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Open Space Strategy
Our Open Space Strategy was approved in October 2016. Implementation
of the strategy is already well underway with park masterplans prepared
(or under preparation) for eight of our fourteen key open space assets.
We have submitted a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the £1.9 million
improvement of Zetland Park in Grangemouth. The Strategy has also
proved to be a catalyst for community action in parks and open spaces with
13 community-led park improvement crowd-funding campaigns underway
utilising the MyParkScotland website.
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FALKIRK LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2:

Historic Environment Strategy
We consulted on our draft Historic Environment Strategy ‘Our Future in
the Past’ in April and May 2017. The draft strategy presents a vision for
the historic environment of Falkirk as well as a set of prioritised actions
under eight themes: effective management and protection; enhancement
of knowledge; knowledge sharing; increased access; sustainable use of
assets; growing skills; community involvement; and increased appreciation.
We received written responses from 5 organisations and online responses
from a further 18 people. We are in the process of reviewing responses and
finalising the Strategy for approval.

PUBLIC RESPOND TO MAIN ISSUES REPORT CONSULTATION
Public consultation on the Main Issues Report (MIR) took place over 12 weeks, ending on the
5th May 2017. The consultation was far reaching with 7,700 users reached on the Council’s Facebook
post advertising the MIR. Below is an overview of comments received on the main issues. A more
detailed report and summaries of all comments received is available on Falkirk Council’s website:
www.falkirk.gov.uk/ldp2

Rediscovering the Antonine Wall Project
An ambitious 3 year project to bring history to life and promote the
Antonine Wall is currently underway. ‘Rediscovering the Antonine Wall’ will
be led by West Dunbartonshire Council in partnership with the four other
Councils along the Wall and Historic Environment Scotland (HES). The
project aims to increase awareness and understanding of the historic site
and engage local communities to develop a number of proposals. These
include Roman themed play spaces (including Callendar Park) merged with
digital learning content, as well as five new replica stone distance slabs
(similar to the Bridgeness slab) and a community-led video tour of the Wall.

Helix Place Standard Event
In May, the Council took part in a ‘STEM at the Helix’ day where various
built environment professionals ran outdoor workshops for S2 pupils
from schools across the Council area. Development plan staff led two
workshops to teach the students some key planning skills. This included an
assessment of the Helix using two tools: the ‘Place Standard’, and legibility
analysis. As a follow up, the team had a classroom based session with
children from Grangemouth High School. This is all part of our attempt to
engage with young people and help them understand the importance of
planning.

VISION

Planning Performance Framework 2017

Developers and housebuilders criticised the vision for lacking ambition,
or stated that the scale of land allocations was inadequate to deliver the
vision. The public were generally supportive of the vision, although some
questioned its realism and were concerned about the implications of
growth. Various agencies and organisations sought more prominence for
their areas of interest.

The Planning Performance Framework is available on the Council website
http://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/planning-building/performance.aspx
This report is undertaken every year, and gives an overview of how our
planning service in Falkirk has performed in the previous year and will be
used to help improvements in the future. It is our 5th annual report.
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Issue 2: Green Network
The spatial identification of the Central Scotland Green Network (CSGN)
in Falkirk was generally supported, although north-south gaps were
identified. Respondents pinpointed assets for protection and specific
improvements which could be pursued. Developers identified ways in
which they thought their proposals could contribute to the green network.
There was general support for the consolidation of green infrastructure
guidance.
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Place statements were generally welcomed, although there was a view
that these should be in the plan rather than in supplementary planning
guidance. Some felt they could be used to balance the aspirations of the
market with the community. There was also support for consolidation of
design policies.
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Issue 3: Housing Targets and Requirements

Issue 8: Tourism

Developers and housebuilders were opposed to the reduction in the
housing supply target. It was felt this did not reflect increasing market
demand. Developers felt that the flexibility allowance should be set at
20% and were critical of its reduction from LDP1. By contrast, the public
agreed with the housing reduction, reflecting concerns about particular
sites and growth generally in their communities. There was also a view
that the affordable housing requirement should be set at 15% across the
Council area.

The general feeling was that Falkirk has some excellent attractions such as
the Helix and Falkirk Wheel but the supporting infrastructure needs further
development. The need for more holiday accommodation was mentioned.
Agencies and the public commented on how tourism might be improved,
including sites and attractions which should receive more attention or be
better linked.

Issue 4: Existing Housing Land Supply

There was a cautious response to the proposals for rail station
safeguarding. Transport Scotland looked for a more rigorous appraisal
of transport impacts for preferred options. Scottish Water stated their
commitment to assisting with growth and Scottish Canals highlighted
the potential of the canals as drainage infrastructure. SEPA highlighted
constraints on the various possible cemetery extensions due to potential
groundwater impacts. Environmental and access organisations have urged
a focus on green infrastructure and sustainable access. SNH urged clarity
on contributions to green infrastructure. Falkirk Towns Ltd has identified
Falkirk Town Centre’s traffic system as requiring attention. A number of
agencies have commented on the Grangemouth Flood Protection Scheme.
The public and community councils have identified specific infrastructure
issues in their own areas, with a particular focus on roads and schools.

Issue 9: Infrastructure

There was general support for de-allocating stalled sites, but developers
felt that this approach should have been applied to more sites, such as
Whitecross and Bo’ness Foreshore. The public also generally recognised
that stalled sites should be removed from the plan, but with the caveat
that they should not necessarily be replaced by new sites. Otherwise,
developers would have no incentive to tackle more difficult sites.

Issue 5: Sustainable Community Growth
Developers and housebuilders continued to promote a range of sites
across the Council area. 15 additional sites have been promoted which
were not subject of expressions of interest at the ‘call for sites’ stage.
Interest has intensified in the southern Braes urban area and Larbert,
with further interest in some rural communities. Developers took issue
with the overall distribution of new allocations, in particular the lack of
new allocations in the strongest market areas of Polmont, the Braes,
Falkirk and Larbert/Stenhousemuir, and the focus on Bo’ness. They also
made various site-specific criticisms of preferred sites, comparing them
unfavourably with sites being promoted by themselves. The review of the
alternative sites policy was supported.

Issue 10: Energy
Housing developers queried the Low and Zero Carbon Development
policy and sought either an alternative approach or more flexibility in
its application. Business interests comment that policies on Low-Carbon
Energy Generation should contain support for gas fired plants recognising
the need for a balanced energy portfolio. It felt that heat is a vital
component for some industrial sites and it should be recognised that
sites may not have spare capacity for any district heating network. They
also state that progress on the district heating network also needs to be
made in the near future to enable companies to incorporate this into their
energy planning.

Housing sites at Crawfield Road in Bo’ness and Standrigg Road in
Wallacestone attracted a substantial volume of objections from the local
community. A range of reasons was given why both sites should not be
allocated, including concerns regarding the impact on schools, roads and
healthcare facilities, as well as impact on ecology and landscape setting.

Nature conservation interests queried the suggestion that part of the
Skinflats Reserve was an area of potential for wind farm development.
Stirling Council welcomes the fact that the Spatial Framework aligns with
the Stirling framework.

Issue 6: Business Locations
There was reasonable support for the preferred strategy towards business
locations, involving selective re-allocation of employment sites to mixed
use. There was general support for the changed emphasis at the Falkirk
Gateway. The removal of ‘commercial centre’ status from the Gateway was
welcomed by Town Centre interests.

Issue 11: Onshore Gas, Minerals and Waste
There was general support for the preferred approach of awaiting
the outcome of the Scottish Government review. The public generally
expressed opposition to unconventional gas extraction. SEPA
recommended various changes to waste policies.

In Grangemouth business interests supported the general approach to
development, however there were strong views on the cumulative impacts
of industrial growth in Grangemouth on the community. At Larbert, there
was some opposition to housing on the Hill of Kinnaird Business park site,
on the grounds of increased burden on existing infrastructure. Scottish
Enterprise continues to seek a mixed use approach at Glenbervie.

What happens next?
All comments received on the MIR are currently being considered before moving onto the next stage, the
publication of the Proposed Plan which is scheduled for May 2018. At this point the Proposed Plan contains the
Council’s fixed views on development policies and sites. There will be an opportunity to object to the Proposed
Plan and an examination into the unresolved issues will be held by a Scottish Government Reporter. The
remaining stages and anticipated timetable of LDP2 is shown below.

Issue 7: Town Centres
Various Falkirk Town Centre interests supported the preferred options
for the Town Centre but challenged the continuing retention of Central
Retail Park within the Town Centre boundary, on the basis that it has a
‘commercial centre’ character and has impacted on the traditional Town
Centre. The owners take a contrary view and consider that more flexibility
is required in Phase 2. There was a view that the 1000 sq.m. threshold of
significance for out of centre retail is too high.
There were some concerns that the Grahamston opportunity might detract
from the retail core. There was a range of other comments from the public
about the challenges facing town centres, with ideas for improvement
focusing on parking, housing, and lower rents/rates.
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LDP2 Stage
Proposed Plan

When
May 2018

Submission to
Scottish Government
Examination

April 2019

Adoption
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April 2019 January 2020
May 2020

What happens?
Proposed Plan published showing the Council’s settled view as to
the vision, strategy, policies and proposals to be included in the final
plan. Opportunity to submit representations.
Proposed Plan submitted to Scottish Ministers along with
unresolved representations.
Examination of unresolved issues by Scottish Government
Reporters.
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