dog fouling can 
cause serious infection in 
people.

The Dog Fouling (Scotland) 
Act 2003 makes it an offence 
for any person in charge of a 
dog, not to immediately pick 
it up and dispose of it in an 
appropriate manner (bag it and 
bin it.)

Free dog bags are available 
from Falkirk Council One Stop 
Shops, libraries and some other 
Council Offices.
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Education 
If you are carrying out any litter 
activities in your area we can 
support your good work through 
education and awareness 
raising.

We offer a range of litter talks 
and activities to schools and 
youth group working with all 
age groups.

Litter stories
We use two fun stories to 
interest young children and 
teach them about litter.

Outdoor activities
Litter orienteering allows 
pupils to answer litter related 
questions while making their 
way around a set course. This 
outdoor activity is fun, healthy 
and educational.

Classroom sessions
We use presentations, 
interactive stories and set class 
projects to educate pupils on 
litter.

Litter games
We use games such as space 
hopper litter picking to interest 
young people and make 
learning fun. 

Young Community 
Team
We have developed a project 
for senior primary pupils to 
look at antisocial behaviour in 
their area. They are deputised 
as junior members of the 
Community Safety Team and 
are then tasked with affecting 
change in their area.

Kick Litter Out of 
the Game
Created to help address the 
problem of football litter. Talks 
are given to teams on the 
effects of litter and pitches are 
monitored for cleanliness with 
the cleanest pitches earning the 
teams prizes.

Email: litterzone@falkirk.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01324 504433 

“As a club we firmly 
endorse all the 
work the litter 
team is doing in 

the Falkirk Council 
area” 

Kieran Koszary, Falkirk FC  
Development Manager


