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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2 ISSUES CONSULTATION AND ‘CALL FOR SITES’

A

lthough the first Falkirk Local Development Plan (LDP1)
was adopted only a few months ago, the Council is
already starting work on a review of the plan – LDP2.
We are kicking the process off by asking people what they
think are the most important current planning issues for
the area, which LDP2 needs to address. We are also giving
landowners, developers and other parties the opportunity
to submit sites which they would like considered for
development in the new plan – the ‘call for sites’. This will
help us compile the Main Issues Report next year. Details
of how you can submit your views can be found on the
back of this newsletter.

Why do we need to start the new plan so soon?
The current plan was largely based on information
gathered around 2010/2011. A lot has happened since
then and there is a need to take account of current trends
and issues. Also, we are required by legislation to replace
the LDP every five years. Experience shows that it takes 4-5
years to prepare a plan, so we need to start now to ensure
that we have a replacement no later than 2020.
There are several stages to the preparation of the LDP, most
of which involve opportunities for public involvement.
Details of this can be found in the Development Plan
Scheme, available at www.falkirk.gov.uk/ldp2. The table
below summarises the programme and what each stage
involves.
To help people think about what the important issues
might be for LDP2, we have set out some early thoughts
on this in the middle pages of this newsletter.

Stage

When?

What happens?

Pre-Main Issues
Report

October 2015 June 2016

Consultation on issues the plan should address.
Collect and analyse evidence.

Main Issues Report

September 2016

MIR published identifying issues and showing preferred options for
development, and alternatives. Major public consultation.

Proposed Plan

November 2017

Proposed Plan published showing the Council’s settled view as to the
vision, strategy, policies and proposals to be included in the final plan.
Opportunity to submit representations.

Submission to
Scottish Government

November 2018

Proposed Plan submitted to Scottish Ministers along with unresolved
representations.

Examination

November 2018September 2019

Examination of unresolved issues by Scottish Government Reporters.

Adoption

January 2020

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 1 ADOPTED

T

he first Falkirk Local Development Plan (LDP) was finally
adopted on 16th July 2015. This was the culmination of
a five year process which has involved lots of consultation,
discussion of different options, and examination of key
issues by an independent Reporter.
The new LDP is the Council’s view on how and where the
area should grow and develop over the coming years. It
replaces the previous Structure Plan and Local Plan with

a single document which will hopefully make it easier to
understand the planning strategy for the area and the
implications of this for individual communities.
You can view the LDP on the Council’s web site at www.
falkirk.gov.uk/ldp. Hard copies can be inspected at libraries
and one stop shops in the area, or can be purchased from
Development Services at a cost of £28.15.
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WHAT ARE THE ISSUES FOR LDP2?

H

ow do we want our area to change in the future? What aspects of the
planning of the area do we need to focus on?

Fundamentally, we want to make our area a better place to live and work. Our
population is growing, so we need more homes - the right number and in the
right location. We also want more jobs, to ensure that our area has an economic
future and will not merely be a dormitory for the cities. More people living and
working in the area requires the right infrastructure to be in place. And finally,
we must ensure that we use resources sustainably. LDP2 will have key decisions
to make in all these areas.

PLACE – CREATING A GOOD ENVIRONMENT TO LIVE AND WORK

T

he aim of planning is to create places that are distinctive, safe and pleasant,
welcoming, adaptable, resource efficient and easy to move around. We can
probably think of good places, old and new, in our area where this has been
achieved. But some new developments do not work well and lack a sense of
place. Can we develop stronger design policies to address this?
Our historic buildings and streets provide us with some of our most distinctive
and well-loved places. Could more be done to protect and enhance them?
Our green network has seen major investment over the last 20 years, with many
miles of new paths providing access to greenspaces in and around our towns
and improved habitats created for wildlife. The Helix is a great example of this.
But the quality and accessibility of our parks and open spaces is not always as
good as it should be.

HOMES – BUILDING THE RIGHT NUMBER IN THE RIGHT PLACES

N

ew housing is always the biggest issue in any development plan. The
population of our area will continue to rise, and we have to provide a steady
supply of land for new homes to meet demand. The projected growth in the
number of households over the next 20 years is reducing, so the number of
houses we have to build may be less, but the scale of new housing required is
still significant.
A number of the proposed housing sites in the current LDP have lain
undeveloped for a number of years. They have ‘stalled’ for various reasons,
such as high development costs, local market conditions or ownership issues.
We will need to review whether these sites can still produce new homes in the
period of the new plan. If not, we may have to replace them.
One way or another, some new land for housing is likely to have to be found.
This will not be easy, as many communities have limited space in their schools,
or road networks which are congested at peak times, or green fields around
them that people value. However, the plan’s job will be to work through these
constraints and find the right locations for these new homes, in places where
there is demand, yet where they can be absorbed without serious impact on
local communities.
A significant amount of new housing currently being built is affordable housing
which is being constructed by the Council or housing associations. We will need
to look at future affordable housing need, and how planning policy tries to
secure affordable housing on private housing sites.
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JOBS – CONVERTING OUR ASSETS INTO EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

R

ecovery from the recession has been slow, and while the area still has many
economic assets, business sites such as the Falkirk Gateway have been slow
to get started. We probably do not need more employment land, but we need
to take a fresh look at the vision and uses for these ‘stalled’ sites so that they
have a better chance of generating jobs, and attracting investment.
Grangemouth’s chemical and logistics businesses remain central to our
economy, and are recognised as being of national importance. They need to
adapt to changing markets, and planning needs to assist this process. At the
same time, we need to recognise the regeneration needs of the community
that lives in the town.
Our town centres are also having to adapt to change, particularly in retailing.
We need to find other uses to fill the gaps left by shops that have closed, and
make our centres attractive and accessible places that people still want to visit.
We have some opportunities for redevelopment in some of our centres which
can help with this.
Tourism is growing in the area, and we need to think about how we can capitalise
on the influx of visitors that we have had recently.

INFRASTRUCTURE – SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

G

rowth in housing and jobs needs more infrastructure. New housing can
put pressure on community facilities such as schools, while economic
development needs better transport facilities. Some of our areas need to be
protected from flooding; others have issues with drainage. We also need more
‘green infrastructure’ including connected routes for walking and cycling and
open spaces which provide space not just for recreation, but also for wildlife
and managing flooding.
But paying for infrastructure is not easy at the moment, at a time when money
is tight for both the Council and private companies. The Council’s Tax Increment
Financing scheme is helping to fix some transport problems. Currently we ask
developers to make financial contributions towards the infrastructure needed
to support their developments, but in many cases developers struggle to be
able to afford these costs. This may mean that the development cannot go
ahead.

RESOURCES – MOVING TO A SUSTAINABLE, LOW CARBON
FUTURE

M

anaging our finite natural resources sensibly is always a big issue for
planning. Meeting our energy needs while tackling climate change is
probably our biggest challenge, with significant implications for our area.
Renewable energy developments, such as windfarms, are starting to change
our landscape. Potential for large scale thermal power generation with carbon
capture technology has been identified for Grangemouth. Our area has reserves
of onshore gas which may be exploitable by unconventional methods. Local
planning policies are in place to deal with these activities, but may need to
change as national policy evolves.
The Government’s drive to towards a zero waste society also poses challenges
for planning as we have to find places to locate new waste management
facilities.
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WE WANT YOUR VIEWS

W

e want to hear from you about what you think are most important planning
issues facing your area at the present time. You can let us know by:

•
•
•

Filling in the online survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/falkirk_ldp2 ; or
Filling in a paper version of the survey inside the newsletter and posting
to the address at the bottom of the survey using the pre-paid envelope; or
E-mailing your views to ldp@falkirk.gov.uk.

Please note that you may have already been asked by the Council to fill in the
survey (e.g. through the Citizens’ Panel). If so, you do not need to complete it
again.
If you want to submit a site, or sites, for consideration for future development
in LDP2, please fill in the ‘Call for Sites’ form which can be downloaded at
www.falkirk.gov.uk/ldp.
All surveys, comments and forms should be returned by Friday 8th January 2016.

What do we
need more of
in Falkirk?

How to Contact Us

					
Address: Development Plan Team.
Falkirk Council,
Development Services,
Abbotsford House,
Davids Loan,
Falkirk FK2 7YZ

More
Affordable
Homes?

							
Alistair Shaw		
Development Plan Co-Ordinator
Colin Hemfrey
Development Plan Co-Ordinator
Alexandra Lewis
Planning Officer			
Joyce Hartley
Planning Officer			
Louise Blance
Senior Planning Officer 		
Catherine Devlin
Senior Planning Officer		
Danny Thallon
Planning Officer			

Tel: 01324 504739
Tel: 01324 504720
Tel: 01324 504738
Tel: 01324 504946
Tel: 01324 504717
Tel: 01324 504719
Tel: 01324 504927

Fax:
01324 504709
E-Mail: ldp@falkirk.gov.uk
Web:
www.falkirk.gov.uk/ldp
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2
ISSUES CONSULTATION SURVEY
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Please rate how important you think these issues are in your area at the
present time on a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 for the most important, and 5 for the
least important.

What town, village or area do you live in?

										
Place 				

1

2

3

4

5.

The quality of new development, such as new housing areas
The quality of our greenspaces
Safeguarding our historic buildings and monuments
Are there any other issues about the quality of our environment that you wish to tell us about?

Homes
The amount and location of new housing
Long-standing housing proposals that remain undeveloped
Providing affordable housing homes or homes to meet special needs
The control of housing in the countryside
Are there any other issues about providing new homes that you wish to tell us about?

Jobs
Providing more land for business development
The mix of uses on our important business sites
The future health of our town and local centres
Growing tourism in the area
Are there any other issues about creating jobs you wish to tell us about?
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Infrastructure (e.g. transport, schools)

Update
1

2

3

4

5.

The ability of schools, roads, etc to cope with housing growth
Improving transport and other infrastructure to create more jobs
How we get developers to contribute to infrastructure costs
Are there any other issues about the provision of infrastructure you wish to tell us about?

Resources (e.g. energy, waste)
The promotion of different kinds of renewable energy, e.g. wind, hydro, solar
Future policies on unconventional gas extraction, e.g. coal bed methane
Providing sites for new facilities to deal with waste
Are there any other issues about the use of resources you wish to tell us about?

Please send completed surveys to:
Development Plan Team, Falkirk Council, Development Services, Abbotsford House, Davids Loan,
Falkirk FK2 7YZ.
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