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Statement of Conformity with Participation Statement

1. INTRODUCTION

	This Statement of Conformity has been prepared to meet the terms of Part 2 Section 18 (4) (a) (i) and Section 19 (4) of the Planning etc (Scotland) Act 2006 which
requires planning authorities to submit a report (i) outlining the extent to which they have consulted with and involved the wider public in preparing the Proposed Local
Development Plan (LDP); and (ii) how this consultation conforms with the intentions outlined in the ‘participation statement’ contained in the current Development Plan
Scheme. The Statement of Conformity is one of a suite of documents which accompanies the submission of the Proposed Plan to Scottish Ministers.
Falkirk Council is committed to encouraging interest in the LDP process and undertaking meaningful consultation and engagement with as many people as possible.
	The Development Plan Scheme which was current when the Proposed Plan was published is the Falkirk Development Plan Scheme May 2018. The ‘participation
statement’ is set out in Section 7 of the document - ‘Participation Statement: Getting People Involved’. This details the principles for community engagement, who will
be consulted, and how and at what stage this would take place.
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2. ACTIONS AT KEY STAGES OF LDP PREPARATION

	Extensive engagement was undertaken at both the pre Main Issues Report (MIR) and MIR stages of the process, followed by the more formal representation period at
the Proposed Plan stage. The process has been guided at all stages by the statutory requirements of the Planning etc (Scotland) Act 2006, and the Town and Country
Planning (Development Planning) (Scotland) Regulations 2008. However, the Council has gone beyond the statutory minimum requirements, where appropriate, having
regard to the Scottish Government’s National Standards for Community Engagement, Planning Advice Note PAN 3/2010 - Community Engagement, and Falkirk Council’s
Principles for Community Engagement.
 summary of all activities is outlined below. Appendix 1 provides much more detail, and indicates how the specific commitments made in the participation statement have
A
been carried through in practice. Appendix 2 highlights how the Council’s ‘Principles of Community Involvement’ have been addressed. Appendix 3 contains copies of the
key consultation documents.
Pre-Main Issues Report Consultation - August 2015 to March 2016
 he focus at this early stage in the LDP process was on enabling the key issues and sites to be identified, and making the public and stakeholders aware of the start of
T
the LDP process and the potential to influence it. A wide range of consultation activities was undertaken which  included stakeholder workshops, meetings with key
agencies, training event for Community Councilors, workshops for Elected Members and a workshop with secondary pupils at Larbert High School. A far reaching survey
was undertaken which asked people to rate the importance of certain issues in their area which received 658 responses. The Call for Sites exercise was carried out during
the same period which resulted in 61 submissions being made.
	A detailed report of all activities undertaken and a summary of feedback are outlined in Falkirk Local Development Plan 2 Technical Report 9: Pre-Main Issues Report
Consultation (February 2017).
Consultation on Main Issues Report - February to May 2017
 his stage represented the first formal consultation stage inviting responses to the Main Issues Report which was published in February 2017 for 12 weeks. It was made
T
widely available in both paper and electronic form. In addition to statutory notices and a mailing to all stakeholders and customers, two stakeholder workshops were held,
as well as drop-in community roadshows at 21 locations across the Council area. The consultation was supported by a Development Plan newsletter (Issue 19) and
web-based information which included a short awareness film. Social media including Facebook and twitter was also used to announce the start of the consultation and
to remind people of upcoming roadshow events. The LDP2 page on the Council’s website received 4,010 views and 260 written responses were received.
	A detailed report of all activities undertaken and a summary of feedback are outlined in Falkirk Local Development Plan 2 Report of Consultation on Main Issues Report
(September 2017).
Consultation on Proposed Plan - September to November 2018
	Formal consultation on the Proposed Plan took place for 8 weeks between the 28 September and 23 November 2018. Again the document was made widely available,
publicised through adverts, a mailing, and the web site. A further Development Plan newsletter (Issue 20), announcing the consultation and summarising the content of the
plan, was issued. As required by legislation, the Council also neighbour notified all neighbours of sites proposed for development in the plan. A total of 187 submissions
were received, these included 408 comments of which 305 were seeking changes to the plan.
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3. CONCLUSION

	As shown above, and in Appendices 1 and 2, the Council has carried out consultation on LDP2 in accordance with the commitments made in its participation statement
within the Development Plan Scheme. As well as fulfilling statutory requirements with regard to consultation at the MIR and Proposed Plan stages in the LDP process,
extensive additional engagement was undertaken at the pre-MIR and MIR stages to ensure that stakeholders had every opportunity to participate.

Appendix 1: LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2 CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

Stage : Pre-Main Issues Report (PMIR)
What we said we would do

What we did

Publicise Development Plan Scheme by placing it on
the website.

The Council’s Local Development Plan Scheme (DPS) was placed on the Council’s web site.

Update customer database.

The Development Plan customer database is our main method of communication with customers, and has been added to and
updated on an ongoing basis.

Meet with key agencies.

A series of three meetings were held in September 2015 to start the process of engagement with key agencies in the
preparation of LDP2. The key agencies represented included SEPA, SNH, Historic Scotland, Sportscotland, SEStran,
Scottish Water, Transport Scotland, Scottish Enterprise, NHS Forth Valley, and Forestry Commission Scotland.

Engage with community councils, including addressing
any training needs they may have to enable them to
participate in the plan process.

A training event for Community Councillors took place in December 2015 in Falkirk. This was delivered by council officers.
A total of 15 Community Council representatives attended covering eight community council areas. The training covered the
plan process, key topics and issues and how to engage effectively.

Carry out a consultation on the issues to be covered in
the plan.

An issues consultation was undertaken between 23 October 2015 and 8 January 2016. It took the form of a survey in which
people were asked to rate the importance of certain issues in their area. Issues included Place, Homes, Jobs, Infrastructure
and Resources and people were given the opportunity to add comments on any other issues which they wished to tell us about.
The survey could be completed online or by paper survey form. 658 responses were received.

Invite developers and landowners to submit any sites
or proposals which they wish to be considered.

A ‘Call for Sites’ exercise was carried out, whereby landowners, developers and other parties were invited to submit
expressions of interest in proposals for future development or land use change which they wished to be considered for
inclusion in LDP2. 61 submissions were made.

Hold workshops involving representatives of different
stakeholder groups.

Two half-day workshops were held on 28 October 2015 and 11 November 2015 to help introduce key stakeholders to LDP2
and to encourage initial debate on the important issues. 61 participants attended over the two days including representatives
of developers, housebuilders, landowners, local businesses, key agencies, community councils, housing associations and
public/voluntary organisations.

Carry out a youth engagement exercise.

A workshop took place at Larbert High School on 4 March 2016, and involved approximately 80 students studying Geography
at National 5/Higher level. Two separate sessions were run, each accommodating 40 pupils.

Consult on the scope of the SEA.

A Scoping Request was forwarded to the SEA Gateway on 12 November 2015 and a response received on 17 December 2015.

Issue Development Plan Newsletter and update web site
material to keep stakeholders updated on progress.

A special edition of the ‘Development Plan Update’ newsletter was prepared, issued with the mailshot, and made available on
the website and distributed to libraries and one stop shops. A new LDP2 page was added to the Council’s web site providing a
link to the Development Plan Scheme and information on the various ways of getting involved in the issues consultation and the
‘Call for Sites’.

Explore the potential use of social media as a means of
keeping people updated on progress.

The Falkirk Local Development Plan Facebook page was set up in October 2015 and used to disseminate information about
the consultation and roadshow events. Key announcements were also made on the Council’s Twitter feed.
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Stage : Main Issues Report (MIR)
What we said we would do

What we did

12 week consultation period during which comments
can be made on the MIR.

The consultation was carried out from 10 February to 5 May 2017. Representations could be submitted during this period in
writing via email/post or online via the Council’s website. 260 written responses were received which included around 860
discrete comments.

Publicise the MIR through adverts, the Council’s website,
posters in libraries and one stop shops and letters to
everyone on the customer database.

Public adverts were placed in the Falkirk Herald and Linlithgow Gazette to announce the start of the consultation and outline
how people could get involved. Further smaller reminder adverts were placed in the same newspapers during weeks 2, 4 and 6
of the consultation, which included updates on upcoming roadshow events. Posters advertising the consultation and roadshow
events were displayed at a number of prominent locations throughout the Council area which included a number of local shops
and supermarkets.

Notify neighbours of any new preferred sites contained
in the MIR.

550 neighbours of 18 preferred new sites contained within the MIR were notified by letter which included a site plan and
background explanation.

Make the MIR and associated documents available on
the website, in libraries and one stop shops.

The MIR and all associated technical reports and comments forms were made available on the Council website and offices.
In addition these documents were available at the Council’s 8 libraries and 6 one stop shops.

Issue a Development Plan Newsletter which provides a
concise summary of the MIR.

A special edition of the Development Plan Newsletter was released at the start of the consultation which included a summary
of the MIR and information on the consultation process. It was included with all notification letters and was available freely at
Council offices, libraries and roadshow events.

Hold an LDP ‘roadshow’ with a staffed exhibition held at
locations across the Council area.

A roadshow with a staffed exhibition was held at 21 locations across the Council area during the consultation, and typically ran
in the early evening from 4-8 p.m. The roadshow visited most of the communities in the area, and attendance varied between
events, ranging from 3 to 90 attendees. Venues included libraries, community and school halls as well as the supermarket and
shopping centre events. Two of the most well attended events were at Tesco Redding and the Howgate Shopping Centre in
Falkirk.

Hold workshops involving representatives of different
stakeholder groups.

Two Workshops were held at Callendar House on 15 and 20 March 2017. Each workshop focused on the four issues contained
in the MIR; Place and Environment, Housing and Communities, Jobs and Economy and Infrastructure and Resources
Attendance was by invitation and included representatives of key agencies, businesses and community councils. 45 people
attended over the two workshops. The workshops were well received and the mix of people contributed to good debate within
the workshop sessions.

Hold meetings with community councils where requested.

Presentations to all Community Councils were offered but was only taken up by three; Banknock Haggs and Longcroft,
Bo’ness, Grangemouth and Reddingmuirhead. Around 33 people in total attended these events.
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Stage : Proposed Plan
What we said we would do

What we did

8 week period during which representations can be made
to the Proposed Plan.

The consultation was carried out over an 8 week period from Friday 28 September until Friday 23 November 2018.
Representations could be submitted during this period in writing via email / post or online via the Council’s Consultation Hub.
187 written responses were received which included around 408 discrete comments, of which 305 were seeking changes to
the plan.

Publicise the Proposed Plan through adverts, the
Council’s website, posters in libraries and one stop shops
and letters to everyone on the customer database.

Public adverts were placed in the Falkirk Herald and Linlithgow Gazette on 27th/28th September to announce the start of the
consultation and outline how people could get involved. The start of the consultation was also announced on the Council’s
website, the Falkirk Local Development Plan Facebook page, the Council’s Twitter feed, and through posters in libraries and
one stop shops. It was also publicised through a mailing to all organisations and individuals on the Council’s customer mailing
list.

Notify neighbours and owner/occupiers of sites proposed
for development.

In accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Development Planning) (Scotland) Regulations 2008, planning authorities
are required to notify neighbours within 20m of sites which are allocated for development and which if implemented would have
significant effect on the use and amenity of that site and neighbouring land. Over 2500 neighbours of 79 sites proposed for
development were notified by letter which included a site plan and background explanation.

Make the Proposed Plan and associated documents
available on the website, in libraries and one stop shops.

Hard copies of the Proposed Plan, associated documents and representation forms were available at the Council offices,
libraries and one stop shops. Electronic copies were available on the web site, either as a pdf or in an interactive web mapping
format.

Issue a Development Plan Newsletter which provides a
concise summary of the Proposed Plan.

The Development Plan newsletter was issued in September 2018 which contained a concise summary of the Proposed Plan
focusing on the spatial strategy and what it means for communities. The Newsletter, also contained information about how
to make a representation. It was sent to everyone on the customer database, and copies were made available in the Council
offices, libraries and one stop shops.

Make available a summary of comments made on the
Main Issues Report and the Council’s response to them.

A summary of all comments made on the Main Issues Report and the Council’s response to them was made available on the
Council’s web site. This was provided both in alphabetical order and by issue for convenience.

Appendix 2: ASSESSMENT OF LDP CONSULTATION AGAINST PRINCIPLES FOR COMMUNITY

Purpose
Principle

Action

In each situation where we engage with the local
community, we will be clear about whether we are
informing, consulting or engaging.

At each consultation stage, the purpose of the stage relative to the overall process was made clear. For example, participants
in the MIR consultation were made aware that we were consulting on ideas, initial proposals and options, and that nothing was
‘set in stone’.

Involvement
Principle

Action

We will identify who might be interested in any
consultation or engagement and encourage them to be
involved. We will also try to overcome any barriers they
may face so that no group or individual is excluded.

Whilst development planning might not be of immediate interest to a large section of the local population, we endeavoured to
reach as many people as possible through adverts, posters, the roadshow, newsletter and website.
The continued inclusion of supermarkets and shopping centres in our roadshow programme proved successful at
communicating with people who are not currently aware of the development planning system.
By choosing accessible venues, dispersed throughout the Council area we sought to reach as many communities as possible
during our roadshow.
The workshop at Larbert High School during the Pre MIR Issues stage contributed to involving younger people in the process.
The use of social media through twitter and Facebook proved to be far reaching with 7,700 users reached on the Facebook
post advertising the MIR.

Methods
Principle

Action

We will use the right methods of engagement in each
situation and ensure that timescales are long enough for
people to participate effectively.

A roadshow involving drop in exhibition sessions at a wide range of venues was considered to be the best means of reaching
people at the MIR stage. This proved successful with 425 people being engaged through the roadshow.
Our web based consultation was also popular, with 4,010 views on the LDP2 page on Council’s website.
A 12 week period was allowed for responses at the MIR stage which allowed participants plenty of time to consider the
consultation material. A choice of options for submitting comments also was provided which included an online survey which
was completed by over 70 users.

Information
Principle

Action

We will share all the information necessary for people to
participate and we will use clear, accessible language.

We have endeavored throughout the LDP2 consultation process to make the language and process as clear as possible.
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Working Together
Principle

Action

We will treat all participants with respect and we will
expect all participants to treat us and others with respect.
We may require people and organisations that represent
their communities to show us how they have collected the
views of their community.

We endeavoured to provide as many opportunities and methods as possible for people to express their views and opinions.

Feedback
Principle

Action

We will always explain how people will receive feedback
before they participate. We will always try to show how
people’s views have influenced the outcome.

Feedback on the MIR consultation was published on the Council’s web site and publicised to all participants. A Report of
Consultation on the MIR was also produced in September 2017, which as well as summarising all comments received the
appendices included notes on Stakeholder Workshops, Roadshow Events and Community Council meetings.

Improvement
Principle

Action

We will monitor and evaluate our approaches to
community involvement so that we can improve over time.

The Council will undertake a review of the effectiveness of all consultation undertaken through the LDP2 process, which will be
used to improve consultation on future plans.

Appendix 3: CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS - Public Advert

Appendix 3: CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS - Consultation Letter

Appendix 3: CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS - Neighbour Notification Letter

Appendix 3: CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS - Newsletter September 2018

Appendix 3: CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS - Newsletter September 2018
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